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INTRODUCTION. 



OF late years there have been put into the hands of our 
American students many excellent modern texts to 
supplement, if not supplant, the older classics in the earlier 
stages of the study of German. There are many strong 
reasons in favor of this movement, which, however, need 
not be insisted on here. In presenting the following, selec- 
tions from Rosegger's Waldheimat, the editor feels persuaded 
that he introduces an artist of exceptional charm and power, 
simple yet strong and transcendently skillful in his diction. 
Rosegger is unhampered by what the Germans denominate 
" tendenziose Richtung." His art is directed simply and 
solely to the portrayal and the interpretation of the life 
about him, and he accomplishes his task with all the self- 
confidence and certainty of the born genius. His is a 
healthy, sympathizing, genial nature, rooted and nourished 
in the traditions of the past. He occasionally jibes good- 
humoredly at that past, yet never ungratefully. He is a 
lover of nature ; his native mountains and mountaineers 
— the one in a garb of larches and firs, and the other in 
the Loden (coarse woolen cloth) — never weary him nor 
us. A true poet, he penetrates to the inner core of life 
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and effects his unavowed and, perhaps, unconscious pur- 
pose to quicken the reader to the sentiment of human 
solidarity and brotherhood. 

The objections that might be urged against Kosegger's 
writings, that they are local or provincial, are, in reality, 
high praise. For, as just stated, the substratum of his art 
is human nature, common to all of us. It is only the set- 
ting, the framework which is to be characterized as " local " 
or provincial. And through this the American student 
catches glimpses of Old World life amounting, veritably, 
to a revelation. Similarly to Berthold Auerbach in his 
Schwarzw alder Dorfgeschichten or to Fritz Eeuter, in his 
stories of Mecklenburg life, our author has struck a chord, 
responded to by readers everywhere. Just as the painter 
with brush and pigment reproduces the ideals of his inner- 
most consciousness, so the poet or novelist is at his best 
when he gives forth the precipitate, so to speak, of his 
own life experiences. It must be admitted that, in thus 
circumscribing himself, the artist narrows his field, but he 
gains a directness and an intensity wholly peculiar and 
true. Nor does such restriction detract from the general 
acceptability of his art. For the mind of the reader delights 
in discovering universality under the guise of individuality. 
This is largely the secret of literary excellence. That which 
distinguishes the writer of Dorfgeschichten from his more 
ambitious co-laborer in other literary fields is rather the 
choice of subject, and the purpose to illustrate a common 
human nature in the lowlier walks of life. 
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Petri Kettenfeier Rosegger was born on July 31, 
1843, at Alpel near Krieglach, Steiermark (Styria). His 
parents were in somewhat straightened circumstances, 
scarce able to wrench even comparative prosperity from 
their small acres. His mother, the daughter of a char- 
coal burner, herself an expert in, her father's occupation, * 
was a truly poetic, healthy soul, endowed with generous 
impulses and ardent sympathies. In tracing Rosegger's 
ancestry one is involuntarily reminded of Goethe's charac- 
terization of his mother : 

M Vom Miitterchen [hab ich] die Frohnatur 
Und Lust zu fabulieren." 

Our author, speaking of his mother, says: "Das Beste in 
mir — ich habe es von ihr. Sie hatte in sich eine ganze 
Welt voll Poesie." He remembers with gratitude and 
relates with pride the pleasurable rewards he was wont to 
receive from her in his boyhood — some song sung, or story 
told, to brighten his young life. The future poet's early 
experiences and observations were cultiv.ated and fostered 
by this guardian angel and he was thus enabled to rise 
somewhat out of his narrow and narrowing surroundings. 
At the age of seventeen, in 1860, he was apprenticed to a 
tailor (cf. "Mein Meister — der Natz," p. 58) and not until 
1865 were the possibilities of education placed within his 
reach. During the four years of his apprenticeship, he 
worked, as he tells us in the preface to Waldheimat, in 
sixty-seven different houses. In Austria it is still the 
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custom for tradespeople to pass from house to house, install 
themselves for days or weeks as members of the family 
and there and then to make the family's supply of shoes 
or clothing or other articles. These sixty-seven houses 
were the high-school in which Rosegger learned to know 
the peasantry which furnish the material for his art and 
the source of his inspiration. 

About Christmas, 1864, Dr. A. V. Svoboda, the editor of 
the Tagespost in Graz, to whom the young writer had sub- 
mitted some of his work, interested himself in the young 
nature-poet and, with the assistance of other friends, not- 
ably of Franz Dawidowsky, the director or head-master of 
the academy at Graz, Eosegger was enabled to enter upon 
a course of study in the institution mentioned. So meagre 
had been his opportunities, that his private tutor was 
obliged to give him preparatory instruction in orthography 
and arithmetic. 

Rosegger's literary career since 1869, has been signally 
successful. As already stated, his writings are largely 
the reflections of his own experiences, somehow generalized 
and idealized, yet engrafted upon a most stubborn realism. 
He runs through the entire gamut of our emotions. At times 
he exhibits the most exquisite pathos, at others the kindli- 
est, cheeriest humor ; now rises before him the awfulness 
of a soul's agony, now the grandeur of the unchained, 
devastating elements. But whatever be the situation, 
he touches the popular heart. Says Bornmuller: "His 
[Rosegger's] writings have awakened everywhere the 
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mightiest response and rightly so. There stirs in them 
the purest Alpine air, the freshest breath of nature and 
of an original, healthy humanity, and over it all there 
.hovers the magic of a diction admirably adapted to 
every thought." 

Trusting that the following pages will justify this high 
praise in the minds of both students and teachers of Ger- 
man, I submit them with such helps and suggestions as 
seemed requisite for entering Rosegger's world. 

LAURENCE FOSSLER. 
The University of Nebraska, 
Aug. 10, 1894. 
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Dortoort 



^LTtnbeSjett unb $mbe§f)etm! 

^ @3 tft ba3 alte Sicb t>om $arabtefe. @3 giebt ©emitter, 
benen biefeS $arabte3 mmmer t>erloren ift, unb ware aud) langft 
bic ©time gefurdfjt vox ©orgen, baS §aar gebleid&t t>or Sllter; 
in benen baS SRetdf) ©otteS fortraa^rt unb in ber (Srinnerung s 
nodf) reiner unb fyerrltd&er erfteljt, al§ e3 in ber 23irflidf)feit j|e 
fein f onnte ; aber Kinber finb $oeten unb — umgefeljrt. @3 
ift eine nmnberbare (Sigenfdfjaft unferer ©eele — eine ©pur ber 
©ottlidfjfeit — bafe roir in ber SRegel aergangeneS Ungemadf) 
unfdfjroer ju aergeffen pflegen, roafyrenb ba% Idngft aerblufjte 10 
©dfjone unb 2lngene^me ber (Srinnerung treu bleibt unb. alfo 
abgefonbert t>on ben ©dfjlacfen ber 2ltttaglidf)fett eine tbeale, 
unaerganglidfje SBelt in unS aufbaut. 

2Bir nennen jene -JRenfdfjen jroar £rdumer, in benen bie 
Sergangen^eit eine grofeere 9toHe fpielt, als bie ©egenroart, is 
ja, als bie ^lane unb $offnungen fiir bie 3ufr*nf*» ®ie 
Sergangen^eit ift abgefdfjloffen unb fertig, fte fteljt unS al3 ein 
©an^eS gegenttber. ©ie ift ein £raum, unb bodf) fage idf), fie 
ift ba3 reettfte ©ut, roeil e8 unroanbelbar ift unb nidf)t aerloren 
fein fann, fo lange bie ©eele lebt. • . • 20 
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3d) fjabe im ©runbe feine fd&Ied&te (Srfltefjung genoffen, fonbern 
melmefjr gar teine. 2Bar id) cin braces, frommes, folg* 
fames, anftetltgeS Stnb, f o Iobten mid) meine ©Item ; roar id) 
baS ©egenteil, fo janften fte mid) berb auS. 35a3 Sob tfjat 
mir faft aUejeit roofjl, unb id) fjatte babei baS ©efiifjl, als e 
ob id) in bie Sange ginge, roeil manege Ktnber Tme ^flattjen 
ftnb, bie nur bei ©onnenfd&etn fd&lanf road&fen. 

SRun roar mein SBater aber ber 2lnficl)t, bafe id) md)t allein 
in bie Sange, fonbern a\xd) in bie Sreite road&fen muffe, unb 
bafiir fei ber (Srnft unb bie ©trenge gui. 10 

2Reine 3Huiter fjatte nid^ts als Stebe. Siebc braud&t feine 
SRed&tferttgung, aber bie 3Hutter fagte: roofjlgeartete Slinber 
roiirben burdO ©trenge Ieid^t oerborben, bie ©trenge beftdrfe 
ben in ber ^ugenb ftets oorfjanbenen SBiberfprud&Sgeift, roeil 
fie tfjm fort unb fort neue Sprung gebe. @r fd&Iummere jroar 15 
lange, fo baft eS ben 2lnfdf)ein fjabe, bie ©trenge roirte giinftig, 
aber fei baS $inb nur erft erroad&fen, bann ttjranntftere eS jene, 
oon benen eS in feiner §iIfIofig!eit felbft tyranntfiert roorben 
fei. §ingegen lege bie IiebeooDe Sefjanblung ben SBiber* 
fprud^Sgeift fd&on beijeiten laljm; ^tnberfjerjen feien roie 20 
SBadfjs, ein ©titc! 2Bad&3 Iaffe ftd& nur urn bie ginger roicfeln, 
roenn es erroarmt fei. 



4 Um'S SBctterroort. 

3Retn Satet modfjte berfelben 2lnfid^t fein, aKein er x>er* 
fianb e3 nid&t, feiner 28arme unb Siebe 2lu3bru<f ju geben; 
bei aW feiner 2Rilbe fjatte bet mit Slrbeit unb ©orgen bclabene 
2Rann ein ftiHeS, ernftes SEBefen ; feinen reidjen £umor Itefe er dot 

5 mit erft fpater fpielen, als er uermuten fonnte, bafe id) genug 
2Renf(i) geroorben fet, urn benfelben aufsunefjmen. 3n ten 
Safjren, ba id) bas erfte 35u£enb £ofen jerrifs, gab cr fid) nid)t 
juft t>iel mit mix ab, aufter roenn id& etroaS Unbrat>e3 angeftellt 
fjatte, in biefem $aHe Itefc er feme ©trenge roalten. Seine 

io ©trenge unb meine ©trafe befianb geroofjnlidj) barin, bafc er t>or 

midf) fjintrat unb mir mit fdjjaHenben, jormgen SEBorten meinen 

$el)ler t>orfjielt unb bie ©trafe anbeutete, bie id& t>erbient fyiitti. 

3$ fjatte m\§ beim SluSbrud^e ber (Srregung allemal vox 

ben Sater fjingefteUt, roar mit ntebertjangenben 2trmen roie 

15 uerfteinert vox if>m ftefjen geblieben unb fyatk ifjm roafjrenb beS 
fjeftigen aSerroeifeS um>erroanbt in fein jornigeS Slngefid^t 
gefdfjaut. 3$ bereute in meinem Sn^^rn ben getjler ftets, itf) 
fjatte baS beutlid&e ©efiifyl ber ©d&ulb, abet idfj erinnere mi6) 
audj) an eine anbere (Smpfinbung, bie midf) bei foldfjen ©traf- 

20 prebigten iiberfam: e§ roar ein eigenartigeS S^tem in mir, 
ein SReig- unb Suftgefufjl, roenn baS ©onnerroetter jo red&t auf 
mity nieberging. (S3 tauten mir bie Socmen in bie Slugen, 
fie riefelten mir iiber bie SEBangen, aber id& ftanb roie ein 
aSaumlein, fdjjaute ben 3Sater an unb tjatte ein unerflarltdfjeS 

25 SOBo^Igefii^I, ba§ in bem -Kafte routes, je langer unb je au3= 
brudESDoHer mein 3Sater vox mir roetterte. 

2Benn tjierauf SQSod^en uorbeigingen, ofyne bafc i6) etroaS 
f)eraufbefd()roor, unb mein 3Sater immer giitig unb [tin an mir 
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Doriiberfd^ritt, begann in mir allmaljHd) roteber ber ©rang ju 
erroad()en unb ju reifen, etroaS anjufteUen, roa§ ben SBater in 
2But brtnge. 2)a3 gefdjaf) nid&t, urn i!)n ju argent, benn id) 
fjatte ifjn uberauS lieb; e8 gefd&af) geroife nid)t au% SoSfjett, 
fonbern auS einem anbem ©runbe, beffen \6) mix batnals nidjjt b 
beroufct roar. 

35a roar e8 einmal am fjeiligen Efjrtftabenb. 3)er SSater 
fjatte ben ©ommer jut>or in -KariajeH ein fd&roarjeS Srujiftjlein 
gefauft, an roeld&em ein au§ 33lei gegoffener SfjrtftuS unb bie 
au% bemfelben Material gebilbeten 3Rarterroerfjeuge Ijingen. 10 
3Mefe3 $eiltgium roar in SBerroafjrung geblieben bis auf ben 
Efjriftabenb, an roeldjjem eS mein 3Sater auS einem ©eroanb* 
faften tyert)ornaf)m unb auf ba3 £au3altard&en petite. 3$ 
naljm bie ©tunbe roafjr, ba meine ©Item unb bie itbrigen 
Seute no<$ braufeen in ben SBirtfd&aftSgebauben unb in ber ib 
Ru6)t ju fd&affen fatten, urn ba§ t)o^e geft uorjuberetten, tdj) 
natym baS Srujifijlein mit ©efafjr meiner geraben ©lieber t>on 
ber SBanb, fyoitz mity bamit in ben Dfenroinlel unb begann 
e3 ju uerberben. 63 roar mir eine ganj feltfame Suft, al§ id& 
mit meinem StafdOenmefJer juerfi bie Setter, bann bie 3<wge » 
unb ben §ammer, fjernacl) ben $afjn be3 $etru§ unb julefct 
ben lieben SfjriftuS uorn $reuje lofte. 3Me Steile lamen mir 
nun getrennt x>iel tntereffanter vox als fritter im ©anjen; 
bodfj je$t, ba id& fertig roar, bie 35inge roieber jufammenfe^en 
rooHte, aber nid&t lonnte, finite id& in ber Sruft eine §ifce 25 
auffteigen, aud& meinte idO, e3 rourbe mir ber §al3 jugebunben. 
— SEBenn'S nur beim StuSfd&elten bleibt bieSmal . . .? — 
3roar fagte id) mir: 2)a3 fd^roarje Sreuj ift jefct fd&Bner aid 
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f rii^er ; in bet $ol)enu>anget KapeKe fte^i aui) ein fd&toatjeS 
Kteuj, too nid&i8 b'tan tft, unb gefjen bodj bic Seute f)in, $u 
beten. Unb u>et btaudfjt gu 2Beif)nad)ten einen gefteujigten 
§ettgott ? 2)a mufc et in bet Grippe liegen, fagt bet starrer. 
5 Unb ba8 will idf) madden. 

%ty bog bem bleiemen SfjtiftuS bic Seine ftumm unb bie 
2ltme iibet bie Sruft unb legte itjn in baS -Kapotbd&en ber 
■JRuttet unb fteHte fo metn Ktippletn auf ben $au8altat, 
nwtytenb id& ba3 Slteuj in bem ©ttof) be3 ©ItembetteS vex* 
10 batg, ntd&t bebenfenb, baft bad Roxbtyn bie $teujabnafyme 
oenaten ntujfe. 

2)a3 ©efd&ttf erfullte fidf) balb. $te 2Ruttet bemetfte eS 
$uetft, rote natttfdj) bo<Jj fjeute ber SRafjfotb ju ben §eiligen= 
bilbem fyinauffame? 
15 „2Bem ifi benn baS Stujtftjletn ba oben im 2Beg geroefen?" 
fragte gleid&geiiig mein 33atet. 

3$ ftanb etroaS abfeits unb tnir wax ju 3Kute roie einem 
35urftigen, bet je$i ftatfen -Dtyrtfjenroetn ju ttinlen ftiegen 
foKte. 3>nbef$ matjnte m\6) eine abfonbetlid&e Seflemmung, 
20 jefct rootnoglid^ nod& roeiiet in ben $inietgtunb ju treten. 

2Retn 33atet ging auf mid& ju unb fragte fafi befdfjeibentltdfj, 
ob id& nid&t tmffe, too baS Kteuj tjingetommen fei ? 35a fteHte 
idO mi<Jj fd&on lerjengetabe t>ot ttjn f)in unb fdfjaute tym in'3 
©eftd&i. @t roieberfyolte feme $rage, \6) roieS mit bet §anb 
25 gegen ba3 Settfttof), eS tamen bie Stfyranen, abet idf) glaube, 
bafe td& leinen -Kunbtmnfel Detjogen fjabe. 

35et 3Satet fud&ie ba8 Setborgene Ijetoot unb roat nid&t 
&otnig, nut iibettafd&t, al3 et bie SKi^anblung bes §eiligtums 
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fafj. SKcin 33etlangen nad& bem SJtytrfjenmein fteigcrtc ftdfj. 
SDet aSater fteUte bad la^le Gtujifelein auf ben 2;tfd&. „5Run 
fefje idO mol)I," fagte er mit atter ©elaffenfjett unb langte 
feinen Qui oom SRagel, ,,-ftun fe^e id& rooljl, er mufc enblid& 
ted&tfd&affen gefttaft metben. 2Benn eintnal bet Sf)tifti-§ettgott 5 
nidjt fid&et geljt . . . ! 8leib' mit in bet ©tube, Sub* !" futyt 
et midO finftet an unb ging bann gut Sfjiite fjinauS. 

Opting' tfym nad& unb fdOau' jum Sitten!" tief mit bie 
9Kuttet ju, „et gefjt Sitfentuten abfd&neiben." 

3$ wax roie an ben Soben gefd&miebet. ©tafelidj) Hat faf) 10 
idf), roaS nun ilbet midj) lommen roiitbe, abet i<$ mat auftet 
ftanbe, and) nut einen ©d&titt gu meinet Slbmefjt ju madden, 
ftinbet finb in fold&en fallen fjauftg einet 3Stad)t untetrootfen, 
bie id) nid()t . (Sigenfinn obet $to$ nennen mod&te, ef^er 33e= 
^attung^roang ; ein ©eelenftampf, bet ftdf) am etjeften felbft 15 
loft, fobalb tfjm ntd&ts SfafpannenbeS mefjt entgegengeftellt 
roitb. 35ie SKuttet ging i^tet Stbeit nad&, in bet abenblidf) 
bunfelnben ©tube ftanb id) aKetn unb Dot mit auf bem Xi\d) 
bad oetftummelte Stujtffe. §eftig etfd&taf id& oot jebem 
©etaufdf). 3m alien Ul)tfaften, bet bott an bet SBBanb bis 20 
gum $uftboben niebetgtng, taffelte bad ©eroidfjt bet <&d)waxi* 
mdlbet-U^t, roeld^e bie fiinfte ©tunbe fd^Iug. (Snblicfy fyotte 
idfj btaufcen and) baS ©dfjnee=2lbfIopfen oon ben ©d&ufjen, e§ 
roaten bed SSatetS Stitte. 91IS et mit bem Sitfenjroeig in bie 
©tube ttat, mat tdf) oetfd&munben. 25 

St ging in bie £ttd&e unb ftagte mit roilb tjetaudgeftofeenet 
©ttmme, mo bet Sub fet ? (53 begann im £aufe ein ©ucfyen, 
in bet ©tube routben bad Sett unb bie 28infel unb bad 
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©eftebel burd&ftbbert, in bcr Sftebenfammer, im Dberboben 
tyorte ity fie fjerumgeljen, tdj) fjbrte bic 33efef)Ie, man tnoge 
in ben ©tallen bie guttertrtppen unb in ben ©dOeunen §eu 
unb ©trof) burd&forfd()en, man moge aud& in ben ©dfjad&en 

5 tytnauSgefjen unb ben Suben nut ftradte vox ben 33ater brtngen 
— biefen Sfjrtftabenb foUe er fidf) fiir fein Sebtag merfen! 
2lber fie tefjrten um>errtcl)teter 2)inge juritdL groei Knedfjte 
rourben nun in bie SKad&barfd&afi gefd&icft, abet meine 3Kuttet 
rief, roenn i<$ etroa ju einem SRadfjbar iiber gelb unb 2Balb 

10 gegangen fei, fo rnitjfe idj) ja erfrteren, es fei mein 3>opplein 
unb mein £ut in bet ©tube. 35a8 fei bo<$ ein rentes @lenb 
mit ben Sinbern! 

©ie gingen bauon, ba3 §auS ttmrbe faft leer unb in bcr 
fmftetn ©tube \a\) man ntd&ts mefjr als bie grauen SBierecIe 

15 ber genfter. * 3<Jj ftat im Ufyrfaften unb tonnte burd& bie 
gugen beSfelben fyertwrgucfen. 35urd& ba8 SHjurd&en, roeld&eS 
fur baS Slufjteljen beS UljrroerfeS angebrad&t roar, tyatte idj 
mi<Jj fjinetngejroangt unb innerfjalb be3 SBerfdfjlageS ljinab= 
gelajfen, fo bafe td& nun im Ufyrfaften ganj aufred&t ftanb. 

20 2Ba3 itf) in biefem 33erftecfe fiir 2lngft auSgeftanben Ijabe! 
35af$ eS fein guteS @nbe nefymen fonnte, fa^ id& twrauS, unb 
bafc bie t>on ©tunbe ju ©tunbe road&fenbe 2lufregung baS 
(Snbe Don ©tunbe ju ©tunbe gefafjrlicfyer madden mufete, roar 
mir audf) liar. 3$ x>errounfd&te ben -Jtafjforb, ber midfj anfangS 

-25 x>erraten fjatte, iti) Derroiinfd&te ba3 Srujifijlein — meinen 
Seid&tfinn ju t>erroiinfcl)en, x>ergafe iti). @s gingen ©tunben 
tyin, idO blieb in meinem aufred&tftetyenben ©arge unb fd&on 
fafe mir ber (Sifenjapfen be3 Ufyrgerotd&teS auf bem ©d(jeitel 
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unb t<$ muftte mi<Jj roomoglid^ nteberbruden, follte baS 
©tetyenbleiben bcr Ufjr nid&t 2lnlaf$ gum 2tufgie^en berfelben 
unb fount ju meiner (Sntbecfung geben. 2)enn enblidj) roaren 
meine ©Item in bie ©tube gefommen, fatten £id)t gemad&t 
unb metnettoegen einen ©treit begonnen. 5 

,,3$ toeift nirgenbs mefjr ju fuc^en," ^atte mem 33ater gefagt 
unb roar erfd&opft auf einen ©tufyl gefunfen. 

„23enn er ftdO im 2Salb t>ergangen fjat ober unter bem 
©d&nee liegt!" rief bie 3Hutter unb erfyob ein IauteS 2Beinen. 

„©ei ftiH bat)Ott!" fagte bet Setter, „idfj mag's nid&t fjbren." 10 

„35u magft e3 nityt fjoren unb fjaft i^n mit Seiner 2BiIb= 
tjett felber oertrieben." 

„5Rit biefem S^eiglein Ijatte idf) ifjm lein 33ein abgefcfylagen," 
t>erfe$te er unb liefe bie SBirfenrute auf ben SEifdf) nieberpfeifen. 

„2lber je$t, toenn id& if)n enmf$', fd&Iag* idO einen 3<wn= 15 
ftecfen tiber t^n entjroei." 

„%t)\xz e§, ti)ut eS — 'letd&t tout's tfjm nid^t mefjr toef)," 
fagte bie 2Rutter unb fefcte baS SSeinen fort. „3Hetnft, 35u 
tjatteft SDeine $inber nur jum SomauSlaffen ? 35a l)at ber Iteb' 
§errgott ganj SRec^t, roenn er fie beijeiten roieber ju fid& nimmt ! 20 
Sinber muft man lieb fyaben, roenn ettoaS auS ifjnen roerben foil." 

£ierauf er: „2Ber fagt benn, baft idfj ben Suben ntdfjt lieb 
f)ab'? 3"^ £e*5 fyinein, ©ott toeift eS! 2lber fagen mag 
id& iljm'3 ttid^t ; id& mag'3 ntd&t unb itf) fann'3 nid&t. 3ftnt 
felber tout's nid^t fo roef) ate mtr, roenn id& ifjn ftrafen mufc, 25 
ba3 roeift id&!" 

//3$ ge^ nodf) einmal fudfjen!" fagte bie 3Hutter. 

,,3$ will aud) nid&t bableiben!" fagte er. 
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„35u mufct mir cinen roarmen Soffel ©uppc ejfen! '3 ift 
9tad&tmal)l3jeit," fagte fie. 

,,3$ mag jefct ni$t3 effen ! 3$ roetfc mir fetnen anbern Slat," 
fagte mein 33aier, Iniete gum 5Eifc^ f)in unb begann fttH ju beten. 

s 35ie 3Hutter gtng in bie $udje, um jur neuen ©u<$e meine 
roarmen Sleiber jufammenjutragen, fur ben %aU, baft man 
mid) trgenbroo fyalberfroren fxrtbc. 3n bet ©tube roar eS roieber 
ftiU unb mir in meinem Utyrfaften roar's, als mtiffe mir vox 
2eib unb $ein bas $erj bred&en. $l6$Iid& begann mein SSater 

io am feinem ®zbtti trampffjaft aufjufd&lud&jen. ©ein §aupt 
fxel nieber auf ben 2lrm unb bie ganje ©eftalt bebte. 

3$ tfjat einen lauten ©dfjret. 3la6) roentgen ©elunben roar 
id) oon SSater unb SKutter auS bem ©efjaufe befrett, lag j$u 
giifcen be§ 3SaterS unb umllammerte roimmernb feine Kntee. 

15 „3Jlein SSater, mein 3Sater!" 35a3 roaren bie einjigen 

9Borte, bie tdf) ftammeln fonnte. Sr langte mit feinen beiben 

2lrmen nieber unb fjob mi<Jj auf ju feiner Sruft unb mein §aar 

roarb feudjjt oon feinen S^ten. 

2Rir ift in jenem 2lugenblt<fe bie (SrfenntniS aufgegangen. 

20 %&) fat), roie abfd&eulidjj eS fet, btefen 3Sater ju reijen unb &u 
beleibigen. 2lber id) fanb nun aud&, roarum \6) e3 getfjan tyatte. 
2lu3 ©efynfud&t, baS aSater=2lnUi$ oor mir ju fefyen, i\)m in'3 9luge 
fd&auen gu lonnen unb feine ju mir fpred^enbe ©timme ju fjoren. 
©ollte er fcfyon nid&t mit mir tjetter fein, fo roie eS anbere Seute 

25 roaren unb roie er eS bamals, Don ©orgen belaftet, fo felten 
geroefen, fo roollte id) roenigftenS fein jomigeS 3luge fel)en, fein 
fyerbeS 2Bort fyoren ; e3 burd&riefelte mid& mit fttfter ©eroalt, es 
gog mid& ju tfjm \)in. 68 roar ba8 Saterauge, baS Saterroort. 
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3n mcincm SSatcr^aufe fanb ftdf) bte „2eben3befd()retbung 
3efu Gfjrifti, fetner Sutler 9Karta unb oieler §eiligen 
©otieS." ©in getftltd&er ©dOafc Don $ater Socljem. 

3)a§ roar ein alteS Sudjj ; bic flatter roaren grau, bic 
Kapitelanfange gotten rounberlicl) grofce 33ud&ftaben in fd&roarjen 5 
unb rotcn garben, 35er fjolflerne ©inbanbbecfel roar an mancfyen 
©teUen fdfjon rourtnftid&ig, unb einc bet Iebernen happen tjatte bic 
■KauS jernagt. ©eit meineS ©rofcoaterS Stobe roar im £aufe 
niemanb geroefen, ber barin petite lefen tonnen; roas SBunber, 
roenn bie Stterletn 33efi$ nafjmen t>on Sod&em'S „2eben Sfyriftt" 10 
unb au& bent „getftltd&en ©cl)a£" i^rc letblidfje Sftatjrung jogen. 

3)a lam id&, bcr Heine 2l936~©d&u$, oerjagie bie SBurtner 
au3 bem Sudjje unb fraft mt<Jj bafiir felber fjtnein. %&%l\tf) 
Ia§ id& unferen §au3leuten oor au% bent „2eben Sfyrifti." 9)en 
jungen $ned&ten unb 2Ragben gefiel ber neue 33raud& juft nicljt, is 
benn fie burften babei ntd&i fcfyerjen unb nid&i jobeln ; bie 
dlteren §au3genojfen aber, bie fd&on etroaS gotteSfiird&ttger 
roaren, tjorten mir mit Slnbadfjt ju „unb ba3 tft," fagten fie, 
„al3 roie roenn ber starrer prebigen t^at ; fo bebeut auSfiifjren 
unb fo eine laute ©timm' !" 20 

3$ fam in ben 9tuf eineS tiidfjttgen SSorleferS unb rourbe 
ein gefud&ier SKann. SBenn irgenbroo in ber SRad^barfd^aft 
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Semanb franf lag obet jum ©terben ober roenn er gar fdfjon 
geftorben roar, fo bafc man an feiner Seiche jur 9la<fyt bie 
Sotenroad&e Ijielt, fo rourbe id& oon meinem 33ater auSgebeten, 
bafj idfj l)inginge unb Iefe. 35a naijm td& baS geroidOtige 

5 ^Seben^S^rifti^Sud^" unter ben 2lrm unb ging. @3 roar ein 

partes SEragen unb idfj roar bajumal ein fleinroinjiger SnirpS. 

(Sinmal fpdt SlbenbS, al3 \6) fdfjon in meiner fiifylen unb 

frifd&buftenben $utterfammer fdfjltef, in roeld&er id& jur 

©ommergjeit biSroeilen ba§ -ftadfjtlager fyatte, rourbe id) burdjj 

10 ein Supfen «n ber 2)edEe Don unferm $necfyt geroedtt. — „©oHft 
fein gefd&roinb aufftefyen, $eter, fottft aufftefyen. 35er 3Keifcn= 
©epp fjat feine £od&ter gefd&idEt, er Idfet bitten, 3)u follft gu 
tf)tn fommen unb ifjm roa§ oorlefen ; er roottt' fterben. ©ollft 
aufftefyen, $eter." — 

15 ©o ftanb \6) auf unb jog mtdfj eilenbS an. ®ann natjm 
id& ba§ Sudfj unb ging mit bem SRdbd&en Don unferem §aufe 
aufroarts tiber bie §eibe unb burdfj bie SEBalbungen. £)a§ 
£du3d&en beS 3Reifen=©epp ftanb gar etnfam mitten im 
2Balb. 

20 35er 3Keifen=©epp roar in feinen jiingeren gafyren Steuter, 

SBalb^ilier, geroefen ; in lefcterer Sett fyatte er fidjj nur metjr 

mit ©agefcfydrfen fur ^oljtjauerleute befdfjdftigt. Unb ba lam 

pIo$Ud& bie fd&roere $ranfl)eit. 

2Bie roir, idfj unb baS 2Rabd(jen, in ber ftiHen, ftern^eHen 

25 3latf)t fo buxtf) bie 6bni§ fdfjritten, fagten roir feineS ein 
2Bort. ©dfjroeigenb gingen roir neben einanber Jjin. 3?ur 
einmal fliifterte ba§ 5Rabcfyen : „2afe E^er, $eter, idfj roill 3Mr 
ba§ 33udj) tragen." 
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„3)a3 tannft nid&t," antroottete id), „SDu bift ja nod& fletnet 
n>ie idO felbet." 

5Rad^ cinem jroetftiinbtgen ©ang fagte ba§ -Dtabd&en: „35ott 
ifi fd)on bas 2id)t." 

2Btt fallen einen matien ©d&ein, bet au§ bem genftet be§ 5 
2Reifenf)aufe§ !am. 9113 mit biefem fd()ott feljt na^e roaten, 
begegnete un3 unfer starrer, bet bem $tanfen bie tyeiltgen 
©actamente getetdjjt tjatte. 

„SDet SBatet — rottb et rotebet gefunb?" ftagte baS 3Kabd^en 
fleinlaut. ' l 10 

„3ft nod^ nid&t fo alt," fagte bet $tieftet ; „nne ©ott will, 
Kinbet, tt>ie ©ott win." 

SDann ging et bacon. 2Bit ttaten in baS JqcivlZ. 

®a§ mat !Iein unb nadfj bet 2ltt bet SBalbfjiitten ftanben 
bie gamiltenftube unb bie ©d&laffammet gleidfc in bet $iid&e. 15 
2lm §etb in einent (Sifenfyafen ftaf ein btennenbet Stenfpan, 
oon bem bie ©tubenbecfe in einen 9taud&fd()Ieiet geljuHt mat. 
9leben bem §etbe auf ©ttofy lagen jroei Heine $naben unb 
fd&lummetten. ©ie waten mit befannt 00m SBalbe fyet, too 
rait oft mitfammen ©d^rodmme unb Seeten fud&ten unb babei 20 
unfete §etben oetloten ; fie roaten nodj) urn etlidjje 3al|te jiinget 
al3 idj). 2ln bet Dfenmauet fafc bag 2Betb be3 Qepp, fjatte 
ein $inb an bet Stuft unb fat) mit gtofcen 2lugen in bie 
flacfetnbe $Iamme be3 $ienfpan§ fjtnetn. Unb Winter bem 
Dfen, in bet einjigen Settftatt, bie im §aufe mat, lag bet 25 
Ktanfe. @t fdfjlief ; fein ©eftdfjt mat ted&t eingefaHen, ba§ 
gtauenbe §aat unb bet Satt um'S $tnn roaten !utj gefd&nitten, 
fo bafe mit bet ganje Sopf fleinet ootfam, ate fonft, ba t<$ 
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ben ©epp auf bem $ird)roeg gefeijen Ijatie. 35te Stppen roaren 
fyalb often unb blafe, burdj biefelben jog ein lebfyafieS 2ttmen. 

33ei unferem ©intritt erfjob fidfj ba3 2Beib Icife, fagtc cine 

(Sntfd&ulbtgung, bafc fie midf) au§ bem SBette geplagt ijabe, unb 

5 Iub ein, bafe idj m\6) an ben Sifdj) fefcen unb bie (Sierfpeife 

effen moge, bie ber $err $farrer iibrig gelaffen fjatte, unb bie 

nod) auf bem Sifdje fianb. 

SBalb fafe tdf) auf bemfelben gledE, ben ber geiftlidfje §err 
nod) fjaite warm gemad&t, unb je$t aft id() mit berfelben ©abel, 
10 bie er fyatte in ben 3Kunb gefiiljrt! 

„3e£t fdjlaft er paffabel," pfierte ba3 2Beib nadf) bem 
Sranfen beutenb. „33orl)tn fjat er athoeg $aben auS ber 
2)ecfe gejupft." 

3$ roufete, baft man e§ fiir ein iibleS S^id^en auSlegt, roenn 

15 ein ©dfjroerfranfer an ber 3)edEe jupft unb fra$i ; „ba frafct 

er [\tf) fein ©rab." 3$ entgegnete bafyer: „3a, baS Ijat mein 

3Sater audf) gettyan, ate er im -Keroenfieber ifi gelegen. 3ft 

bodf) roteber gefunb roorben." 

„SDa§ mein' id) toofyl audfj," fagte fte, „unb ber §err 
20 ^farrer E)at baSfelbe gefagt. — Sin bod^ frofy, bie Seid^t fjat 
ber ©eppel red&t fleiftig oerrid&ten mogen unb idf) f)ab' je$t 
roieber redjjtfdjjaffen Sroft, baft er mir nodjj einmal gefunb nrirb. 
— 5Rur," fefcte fie ganj Ieife bet, „ba3 ©panlid^t IedEt aHeroeil 
fo fyin unb tyer," 
25 SBenn in einem £aufe ba§ Sid&t unrutjig fladferi, fo beutet 
ba§ ber ©laube beS SSoIfeS: e3 roerbe in bemfelben §aufe 
balb ein SebenSlid&t auSlofd&en. 3$ felbfi glaubte an biefeS 
Setd&en, bodf) urn bie §auSlerin ju berutjigen, fagte ity: „@3 
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ftretd)t bie Suft aHeS ju t>icl butdO bie genftetfugen ; id) 
oetfput'8 audfj." ©ie legte baS fdOIummetnbe Sinb auf baS 
©ttof) ; aud& baS 3Rabd&en, toeld&eS mtdf) geljolt, roar fd&on 
jut SRul) gegangen. 2Bit t>erftopftcn fjietauf bic genftetfugen 
mit 2Betg. e 

SDann fagte ba3 2Beib: „©elt, $etet, ®u bleibft mit ba 
tibet bic fjeutige -Kad&t ; id& roiifet mir dot langer SEBeile nid&t 
ju fyelfen. 2Benn et muntet roitb, fo licft unS toa§ oot. 
©elt, 5Du bift fo gut?" 

3$ fdjjlug ba§ 33u<Jj auf unb fud&te na<$ einem geetgneten 10 
Sefeftiid. SlUein, $atet govern t)at nid^t otel gefdfjtieben, roaS 
atmen, bulbenben 3Kenfd^en jum Stofte fein fonnte. $atet 
Sod&em metnt, ©ott ware unenbltdf) getedjjt unb bie Scute 
toaten unfaglid& fd^Ied^t, unb neun ge^ntel bet 3Renfd&en Iiefen 
fd&nutgetabe bet $oUe ju. is 

6§ mag ja toofyl fein, badfjte tdfj mit, bafj e8 fo ift ; abet 
bann batf man's nid()t fagen, bie Seute t^aten fid& nut gtdmen 
unb be3 roeiteten blieben fie Ieid&tlidfj fo fdfjlecljt, toie ftufjet. 
SBenn fie ftc^ beffetn fatten rooHen, fo fatten ftc'S langft fd&on 
getfyan. 20 

$)ie fd&tedfyaften ©ebanfen gingen rote eine jifd&elnbe SRattet 
butcfy bas Godfjem'fd&e 93ud^. giitnnfcigen Seuten gegenubet, 
bie mid& nut anfyotten, bet „Iauten $tebigetftimm , " roegen, 
bonnette id& bie ©teuel unb -Kenfd&enoetbammung tedfjt mit 
SSetgniigen fjetauS ; roenn \6) abet an Stanfenbetten au3 bem 25 
Sud&e Ia3, ba mufcte \6) meine ©tfinbungSgabe oft fetjt 
anfttengen, bafc tcfy roatjtenb be§ 2efen3 bie fatten 2lu3btudte 
mtlbette, bie fdjjaubetettegenbe DatfteUung bet oiet Ie^ten 
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2)tnge mafeigte unb ben gtellen ©ebanfen bcs eifcmbcn 5|$atet3 
cine freunblid^crc gatbung geben fonnte, 

©o plante iti) aud& tyeute, rate id), fdjjeinbat au3 bem 33u$e 
lefenb, bem 3Hetfen=©epp au3 einem anbeten Sud^e tyet SBotte 
5 fagen rooKte t>on bet 2ltmut, t>on bet ©ebulb, t>on ber Siebe 
gu ben 9Kenf(ijen unb rote batin bie roafjte -Kad&folge Sefu 
beftefje, bie un8 — menu %>ie ©tunbe fd&luge — burdj ein fanfteS 
@ntfd()lummetn fjinubetfufjte in ben £immel. 

©nblidfj etroad&ie bet ©epp. @t roenbete ben Jiopf, faf) fein 
io 2Betb unb feine tufjenben Ktnbet an ; bann etbltcfte et mid) 
unb fagte mit lautet, ganj beutlidjet ©ttmme: „33tft bod) 
gefommen, $etet. ©o ban! £)it ©ott, abet jum 23otlefen 
roerben rait fjeut' rootyl !eine Seit tyaben, 2lnna, fct fo gut 
unb roed* bie $inbet auf." 
15 3)aS 2Betb judte jufammen, fuljt mit bet §anb ju intern 
$etjen, fagte abet bann in tu^igem £one : „8ift toiebet 
fd&led&tet, ©eppel? §aft ja ted&t gut gefd&Iafen." 

6t metfte e3 gletd&, bafe ifjte SRufje ntd&t ed&t mat. 

„3^u' 3)icl) nid)t gat fo gtamen, SBetb," fptadfc et, „auf 
20 bet SEBelt ift'3 fd&on nidfjt anbetS. 2Bed' mit fcpn bie Jitnbet 
auf, abet ftiebf am, bafc fie ntd&t etfdOteden." 

3Me £au8letin ging jum ©ttofjlaget, tiittelte mit bebenbet 
§anb am ©dfjaub, unb bie Sletnen fufjren fjalb benmfetloS 
empot. 
25 „%$ bttt' 2)tdfj gat fdfjon, 2lnna, teife mit bie Stnbet ntdfjt 
fo Return," oetroieS bet Ktanfe mit fdfjroad&etet ©timme, „unb 
bie Heine 9ttattf)a lafe fd&Iafen, bie Derftefjt no<Jj nidjts." 

3$ blieb abfeitS am $tfd&e fifcen unb mit roat fjeife in bet 
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93ruft. 2)ie 2Ingel)origen Dcrfammclten ftd& urn ben $ranfen 
unb fdjludjjten. 

„©eib 3*)* wr tufjig," fagtc bcr Bop? ju feinen $inbem, 
„bie 2Rutter roirb <5ud0 fdjon morgen Ianger fcljlafen laffen. 
Sjofefa, tfju' 2)ir bag §emb iiber bic Sruft jufammen, fonft 5 
toirb 2)ir fait. Unb je$t — fcib atttoeg fd^on brao unb folgt 
bcr 3Wutter, unb roenn S^r grofc feib, fo ftefjt iEjr bei unb 
aerlafet fie nid&t. — 3$ f)ab' gearbeitet meiner Sag mit gleife 
unb -Dlttf)' ; gleid^wo^I fann id) (Sudj roeiter nid&tp fjinterlajfen, 
als biefeS §au3 unb ben tleinen ©arten, unb ben StainadEer io 
unb ben ©d&acljen baju. 2Bottt 3l)r (Sudd's teilen, fo tfjut e3 
bruberliclj, abet beffer ift% $t)x ^altet bie 2Birtfd(jaft jufammen 
unb ti)ut fjaufen unb tfjui bauen. SBeiterS mad^' itf) lein 
SLeftament, iclj f)ab' @udj) aQe gleidjj lieb. SLfjut midjj nid^t 
ganj aergeffen unb fdjjitft mir bann unb roann ein 33aterunfer 15 
nadjj. — Unb (Suclj, bie jroei Suben, bitt' idjj Don §er&en: §ebt 
mir mit bem 2Bilbern nid^t an; ba8 nimmt lein guteS @nb\ 
©ebt mir bie §anb barauf. ©o. — SBenn fjalt (Siner oon 
(Sudjj ba3 ©agefeilen rooKf Iernen ; idjj f)ab' mir bamit oiel 
$reu$er bermad&t (erroorben). SBerljeug baju ift ba. Unb fonft 20 
roifet 3^ fdjon, roenn 3^* «m SRainadEer bie (Srbapfel anbaut, 
fo fe|t fie erft im 2Rai ein ; '3 ift rootyl roafjr, toaS mein SSater 
felig gefagt fjat: bei ben (Srbapfeln ^eifjt'S : baut mid) an im 
Spril, fomm' idfj, roann idfj roiH ; baut midfj an im 3Jtai, lornm' 
idfj glei (gleiclj). — Xfjut (Sudjj fo ©priicljlein nur merfen. — ©0, 25 
unb jefct gef)t roieber fd&lafen, Sinber, bafj (Suclj boclj nidfjt 
fait roirb, unb gebt attjeit red&tfd&affen Dbad&t auf (Sure ©efunb= 
Ijeit. ©efunb^eit ift baS SBefte. ©e^t nur fdjlafen, Sinber." 
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3)et $tanfe fdfjtoieg unb jerrte an bcr 2)ede. 
„§rei ju oiel reben tfjut er mir," pfterte bag 2Beib gegen 
mid) geroenbet. (Sine bei ©dfjroerfranfen plo^lidj augbred&enbe 
©efd(jtt)a$igfeit ift cben aud) !ein guteg Scic^en. 

5 3lun lag er, tote jufammengebrodfjen, auf bem SBette. 2)ag 
SBcib jiinbete bic ©terbeferge an. 

„2)ag nid&t, 2lnna, bag nidfjt," murmcltc er, „ein roenig 
fpater. 2lber cinen ©d&lutf SEBaffer giebft mir, gelt?" 
9la$ bem Srinfen fagtc er: ,,©0, bag frifdO' SBaffer ift 

io Ijalt boclj gut. ©ebt wit red&t auf ben Srunnen Dbacijt. %a, 
unb bafe iclj nid&t oergefe', bie fdjjtoargen §ofen unb bag blau' 
Soppel toeifet, unb braufeen Winter bet Stfjttr, too bie ©agen 
fjangen, lefjnt bag §obelbrett, bag leg' iiber ben ©djjleifftocf 
unb bie San!. -JKorgen frit^, toenn bet §oIjjofeI fommt, bet 

15 {jilft nticlj fd&on tyinauglegen. 2Bag unten bei bet $fattfitd(je 
mit mir gefcijef)en foil, bag toeifet fd&on felbet. 9Jleinen btaunen 
Sobenrocf unb ben bteiten §ut fdjjenf' ben airmen. S)em $eter 
magft auclj mag geben, bafe et tyeraufgegangen ift. SSieHeid^t 
ift et fo gut unb Iteft motgen beim Seid^road^en wag oor. 

20 gg roitb ein fd&oner Sag fein motgen, abet ge^ nid&t gu toeit 
fort oon fyeim, eg modjjt' ein Ungliitf gefd&efyen, toenn braufeen 
in ber Saube bag Sid^t brennt. — yiatyfytx, 2lnna, fudjj' ba im 
Settftrof) nad&; toirft einen alten ©trumpf finben, finb etUd^' 
Swanjiget brin." 

25 „©eppel, flreng' 2)idfj nid&t fo an im SReben," fd^Iud^jte bag 
2Betb. 

„2Bof)l, voo^l, 3lnna — aber augfagen mufc icij'g boclj. !ge§t 
toerben toir tool nid&t mefjr lang' beifammen fein. 3Bir fyaben 
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tmS jwanjig Satyre gefyabt, Slnna. 2)u bift ntcin 2lHe3 geroefen ; 
fein SJtenfclj fann Sir's oergelten, toa§ 2)u mir geroefen bift. 
2)a3 oergefj' idO Sir nidjt im Sob unb nidjt int §immel. 
9Riclj freut'3 nut, bafe iclj in bcr Iefcten @tunb' nodjj n>a3 mit 
2)ir rcben fann, unb bafj id& gIetd&n>of)l fo Did bci Skrftanb 5 
bin." 

„ — ©tirb bodjj nicljt gar fyart, ©eppel," fjaud&te baS SBeib 
unb bcugtc fidj) iiber fein Slntltfc. 

„;Kein," antroortete cr rufjig, „bei mir ift'3 fo, roie bev 
mcincm 33ater: Ieid&t gelebt unb Ieidjjt geftorben. ©et nur 10 
auclj 2)u fo unb leg' Sir's nidjjt f darner. SBenn mir nun 
auclj roieber jebeS aUetn anfommen, jufammen gefybren mir 
gleid&roofjl noclj unb idf) fyeb' Sir fdjjon ein $la$el auf im 
§immel, gleim (nafje) an meiner ©eh', 2lnna, gleim an meiner 
©eit\ Sftur ba§ tlju' urn ©otteSnrillen, bie $inber jie^ gut 15 
auf." 

2)ie Stnber rufyten. 63 war ftiH unb mir roar, als 
tyorte iclj irgenbroo in ber ©tube ein IeifeS ©djjnurren unb 
©pinnen. — 

$pio$Iiclj rief ber ©epp: „2lnna, je$t jiinb' gefdfjroinb bie 20 
$erje an!" 

2)a3 3Beib rannte in ber ©tube tyerum unb fudjjte nadjj 
geuerjeug; unb e§ brannte \a boclj ber ©pan. — „3e$t fyebt 
er an ju fterben!" freifdjjte fie. 2113 aber bie rote SBad&sferje 
brannte, als fte ifjm biefelbe in bie §anb gab, als er ben 25 
SBacljSftod gelafjen mit beiben £anben umfaftte unb als fie 
ba3 2Betf)n>affergefaft 00m ©efimfe naljm, ba rourbe fie fd^einbar 
ganj tufjig unb betete Iaut: „3efa8/ SWaria, ftefjt ifym bei! 



20 2Bic bcr SReifenfepp geftorben ift. 

3#t §etligen ©otteS, fteljt ifjm bet in ber fjod&ften Sftot, lafti 
feme ©eele nidEjt aerloren f cin ! SefuS, id) bete ju 35einem 
aUerfjeiligften Seiben! 9Raria, \6) rufe 2)eine fyeiltgen fieben 
©d&merjen an! 2)u, fetn tyeiliger ©$u§engel, roenn feine 
5 ©eel' com Seib ntuft fcljeiben, fu^r' fie ein ju ben {jimntUfdfjen 
greuben!" 

Unb fte betete lemge. ©ie fd&lucij jte unb roeinte nid&t ; nidjjt 
eine einjige SLfjrane fianb in intern Sluge, fie roar gang bie 
ergebene SBeterin, bie gitrbitterin. 
10 ©nbliclj fdjjnneg fie, beugie fid^ iiber ba3 tQauyt be3 ©atten, 
beobad&tete fein fd&n>adj)e8 Sltem^olen unb fyaud&te : „©o befyut' 
2)td& ©ott, ©eppel, tfju' mir meine @ltern unb unfere ganje 
greunbfd&aft (aSetroanbtfd^aft) grufeen in ber Sroigleit. Se^ut' 
2)tdjj ©ott, mein Iieber 2Rann ! 2)ie fyeiltgen Sngel geben 3)ir 
15 baS ©eleit', unb ber §err 3efu§ wit feiner ©nab' roartet fdjjon 
Seiner bei ber fjimmlifcijen SC^iir." 

6r tyorte eS trieUeicijt nid^t meljr. ©eine Maffen, tyalboffenen 
Sippen gaben leine 2lntn>ort. ©eine 3lugen fafjen ftarr gur 
©tubenbecfe empor. Unb au% ben gefalteten §anben aufragenb 
20 brannte bie SBadjjSferge ; fte flatferte nidjjt, ftiU unb geruljfam 
unb f)eH, roie eine fd&neeroeifee Sliitenfnofpe ftanb bie glamme 
empor — fein 2ltemgug beroegte fie nidjjt tnefjr. 

n — 3*W tft'* 9 ar ' ie^t 1 ifi er tnir geftorben!" rief baS 2Beib 
au%, fdjjriK unb fjergburdjjbringenb, bann fan! fie nrieber auf 
26 einen ©cfyemel unb begann bitterlicij gu roeinen. 

2)ie roieber erroad&enben $inber roeinten aucij; nur ba3 
$Ieinfte ladfjelte. . . . 

S)ie ©tunbe lag auf un3, roie ein fdjjroerer ©tein. 
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(Snblidfj rtd^iete ficlj bte §au3lerin — bie SBitroe — auf, 
trodhtete tyre SLJjranen unb Iegte jroei ginger auf bic 2lugen 
be3 SLoten. 

2)ie SBad^Sterjc brannte, bi§ bic -Dtorgenrote aufging. 

2)urdfj ben SBalb roar cin Sotc gcgangen. 2)ann !am ein s 
§o!jarbeiter. 2)er befprengte ben Soten mit 2Betfyroaffer unb 
murmcltc: „©o rucfen fie ein, einer nadj bem anbern." 

S)ann tfjaten fie bem -KeifemSepp fefttagige $Ieiber an, 
trugen if>n EjinauS in bie SSorlaube unb Iegten ifjn auf ba§ Srett. 

— 2)a§ ftutf) liefe id) Iiegen auf bem Xifdj, fiir bie Setd&en* 10 
roadmen ber nadOften 9tadfjte, gu benen iclj ber £au3lerin ba3 
Sefen jugefagt tyatte. 2118 idfj fortgefjen rooDte, !am fie mit 
einem griinen £ut, auf roeldfjem ein roett auSgeborfteter @em3= 
bart ftaf. 

•4 

^SBSiHft ben §ut mttnefjmen fiir 2)einen SSater?" fragte fie, 15 
„ber ©eppel fyat iDeinen SSaier fortroeg gern getyabt. 2)en 
©amSbart magft jum Slnbenfen felber be^alten. Set 1 einmal 
ein Saterunfer bafiir." 

%6) fagte meinen 2)anl, id& tfyat nodjj einen unjleien 33Iid 
gegen bie 33af)re f)in; ber ©epp lag lang geftredt unb fjielt 20 
feine §anbe iiber ber SBruft gefaltet. — 2)ann ging idfj fjinauS 
unb abroariS burclj ben SBalb. — 2Bie roar's Iid&t unb taufrifdjj 
t>oH Sogelgefang, t>oH Sliitenbuft — doH Seben im SBalbe ! 

Unb in ber §iitte, auf bem SBaljrbrett lag ein toter -Dtenfcij. 

3$ fann bie 9lad)t unb ben 2Rorgen — ba8 ©terben mitten 25 
in bem unenblidfjen SebenSqueH beS SBalbeS nimmerme^r 
uergeffen. Sluclj beftfce id) fjeute nodO ben ©emSbart jum 
2lnben!en an ben 2Hetfen=©epp. 
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2Benn mid) bie ©ter anpacft natf) ben greuben bcr SBelt, 

obet roenn mi$ bie S^cifel iiberfommen an bet 3Jtenf<$f)eit 

©otteSgnabentum, ober roenn mid) gar bie 2lngfi n)tU qualen 

vox meinem t)ielleid)t nod) fernen, trieUeidjt fdjon nafjen £tngang 

5 — fo ftetfe iti) ben ©emSbart bes Sepp auf ben §ui. 



2luf 6er V0ad\t 



yV^cin Satcr lilt ju jener 3eit an einer langroterigen 
^ B * Sranftyeit. @§ roar felten roer urn iljn, als fein 
altefteS ©otynlein. 2luclj ber Sager SBolf fafe juroetlen neben 
auf ber Dfenbanf, unb freute fid), roenn bem ftranfen bet 
gefpenbete 2Bilbbraten redjjt munbete. Unb ber SBilbbraten 5 
fieKte nteinen SSater rid&tig fo roeit n>ieber f>er, bafe biefer 
eineg £age§, e§ roar im 2luguft urn bie Sett be§ 3Jtoria= 
^immelfaljrtSfefteS, ju mir f agtc : ^ub', je$t roerb' idO bodjj 
enbliclj roteber roaS anfangen miiffen. 2Ba3 meinft, jum 
^orbflecljten roar' id) rool ftarf genug?" 10 

Unb am nadfjften Sage gingen mix fdfjon jur SJJlorgenfritye 
aus unb gegen bie fogenannte SBilbroiefe fjinauf, roo utelc 
SBeiben roud&fen. 3)ie 2BiIbroiefe roar oben in ben tyinieren 
2BaIbungen. Dft blieb mein SSater unterroegS ftefyen, ftiifcte 
fidjj auf feinen ©totf, fd&opfte Suft, unb bann fragte er midfj 15 
immer, ob iclj ein ©cfynittdjjen SBrot beifcen roolle. 

2113 roir iiber bie ©djjaffyalbe fyinaufgefommen roaren, roo 
ber junge Sard&enanroacljS noclj im 9Jtorgentaue ftanb, fallen 
roir im 2)itfidfjte einen 9Jtonn baljinljufcljen, ber ein ©tiitf 
§odjjroiIb iiber ber 2l$fel irug unb etvoaz roie ein ©cfyiefsgeroefjr 20 
Winter ficij {jerfd&Ieppte. ®r bucfte fidfj fo fefjr, baft nur ein 
paar loEjlfd^roarje §aarfe|en t>on feinem §aupte ju fefyen roaren. 
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2U3 biefe ©eftalt Doruber roar, blieb ntein SSater roieber ftefjen 
unb fagte : „§aft gegutfi ? SDaS ift ber fd^tDara' SEoni geroefen." 
2)er fd&roarj' SEoni roar tin 2Rann, t>or bcm fie iiberall bie 
Ifyuren aerriegelten. 

5 „3<*/ $inb," fagtc ber SSater, als roir un3 auf ben ©tamm 
eineS gefallenen SaumeS gefe^t fatten, „ift fjart fur etnen 3Ren= 
fd^en, bem'S fo gef)t, rote bem SEoni. SDer fjat fein Sebtag nid&t 
2?ater unb 9Rutter gefefjen. 2118 Sinb ift er auS bem ginbetyaufe 
in unfere ©egenb gebrad&t roorben. gfreilidj) nidjt au3 cljriftlid&er 

10 Sarmfjerjigfeit, fonbern beS ©elbeS roegen, baS fur iljn au3geflat)It 
roorben, tyat ifjn ein Koljlerroeib an KinbeSftatt genommen. £alb 
erroadfjfen fyat ficlj ber Xoni im SBalb {jerumgetrieben, tein -Kenfcij 
fyat fidj) an ifyn gef efjrt ; f o ifi er Derroa^rlofi unb Derroilbert. 2Bie 
bas^otylerroeib fie^t, ber 3ie{)fof)n bringe nur ©cljanbe, fo fyat 

15 fie gefagt : Soni, 35u Sump, bei mir bift nimmer batyeim ! — 2Bo 
benn? l>ai fidjj b'rauf ber Xoni gefragt, aber itberall, roo er an= 
geflopft, ift ifym bie %i)\xx Derfdjjloffen geroefen. -Kogen ifjn bie 
3Jtenfd&en nidfjt, fo giebt er fidjj mit ben SEieren ab — Derlegt ftdD 
auf'3 SBilbern. 3Sor einem Satyr tyat ityn ber ^ager 2Bolf in ba3 

20 3«c^t^auS gebrad^t ; aber je$t roieber fret, mag ifjm fein 9Jlenfd|) 
gem begegnen, gleicijroofyl id& nicfyt glaub', bafe er roem roa§ ju 
leibe tf)5t\ ©d&Iecljt, fag' idO, ifi er ntd&t, aber t)er!ommen burdjj 
unb burdfj ; unb fo, mein Sublein, roirb oft ein -Kenfdjj f)inau8= 
geftofeen auf bie fd^iefe Strafe, unb fo ruifdjjt er ab unb fann ftd& 

25 nid&t mefyr fjalten." 

Watf) biefen SBorten fd&ritten roir roieber langfam bafjin unb 
nadfjbem roir burcfy triel SBalb unb fdjjattenbunfle ©dfjludfjten ge* 
gangen roaren, tamen roir enblidO jur Sid^tung ber SBilbroiefe. 
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SLeilroeife lag fie nodj im ©fatten be3 SLeufelSfteinbergeS ; bie 
Sacljroeiben abet, bie in einer langen SRet^e f)tn ftanben unb fid^ 
itber ein ftiUriefelnbeS 9Biifferlein roblbten, fd&immerten in bem 
listen ©onnentag, als ob fie aUe filberne flatter fatten. 2)ie 
SBiefe roar bereits gemafyt unb baS §eu fortgebradEjt ; feljr ftiU unb s 
x>erlaffen lag bie 2Ratte. 2ln ben SRanbern roudjjfen blaue 6ngian= 
glotfen unb e§ roar fdjjon bie Seitlofe ba. 

2Bir famen urn bie 2Beibenruten, bie am Saclje ftanben. 2Bir 
gingen quer iiber bie SBiefe bi§ f)in gum 9tanbe, roo roieber bie 
fefjr fjoljen gid^ten beS 2Balbe3 begannen unb roo ein rot ange= 10 
ftridjjeneS Sreug ftanb, beffen S)ad^brettd^en reidjjliclj mit 2RooS 
beroadEjfen roaren. §ier rooUten roir vox ber Slrbeit un§ ein roenig 
fefcen, auf bie Saume f)inau3fd&auen unb ein ©tucf 33rot x>er- 
geljren. 

2lber noclj efye ber SSater ftd^ nieberliefe, faf) er Iange unb un= 15 
oerroanbt auf eine ©telle f)in. 

2lm $uj$e einer SBeifttanne lag ein 2Rann. (Sin ^SgerSmann mit 
einem ©d&iefegeroefyr ; bie Socfen gingen iljm iiber ©tint unb 2luge, 
man roufcte nidjjt, ob er benn roirfliclj fo feft fd&lafe, al3 eS augfaf). 

3Rein 3Sater trat enbliclj Ijingu, fd&ob aber midj) mit ber §anb 20 
fjinter fidj) gurttcf . 2)ann fafyen roir e§ : ®er SJlann lag in einer 
Slutlad^e ; ber auS einer §al3rounbe fprubelnbe QueH roar bereits 
geftocft. 

■Dtein 3Sater legte bie £anbe ineinanber unb fagte gang leife : 
/fS^t fyaben fie ba ben %'i%zx SBolf erfd&Iagen !" 25 

2113 iclj Ijierauf gu roeinen begann, f)ob midfj mein SSater empor 
gu feiner 93ruft; unb roie rufjtg er au6) fd&einen roollte, \6) t)ab' 
eS bodfj roafjrgenommen, roie fein §erg fo fjefttg fd&lug. 
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2)ann unterfudjjte er ben (Srfcljlagenen — bie 2lugen roaren ge* 
broken, bie Sippen faf)I roie trocfen (Srbteidj — baS Seben tear 
bafjin. 

„9Rit bem SBeibenfcljneiben ift eS tjeute nid&ts," fagtc mein 
5 33ater, „je$t mufj einer Don unS Seute fjolen, bafc fie ben 2BoIf 
roegtragen; unb ber anbere roirb bieroeilen bableiben miiffen. 
(Sinen SLoten tann man nidjt aUein Iaffen, fo lange er nidjt im 
©rabe ruf)t. @§ fonnte aud) leid&t ein £ter Uber iE>n fommen. 
2)a§ Sefte roirb fein, itf) Ijolpere IjinauS in ben Sranbgraben ju 
10 ben §oIjfned&ten, unb 2)u fe$eft 35iclj fd&im [till ba unter ba8 
$reu$." 

3Rtr gab J § einen ©tid) im §crjen. 2Bie fonnte mir mein 
Sater bas antljun, m\6) fiunbenlang allein Iaffen im SBalbe bei 
eincm Stoten ! Slber idO nmftfe bie 2Bege nid^t unb Ijatte bie §oI^ 
15 Ined^te nid&t gefunben. 

„$reUid&, Sublein, ifi baS ein traurigeS SBarten ba/' futjr er 
fort, „aber roadmen muft roer bafyier, biefe d&rtftlid&e £ieb' muffen 
roir bem SBolf fcijon erroeifen." 

3idfj ftarrte auf ben Soten. 
20 2Rein SSater jog fetne Heine Sfet au% bem ©iittel, mit n>eld&er 
er bie 2Beibenruten {jauen mollte, unb fdUte nun $fte von ben 
Saumen unb fyullte ben 3#9e*3mann mit SReifig ein. 35ann 
fniete er nieber t>or ber grttnen Safjre unb betete ftiH ein 93ater= 
unfer. Unb ate er ficlj n)ieber erfjob, fagte er: „Unb je$t, mein 
26 Snabe, tfju' unferem SKitbruber ben SiebeSbienft, unb roadfje. 2)ie 
2ljt lafe iclj 2)ir ba, bie ^alt' feft. gud^fen unb Staben fonnen 
Ieid&t f ommen ; anbere Slaubtiere roetft \6) in ber ©egenb nidEjt. 
Sis ju ben SBeiben bort magft fjingefjen, aber wetter n>eg nidfji. 
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3$ roiH red&t cilcn ; bis bie ©dfjatten antjeben ju road&fen, roirb 
fd&on n)cr lontmen !" 

2)ann Icgtc er fiir mtd^ nod& 33rot unter rin 33aumd&en unb 
bann ging er baoon. @r ging ^in quer iiber' bic 2Biefe, roie roir 
fyergegangen roaren, unb cr Derfdjjroanb in bem 35unfel beS 2Balbe3. e 

SRun roar idjj allcin auf bcr umroalbeten SBiefe, unb baS tnilbc 
©onnenlid&t roar auSgegofjen iiber bic einfame -Dlatte, iiber bic 
glifcernben 2Beiben unb ubcr ben* fiillcn SRcifcr^ugcI am 3BaIb= 
ranbc. 3$ woDtc nid&t tyinbltden auf bie fcltfamc Safjrc ; iclj 
fdfjritt gegcn baS SBetbengebitfdfje, abcr mcin 2lugc roenbete fidfj 10 
immcr roieber juriidE jum rotcn Krcujc, unb ju bem, roaS ba= 
ncbcn lag. 

35er armc %a$cx 2BoIf ! 3$ rouftte e3 noclj red&t gut, roie cr 
vox roenigen Sfcfyten mtt fcincr 33raut unb fcincm ^odfoeitSjuge 
an unferem £aufe Doriibergcjogen roar. 2)ie SBalbfjorner unb 15 
bic poller fdfjallten, bafe bic $enfter unfcrcS §aufe3 Hirrien. 2)er 
2BoIf roar cin ^ilbfd^er SBurfd&e gcrocfen; cinen grofcen ©traufe 
trug cr auf bcm §ut, unb ein rotes Sanb ging nicber iiber feincn 
3?adEcn, roo je$t bic Sluifiricmc roar. — 

3>djj ging ben SBeibenbufcljen cntlang. 3Randfje3 groeiglcin 20 
regtc ficlj unb jittcrte fort unb fort. £ie unb ba fd&neUte ein 
§eupferbdjjen. 3$ 6og bie Sfte auScinanber unb blitfte in bas 
SBafferlein; ba3 ftanb [till untcr bem bidjjten $ledjjtroerfe, unb 
glifcerte faum. ©in grofcgeflecfter 9JioIclj froclj fjeroor unb nafjm 
feine 9tid()tung gegen midj) ; ba flo^ idfj cntfe^t bat)on. 25 

2)ann begann iclj mit meincn lurjen ©Written bic ©fatten ber 
$$aumz ju meffen — bis bicfe ju roadmen anljeben, lommen bic 
Scute. — ;Kodfj aber rourben fte filler unb lurjer. 2)ic Sonne 
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ftanb fjodj uber bcm XeufelSftein unb uber bcm SLfjalgrunbe lag 
ein blaultdjer 2)uft. 

Sdfj fefjrte roieber gum $reuje jurud unb fefcte mid) auf ben 
©tem, auf roelcfyem fonft anbdd^tige SBalbroanberer fnieen. S)a§ 
5 $reug roar fyodj) unb fjatte feincn §eilanb. SBeit ftredte e§ feine 
Slrme aus, al§ rooUte e§ ben SBalb umfangen. 

3$ roenbete miclj t>on bcm $faf)le unb t)on bem 93af)rf)ugel unb 

faf) fyin gegcn ben 33ergruden be§ £eufel§fteim 2)ie £immel3= 

glode lag in mattem 33Iau, !ein SSogel unb taum eine -Kiide roar 

io t>ernef)mbar. 63 roar ein fafi traumfyafter grii^erbftmittag, 

burd()flungen Don einer erotgen ©tille. — 

2Bilbfd(ju$en fyaben iljn erfd&ojfen. 3$ ging uber bie SBiefe 
unb fagte mir, roenn id) getynmal iiber bie SBiefe gegangen fein 
rotirbe, bann roollte id) roieber ben ©fatten meffen. 2tber bet 
15 ©fatten budte ftd) nocij mefyr unter bie 33aume, al3 frufyer. 

35ann ging iclj fyin ju ber Der^uDten Seidjje be§ SBalbmanneS 

unb ftanb lange vox berfelben ; itf) finite !aum ein ©djjauern mefyr. 

2)ann fe^te iclj micij roieber unter ba§ Sreug unb aft ein ©dj)nitt= 

d&en 33rot. 35a fyorte idjj plbfclidE) ein Sniftern ; ein 9tef) ftanb 

20 unb gudte burdE) bag ©eftamme. 

3ule$t f am bag £ier gar ju bem SReiferfjugel fyeran 

unb fdjjnupperte ; vox biefem ^agerSmanne fiird^tete e§ ficij 

nicfyt mefyr. 6rft als e§ ben $uh>ergerud(j be§ ©eroeljrlaufeS 

geroafjrt fyaben mo$te, roenbete e§ fidj) mit groften ©a§en bem 

25 35idid&te ju. 

(SnblidE), als iclj roieber ben ©fatten mafc, fjatte er ficlj urn ein 
roenigeS gebe^nt. 3$ mufcte ja boclj fdfjon tnele ©tunben auf ber 
SBilbroiefe geroeilt fjaben. 
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2Bie immet, fo tyatte mein SBater audjj bieSmal redjjt. Sdjj fjorte 
eincn getragenen ©djjaH unb SBieberfjaH im SBalbe. @8 nafjtcn 
■Dlenfcljen. 2)odj nid^t bic §o!jfnecljte roaren e3, bic um ben 
2BoIf fommen foHten, fonbern quer iiber bie 2Biefe fyer !am cin 
jungeS SBeib, bag trug einen $orb am Siutfen unb fityrte cin etma 5 
brctja^rigeS $inb am 2lrm. ©ie fangen cin luftigeS Sinberlteb, 
unb baS Heine -Dtabdjen lad&te babei unb fjiipfte flinf iibcr ba8 
roeicije ©ra8. 

3$ erlannic bic SRafjenben balb, e8 roar ba3 SBeib unb ba3 
$inb bcS erfd&Iagenen 3«gerS 2Bolf. io 

©ie lamen fjeran, unb als fie miclj fafjen, fagte bie 3&0^ n 
jum 3Jtabd&en : ^©d^au, 2lgatf)a, ba beim $reuj fi$t cin Sub', 
ber betel ein 33aterunfer; bag ifi gar cin bracer 33ub\" 

2)ann Inieie fie f)tn auf ben ©tein, legte bie §anbe jufammen 
unb beteie autf). 2)aS Sinb tfjat beSgleid^en unb roar gar emft- 15 
fjaft babei. 

3Rir roar unbefd&reiblidjj roel). 2Bie fjatte idjj fagen lonnen, 
roaS unter bem Steifig lag? 3$ gwg abfeitd gegen bie 
SBeiben. 

„©o, mein §erg," fagte ba3 SBeib fjierauf gur $leinen, „je$t 20 
ge^ idjj (Sngianlraut fcljneiben, 2)u fefc* 3)id^ bierocilen ba auf 
bag ©'reifigbett unb brodEe 2)ir 35pWen oh. ipernaclj fommt ber 
SSater t>om XeufelSftein fjerab, unb tyxnad) fefcen roir unS %\x- 
fammcn unb cffen ben ©cijottentcte, ben \6) im $orb fyaV, unb 
IjernadE) fjopfen roir Iuftig miteinanbcr fyeimju." 25 

Unb ftc fefcte baS $inb auf ben Sleifer^aufcn — auf bie 33af)r= 
ftatte be3 SSaterS. 2)ann ging fie mit bem $orb gegen ben 
SBiefenrain, roo ©ebiifd&e Don (Snjian ftanben. 3Son bort au% 
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rief fte m\6) an, n>a8 idj) bcnn fo aUein maclje auf bcr 2Bilbtmefe, 
ob tdf) mid) Derirrt fyatte ober etroa S^S^n fudfjte ? 

3>d& nmfete leinc 2lntn>ort, bcutcte auf cincn grofeen fdfjneeroeifeen 
©d&metterling unb fagtc : „3e$t fcljau baS Xiet an, une'S f>erum= 
5 fliegt; fd^au, trie's flicgt!" 

„$ift cin renter 3laxx\]6), 2>u!" t>erfe$te bie S^rin ladfjenb 
unb ging an iljre 2lrbeit. 

2)ie Heine Slgatfja fpielte auf bem Steifertyttgel, fte jupfte an 
ben Sroeigen unb nmfjlte in benfelben unb neftelie etroaS fjeraor. 
10 (Snblidjj routbe if>r bang unb fie ljub an naclj bet SButter ju 
rufen. 

3la6) eincr 2Beile !am ba§ SBeib tjetan, ba tyielt itjrn ba§ Kinb 
einen Sting entgegen unb fagte: „©djjau, ba3 {jab* idfj gefunben, 
baSifibesaSaterS!" 
15 2)ie 3#9e*in t^at einen tjellen 5Ruf : „$inb, nue lommft 35u 
$u biefem 3ttng ?" 

2)ie $leine lad&elte Dergnilgt. 

S)a§ SBeib i)ub bag Sinb auf bie @rbe, roarf einen Slic! auf 
baS ©ejroeige unb ftiefe einen gellenben ©d&rei au3. ©ie fafj 
20 burclj baS SReifig eine SJtenfdjjenljanb. 

3Bie roiitenb ftiirjte fie tyin auf bie ©d&id&tung unb taffte bie 
grunen Sroeige auSeinanber — mit ipaft unb Ejeifcer 2lngft — bann 
fanf fte guriicf unb fd&lug ficlj bie flaxen §anbe in baS 2lntlifc. 
9Sor iljr lag im Slute erftant tyx gemorbeter ©atte. — 
25 ,gur felben ©tunbe gingen jroei §ol^auer liber bie 2Biefe unb 
brad&ten eine Stragbafyre mil. Suerft fnieten fie vox bem SEoten 
unb beteten fiill, bann fyoben fie ifyn auf bie SBafjre, legten baS 
©eroetyr an feine ©eite unb trugen ifyn bax>on. 
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35er $orf> blieb ftefyen bei bcm (Sngiangebitfdfje, bag 2Beib folgte 
ber SBafjre ; e§ fagtc Icin 2Bort, eS Dergofe Icinc SLfjrane, eS trug 
bag fpielenbe SWabdEjen auf bcm Slrm. 2)a§ blaffe, ftartc 2lngeficljt 
ber ©attin, baS rotroangige, tyellaugige Socfenfapfcljen be3 itinbeS 
Winter ber Safjre fyer — baS mag id) nimmermefyr t>ergeffen. 5 

3$ bin aud) fjinten b'rein gegangen. 2)ie SBeiben ftanben in 
ifyrem roafferigen ©trimmer ; bie ©djatten ber Xannen lagen fyin- 
geftredft iiber bie ganje 2Biefe. 35aS rote $reuj ragte regungSloS 
im 2)unfel be3 2Balbranbe3. 

2)ie SBaljre fd&roanfte bem entfemten gagerfjaufe ju. %8) ging io 
gegen unfer ©efjofte. 2113 itf) ju bemfelben fyinabfam, fitfyrten 
{janbfefte SBurfdEjen einen rouft augfefjenben 2Rann fjerbei. 6s 
roar ber fdjjroarj' Xoni. 2)a roir if)n am -Korgen im Sardjjem 
anroacfyg gefefyen, fo tyatte mein SSater auf feine ©pur geroiefen. 
2)er SHid^ter tarn, unb unier ber grofeen @fdje, bie vox unferem 15 
£aufe ftanb, rourbe bag SBerfjor geljalten. 2)er Xoni roar ge- 
ftanbig, ben Sdger 2Bolf aug 3iad)e erfd&offen ju tyaben. £ierauf 
rourbe ber SBurfclje in $etten gegen bie ©tabt gefiiljrt, aug ber er 
einft alg 2Bicfelfinb gefommen roar. 

2llg idjj in bie ©tube fam, fafe mein SSater an feinem 93ette. 20 
<5r roar feljr beroegt, tyub miclj &u ftclj auf bag $me unb fagtc : 
„33iibel, bag ift ein bofer Sag geroefen. 3)einetroegen ift mir ein 
©tein auf bem §erjen gelegen." 

2Sir gingen in jenem 3>af)re nid&t mefjr Ejinauf jur SBilbroiefe. 
©either aber bin iclj rool meljrmate auf berfelben geroefen. 3)ie 25 
SBeiben glifcern, bie tyofyen $idfjten fteljen nodfj fyeute — unb iljr 
©fatten fd&roinbet unb road^ft, roie bag triibe (Srbengefdfjtd, unb 
ibr ©fatten roadfjft unb fcljroinbet, roie bag menfcljlidEje Seben. 



2lls idj bas erfte ZTtal auf 5em 
Dampfu?agen faf . 



yV^cin tyate, bcr Knieerutfd&er Sodjem — er nitye in gfrieben ! 

— roar em 5Rann, bcr allcS glaubte, nur nid&t ba§ 

SRaturlicfje. 3)a§ rocnige oon SWenfdfjenroerfen, roaS cr begreifen 

f onnte, roar ifym gbttlid&en UrfprungS ; baS tnele, roaS er nid&t 

5 bcgreifcn fonnte, roar if>m §cjcrci unb JcufelSfpuf . — ©cr 
5Renfdfj, baS bet>orjugtefte ber 2Befen, f>at pm 35cifpiel bic 
fjafyigfeit, baS SRinbSlcbcr gu gerben unb fidj ©tiefel barau§ 
ju oerfertigen, bamit ityn nidfjt an bie S^^n fricre; biefe 
©nabe l)at cr von ©ott. 2Benn bcr 5Renfdfj abcr Ijergefyt unb 

10 ben Sli^ableitcr obcr gar ben Jelegraptyen erfinbet, fo ift baS 
gar nidfjts anbereS al§ einc 2lnfed|jtung bcS JeufclS. — ©o 
fyielt bcr 3od&em ben lieben ©ott fiir einen gutljerjigen, 
einfaltigen 2Uten (gang roie er, ber 3 0c ^ m / felber roar), ben 
Icufel abcr fiir ein IiftigeS, abgefeimteS ^reujfopfel, bem nid&t 

15 beijufommen ift unb baS bie SKenfdfjen unb audfj ben lieben 
©ott von Ijinten unb oorn befdfjroinbelt. 

2lbgefef)en von biefer Ijoljen 3Reinung vom Sucifer, Seeljetub 
(roaS rocife idfj, roie fie alle tyeiften), roar mein $atc ein gefd&eiter 
3Rann. 3$ acrbanfte il)m mandfjeS neue £einenf)o3lein unb 

20 mandfjen x>erborbenen 3Jlagen. 
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©ein Jroft gegen bie 2tnfecijtungen be3 bofen gfeinbeS 
unb fein SBertrauen roar bie 2BaHfaf)rt3fircfje 9Jtoriafciju$ am 
©emmering. 6s roar etne Sagretfe bafytn unb bcr 3 0c *K m 
macijte aUjatyrlidfj cinmal ben 2Beg. 21I§ tdj fdfjon tyiibfdfj ju 
gufce roar 0$ un & & ag Sitflcin roareh bie einjtgen SBefen, 5 
bie mem SBater rtic^t etnjufyolen t>ermodjte, roenn er un§ mit 
ber ^eitfdfje nadfjlief), rooUte ber $ate Severn au6) midfj einmal 
mttnefymen nadfj 3Jiariafd^u§. 

„2Keinetroegy' fagte mein SBater, „ba fann ber Sub' gleicij 
bie neue (Sifenbafyn fefyen, bie fie iiber ben ©emmering je$t 10 
gebaut fyaben. 3)a3 Sodf) burdfj ben 93erg foil fdfjon fertig fein." 

„99e^ttt' \\n& ber §err," rief ber $ate, „baf$ roir baS 
SeufelSjeug anfdfjau'n! x '3 ift ailed Slenbroerf, '§ ift alleS 
nidfjt roatyr." 

„Kann audfj fein/' fagte mein SSater unb ging baoon. 15 

3jdjj unb ber $ate marten un§ auf ben 2Beg ; roir gingen 
iiber baS ©tufylecfgebtrge, urn \a bem Ityale nidfjt in bie 3lcfye 
3U fommen, in roeldfjem nadjj ber 2eut' SReben ber JeufelSroagen 
auf unb ab ging. 2Il§ roir aber auf bem fjofyen Serge ftanben 
unb fytnabfdfjauten in ben ©pitalerboben, fa^en roir einer fdjjarfen 20 
Sinie entlang einen braunett SBurm friedfjen unb bariiber ein 
Siaud^roBHIein jdfjroeben. 

„3>effa3 5Raron!" fd&rie mein $ate, „ba§ ift fd&on fo roaS! 
faring Sub* !" — Unb roir lief en bie entgegengefe^te ©eite beS 
Serges Ijinunter. 25 

©egen 3lbenb lamen roir in bie SRieberung, bocij — entroeber 
ber $ate roar fyier nid£)t roegfunbig ober e3 fjatte i^n bie 
SKeugierbe, bie ifym juroeilen arg jufefcte, iiberliftet, ober roir 
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roaren auf cine „3rrrour5en" geftiegen — anftatt in 3Rariafdfju$ 
ju fein, ftanben roir dot einem ungefyeuren ©dfjuttfyaufen unb 
tyinter bemfelben roar ein fotylfinftereS Sodfj in ben 93erg fyinein. 
2>a§ Sodfj roar fdfjier fo grofe, baft barin cin §au3 fycitte ftefyen 
s fonnen, unb gar tnit %ki% unb ©dfjicf auSgemauert; unb ba 
ging eine ©trafce mit &roet eifernen Seiften bafyer unb fdf>nur= 
gcrabc in ben Serg tyinein. 

3Jlein $ate ftanb lange fdfjroeigenb ba unb fdfjuttelte ben 
$opf; enblidfj murmelte er: „3>e$t ftefjen roir ba. 3)aS roirb 

10 bie neumobtfdfje Sanbftrafce fein. 2lber berlogen ift'3, baft fie 
ba tjhteinfafyren!" 

Rait roie ©rabeSluft roetyte eS auS bem Sodfje. SBeiter f)in 
gegen ©pital in ber 2(benbfonne ftanb an ber eifernen ©trafte 
ein gemauerteS £au3dfjen; baoor ragte eine fyotje ©tange, auf 

is biefer baumelten jroei blutrote £ugeln. $Io£Iidf> raufdjjte eg 
an ber ©tange unb eine ber $ugeln ging roie von ©eifterfyanb 
gejogen in bie §ot)e. 2Bir erfdjrafen bafy. 2>af$ e3 t)ier mit 
redjten SMngen nidjjt juginge, roar leicfyt ju merfen. 35odj) 
ftanben roir roie feftgerourjelt. 

20 „$ate 3o$em," fagte idjj leife, „t)5rt %t)T nid&t fo ein 
Srummen in ber 6rben?" 

„3a freilidfj, Sub'/' entgegnete er, „e3 bonnert roaS! eS 
ift ein (Srbbibn" (©rbbeben). ©a tfyat er fdfjon ein flaglidf) 
<&tol)ntn. 2luf ber eifernen ©trafje fyeran lam ein fo^Ifd^roargeS 

25 SBefen. 63 fdfjten anfangS ftiHjuftefjen, rourbe aber immer 

grower unb natyte mit madfjtigem ©dfjnauben unb ^fuftern unb 

ftieft au3 bem SRacijen geroaltigen S)ampf au3. Unb tyintentyer — 

„$reuj ©otteS!" rief mein $ate, „ba fyangen ja ganje ipaufer 
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b'ran!" Unb roaljrljaftig, roenn roir fonft gebad^t fatten, an 
bie £ofomotu>e roaren ein paar ©teirerroaglein gefpannt, auf 
bencn bie Stetfenben fifcen fonnten, fo fafjen roir nun ctnen 
ganjen -Dtorftflecfen mit melen genftem tyeranroHen, unb ju ben 
genftern fdfjauten Iebenbige 2Kenfdf>enfopfe fyerauS, unb fcfjredElidfj 5 
fdjjnett ging'3, unb ein foldfjes Sraufen roar, bajj einem ber 
Serftanb ftitt ftanb. £)aS bringt lein §errgott mefyr jum 
©tefyen! jteFs mit nodj ein. 35a tyob ber $ate bie beiben 
§anbe empor unb rief mit aerjroeifelter ©timme: ^effaS, 
SefiaS, jefct fa^ren fie ridjtig in'3 Sodfj!" 10 

Unb fdjon roar bas Ungeljeuer mit feinen fyunbert SRabern 
in ber Siefe; bie SHiidEfeite beS lefcten SBagenS fdfjrumpfte 
gufammen, nur ein Sidjtlein batwn faf) man nodfj eine SBeile, 
bann roar alleS x>erfd|jrounben, bloS ber Soben brotynte unb 
aus bem Sodfje ftieg ftiQ unb trage ber SRaudfj. is 

5Kein $ate roifd&te ftdfj mit bem Srmel ben ©d&roeijj vom 
2lngeftdfjt unb ftarrte in ben funnel. 

2>ann fal) er micij an unb fragte : „§aft 3V§ audfj gefeljen, 
Sub'?" 

„3$ N&' s audfj gefefyen." 20 

„9latf)tyx fann'S feine Slenberei geroefen fein/' murmelte 
ber ^od^em. 

2Bir gingen auf ber $aljrftrafte ben Serg fyinan; roir fafyen 
auS mefyreren ©dfjadfjten SRaudfj fyert)orfteigen. lief unter unfern 
gftfeen im Serge ging ber 2)ampfroagen. 25 

„2)ie ftnb fyin roie be3 ^vfotn ©eelM" fagte mein ^5ate unb 
meinte bie 6ifenba^n=5Reifenben. „2)ie ubermiltigen £eut' finb 
felber in'8 ©rab gefprungen!" 
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93eim ©aftfyaufe auf bem ©tmmering roar e3 obllig ftiU; bic 
grofeen ©tallungen roaren leer, bie Sifdfje in ben ©affyimmern, bie 
^ferbetrbge an ber ©trafce toaren unbefefct. £)er 2Birt, fonft bcr 
ftolje Seljerrfdfjer btefer ©trafce, Iub unS fybflidf) ju einer 3<*ufe ein. 
5 „9Jiir ift alter 2lppetit oergangen," antroortete mein $ate, 
„gefdfjette Sent' efjen nidfjt x>iel, unb idfj bin fyeut' urn ein 
©tttcfel gefdfjeiter tuorben." 33ei bem 9Jtonumente Sarl'3 VI. 
(baS bamals fdfjon bem SSerfaHe juneigte unb bis fyeute nodf) 
leinen Setter gefunben l)at) ftanben roir ftiU unb fafjen in'3 

10 j&fterreidfjerlanb tyinauS, baS mit feinen gelfen unb ©df)lud()ten 
unb f einer unabfefybaren ©bene vox un§ auSgebreitet lag. Unb 
als roir bann abtoixxte ftiegen, ba fafyen n>ir briiben in ben 
roilben ©dfjroffroanben unfern (Sifenbafyngug gefyen — llein roie 
eine 9laupe — unb iiber fyotje Sriitfen, fiirdfjterltdfje 2lbgrimbe 

15 fe$en, an fdfjroinbelnben §angen gleiten, bei einem 2odf) fyinein, 
beim anbern IjinauS — gang oerrounberlidf). 

„'§ ift auf ber SBelt ungleicij, n>a3 ^eutjutag ) bie £eut' 
treiben," murmelte mein tyatt. 
2113 roir nadf) 9J?ariafciju$ famen, roar eS fd&on bunfel. 

20 3Bir gingen in bie $irdf)e, too bag rote Sampdfjen brannie, 
unb beteten. 

S)ann genoffen roir beim 2Birt ein fleine§ -Jtocfjtmaf)! unb 
gingen an ben Sammern ber ©tallmagbe ooriiber auf ben 
§euboben, urn ju fdfjlafen. 

25 3Bir lagen fd&on eine 3Beile. $$ lonnte unter ber Saft bcr 
©inbrucfe unb unter ber ©timmung beS grembfeinS fein 2luge 
fd&Hefeen, oermutete jebodE), bafc ber tyatz bereits ftifj fd&Iummere ; 
ba tljat biefer plbfclidf} ben 9Jlunb auf unb fagte: 
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„6djlaffi fd&on, Sub'?" 

^^Wein," antmortete idj. 

„SDu," fagtc er, „midf) rcitct bet Seufel!" 

3$ erfd&raf. So was an eincm 2BaHfal)rtSort, ba§ roar 
unerfybrt. 5 

„3# muft t)or bem ©dfjlafengeljen leinen 286^™™!' 
genommen fyaben," flitfterte er, ,/8 gibt mir leine Shity', '8 ift 
arg, Sub'." 

„2te benn, ^Jate?" fragtc idj) mit marmer Seilnaljme. 

,;5Ra, morgen, menn idfj fommunijiere, leidfjt toirb'S beffer," 10 
beruljigte er ftdf) felbft. 

„%i)\xt <Sud& tuas mel)', $afe?" 

,/S ift eine £)umml)eit. 2Ba§ meinft, Subel, meil mir fd&on 
fo naty babei finb, probieren mir'3?" 

2)a tdf) ifyn nidfjt oerftanb, fo gab idfj leine 2lntmort. 15 

„3Ba3 lann \xn% gefdfjeljen?" fuljr ber ^J5ate fort, „mnxi'% bie 
anbern tfyun, roarum nidfjt mir audfj? 3$ toff' mir'3 foften." 

@r fdfjmdfct im Sraum, badfjte id) bei mir felber unb fyordfjte 
mit $leifj. 

„2)a merben fte einmal fd&auen," fuljr er fort, „menn mir 20 
tyeimfommen unb fagen, baft mir auf bem iDampfroagen gefafjren 
fmb!" 

3$ mar gleidfj babei. 

„2lber eine Sunb^aftigfeit ift'S!" murmelte er, „na, Ieid&t 
mirb'3 morgen bcffer, unb jefct tfyun mir in ©otteS Stamen 25 
fd&Iafcn." 

3lm anbem Sage gingen mir beid&ten unb lommunijieren 
unb rutfdfjten auf ben Snieen urn ben 2Utar Ijerum. 3lber als 
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roir Ijeimroarta lenften, ba meinte bcr $ate nur, cr rooHe fidj 
bieroeilen gar nid^ts t>omeI)men, cr rootle nur ben ©emmering= 
Safynfyof feljen, unb n)ir lenften unfern 3Beg baljin. 

33eim ©emmering=33at)nI)of fallen roir baS Sodfj auf bcr 

5 anbern ©cite. 2Bar audfj fofylfinfter. — 6in 3ug *>on 2Bien roar 

angejeigt. -Kern tyatz untertyanbelte mit bem Safynbeamten, er 

rootle jroei ©edfjfer geben, unb gleidfj Winter bem 93erg, too baS 

Sodfj auftjort, rooQten roir roieber abfteigen. 

„@Ieidfj Winter bem 33erg, mo bag Sodfj auffjort, fyalt ber 
io 3ug wdjt," fagte ber 9ial)ribzamtt ladfjenb. 

„2(ber roenn roir abfteigen rooUen!" meinte ber govern. 

„3ftr mufet bte ©pital fal)ren. 3ft fiir jroei ^erfonen jtoei- 
unbbreijjig Kreujer -Kiinj." 

3Jtein $ate meinte, er Iajfe fidfj roaS foften, aber fo mel rote 
15 bie fyofjen £erren f onne er armer ©cruder mdfjt geben ; jubem 
fei an unS beiben ja lein ©eroid&t ba. — @S tyalf nid^tS; ber 
Steamte liefe nidfjt Ijanbeln. 2)er $ate jatylte ; id^ mufjte jroei 
„gute" Kreujer beifteuern. -Kittlerroeile frodfj au3 bem nddjjften, 
unteren funnel ber 3"S fervor, fdfjnaufte Ijeran, unb id|j glaubte 
20 fdjjon, baS geroaltige 2)ing rootle nidfjt anljalten. 6s jifd&te unb 
fpie unb ad&jte — ba ftanb e3 ftill. 

3Bie ein §uf>n, bem man baS §irn au% bem $opfe gefd&nitten, 
fo ftanb ber $ate ba, unb fo ftanb idfj ba. 2Bir roaren nid&t 
jum ©infteigen gef ommen ; ba fdjjupfte ber ©dfjaffner ben $aten 
25 in einen SBaggon unb midfj nadfj. 3 n bemfelben 2lugenblicfe 
rourbe ber 3«S abgelautet unb id^ fybrte nodfj, roie ber in'g 
6oupe ftolpernbe ^od^em murmelte: „2)a3 ift meine £oten= 
glodEe." Se^t fafyen roir'3 aber: im SBaggon roaren Sanfe, 
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fdfjier rote in einer $irdfje; unb al3 roir gum genfter l)inau3= 
fdfjauten — „3effaS unb -Karon !" jd^rie mein $ate, „ba braujjen 
fliegt ja eine 3Jiauer tjorbci !" — 3fc# rourbe e3 finfter unb roir 
fafyen, bafe an bet 2Banb unfereS fnarrenben ©tiibcfjenS cine 
fillampe brannte. 2)raufcen in bet SRadfjt raufdfjte unb tofte 5 
* e3, ate roaren roir t>on geroaltigen 3iiafferfaHcn umgeben, unb 
ein= urn^ anberemal fyallten fd&auerlicije $ftffe. 28ir reiften 
unter bet 6rbe. 

2)er tyatz Ijielt bie §anbe auf bent ©d&ofc gefaltet, unb 
fyaudfjte: „%n ©ottes Stamen. 3>e^t geb' itf) ntidf} in alleS 10 
brein. SBarum bin idjj ber breiboppelte 9tarr geroefen." 

3ef)n SBaterunfer Iang molten roir fo begraben geroefen fetn, 
ba ltdfjtete eS ftd& roieber, brauften flog bie 3Jiauer, flogen bie 
£elegrapf)enftangen unb bie Ibaumz unb roir fufyren itn griinen 
2tyale. 15 

9Kein$ate ftieft micij an bet ©eite: „©u, SubM SDaS ift 
gar auS ber 28eif geroefen, aber je$t — je$t tybVz mix an ju 
gef alien. SRtd&tig roafjr, ber 2)ampfroagen ift roaS ©d^one§ ! 
gegerl unb jerum, ba ift ja fdfjon ba3 ©pitalerborf ! Unb roir 
finb erft eine 3SierteIftunbe gefa^ren ! 2)u, ba fyaben rotr unfer 20 
©elb nodfj md&t abgefeffen. 3$ benf, Sub', rotr bleiben nodfj 
ftfcen." 

3Kir roar's redfjt. 3$ betrad&tete baS 3^9 t)on innen unb 
idfj blicfte in bie fliegenbe ©egenb f)inau3, fonnte aber nid&t 
Hug roerben. Unb mein $ate rief : „3la, Sub', bie 2eut' finb 25 
gefd&eit! Unb batyeim roerben fie Slugen madden! §att' idfj 
ba3 ©elb baju, icij Uefce mid&, roie idfj jefct ftfc', auf unfern 
SBerg f)inauffaf)renl" 
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„2Rur}jufd&lag!'' rief bcr ©<$affner. 2)er SBagen ftanb; 
nrir fd&roinbelten jut Xljur IjinauS. 

2)er Xljurftefjer naljm un3 bie 5Papierfd&nifcel ab, bie nut 

brim (Sinfteigen befommen fatten, unb Dertrat un3 ben 2lu3gang. 

5 //$*/ Setter!" rief er, „biefe Garten galten nur bis ©pital. 

©a Ijeijjt'S nadDjafylen, unb j$roar baS ©oppelte fur jroei 

SJJerfonen; mad&t einen ©ulben fed&§ &reujer!" 

3$ ftarrte meinen $aten an, mein fyatt mid&. „8uby 
fagte biefer enbli$ mit feljr umflorter ©timme, „ljaft ©u ©elb 
10 bri SDir?" 

„3# W lein ©elb bei mix," fd&lud&jte i$. 

„3$ Ijab' aud(j feinS metyr," murmelte ber So^em. 

2Bir nmrben in eine fianjlei gefd&oben, bort mujjten xoxx 

unfere Safdfjen umfeljren. ©in blaueS ©acftudjj, bad fur un3 

is beibe roar unb baS bie £erren nidfjt anriiljrten, ein Ijart 

SRinblein 33rot, eine rufeige SabafSpfeife, ein Xafdfjenmeffer, 

etroaS ©d&roamm unb geuerftein, ber Seid&tjettel ©on URariafd&ufc 

unb ber lebeme ©elbbeutel enbltdfj, in bem ftd& nid^ts befanb 

al§ ein geroeityteS ^Jtefftng-Slmuletd^en, bad ber $ate ftets 

20 mit ftd& trug im feften ©lauben, bajj fein ©elb nid&t ganj 

auSgelje, fo lange er baS geroeiljte 2>ing im ©adEe Ijabe. @3 

Ijatte ftdfj aud(j beroaljrt bis auf biefen Sag — unb je^t roar's 

auf einmal auS mit feiner $raft. — SBir burften unfere 

£abfeligfeiten jroar roieber einftedEen, rourben aber ftunbenlang 

25 auf bem Saljnljofe juriidtbe^alten unb mujjten meljrere SBerljore 

befteljen. 

(Snblidf), als fd&on ber Sag jur 5Reige ging, jur Sett, ba 
nadf) fo rafter galjrt roir leid&t fd&on fatten ju §aufe fein 
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fonnen, rourben xoxx entlaffen, urn nun ben 2Beg iibcr 33erg 
unb Xfyal in fiodfmfterer SRadjt juriidjulegen. 

21I§ roir butdj ben 2Ut3gang be§ SatynfjofeS fdjltdjen, 

^murmelte tnein tyatt: „33eim 2)ampfn>agen ba — '3 ift bod) ,< 

bet Xeufel babei!" b 



2lls 5te fjellen Hdd?tc tparen. 



TV* ©ommer roar fyeife geroefen. 2)a§ 3Roo3 beS 2Balb= 
'^ bobenS roar faljl unb fprobe geroorben unb jroifdjen ben 
§almgerippen ber ©rafer fa^ man auf ben grauen (Srbboben. 
Sleben ben biirren 5Rabeln beS SBalbbobenS lagen tote 2lmeifen 
5 unb Safer. 2)ie ©teine in ben Vbttttn ber Sadje roaren trocfen 
unb roeife rote (Slfenbein. 2Bo bajroifdjen nod) ein liimplein 
ftanb, ba ftarb barin eine gorelle ober ein anbereS Sier bcS 
SBajjerS. 
£)te Suft roar bidjt unb bie Serge — aud) bie naljen — 

10 roaren blau. 3)ie ©onne roar beS -KorgenS rot roie ba3 
oerborrte Slatt einer Ruty, bann blafc unb glanjIoS, fo bafc 
man tyx in'3 ©efidjt fefyen lonnte. 9Katt frodj fte l)in tiber 
bie graue 2Bufte be3 §immel3, als roare fte erfdjopft oor ©urft. 
©egen Slbenb fttegen ^auftg fdjarfgeranberte, glanjenbe SBoIfen 

15 auf; bie Seute fingen ju fyoffen an, aber eS tarn ein Suftjug 
unb am anberen 3Rorgen roaren bie SBoIfen oergangen unb bet 
nadjtlidje %au aufgefogen. 

£)rauften im 3)orfe rourbe ein Sitttag urn SRegen angeorbne^. 
3)a ftromten auS unferem SBalbe bie Seute baoon, nur ber aitc 

20 $nedjt 9Jtoriu3 unb idj blieben im einfamen £aufe, unb ber 
Snedjt fagte ju mir: „9Rznn baS fd^on' SBetter gar ift, roirb'S 
regnen, roaS Ijilft ber Sitttag! SBBenn uns ein §errgott tyer* 
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gefefct fyat, fo roirb er feinen fdfjroacfjen £opf Ijaben unb unfer 
oergeffen. Unb fyat er feinen Kopf, fo bafe er bie SBelt nut mit 
ben §anben jufammenftellt unb mit ben $iiften auSeinanbertrttt, 
nun, fo Ijat er aud& feine Dfyren. SBofiir fyernadfj baS ©efdjjrei ! 
©agft 35u nid&t audi) baSfelb', Siibel?" 5 

Seute, roa3 lafjt fidjj brauf fagen ! „2)er Kned&t 3Rarfu3 ift 
ein alter ©pintifierer" — baS lafct ftcf} brauf fagen. 

3>e^t fprang ber SRtegelberger falter jur £f)ur herein. 6r 
roar oor 2lufregung fpradfjloS, burdjj baS gfenfter roieS er mit 
beiben Srigefingem auf ben SRucfen beS gilnbaumroalbeS f)in. 10 
35er $nedf>t falj eS unb fd&Iug bie §anbe jufammen. 

35ort Winter bem SBalbriicfen ftieg ein riefiger SBirbel oon 
rotem 9laudf) auf unb oerftnfterte ben §immel. 

„2)a§ !ann ein Unglilct geben!" rief ber URarfuS, langte 
nadf) einer 2ljt unb eilte baoon. 15 

2)er 5RaudD flutete immer Ijeftiger auf unb rourbe immer 
breiter unb bitter. g<$ fing bodjj bag ©efd&rei an, bem ber 
$netf)t feine Sebeutung beilegen roollte. (S3 Ijatte audfj feine, 
roie ficij'S roieS. 

3ln ben fonnigen Seljnen be3 gilnbaumfd^IageS roar's geroefen, 20 
too bag btirre ©eftruppe lag. 5Raf>e roo ber tyalboerborrte 
2ardfjen-2lnroadfj3 begann, roar bie $Iamme entftanben, fein 
SRenfdf) roufjte roie. Swerft mod&te fie Ieid&t Ijingefjiipft fein 
oon SReifig ju SReifig, bann empor oon 2lft ju 2Cft mit flattemben 
$Itigeln. ^Ibfclidfj entfaltet baS element feine roilbe ©eroalt, 25 
feine roten, fiegreid&en gfaljnen. 3)er SJBalb roirb fyoljer unb 
bitter, an bem ©eafte fjangen Iange 5Roo§flecijten nieber unb 
bie oor roenigen Safyren oon einem fd&roeren §agelf<f>lage 
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gefd^abtgten ©tamme fmb fyarjig bis fyinauf ju ben SBipfeln. 
ipei, roie bic feurigen 3ungen Iedfjjen unb emporlobern! Unb 
in ben ©rimben giingeln fie roie ein Sd&Iangengejudjt unb 
allerfeitS beginnt fidj ein fitrdfjterlidfjeS Seben ju entroideln. 

5 2)ie roenigen £oljf>auer rennen in a3erroirrung Return unb 
fludjen unb rufen nadfj §ilfe. 2lber bet SBalb unb feine §iitten 
finb menfdjjenleer, aHeS ift bei ber 33ttt=*Projeffton. 33is fie 
nad) ©tunben enbltdjj fommen, ift ber #odf)roaIb im Sranbe. 
£)a3 ift ein giebern unb 3ittetn in ber £uft, ein Sradfjen unb 

10 *Praffeln tDeit^in ; $fte ftiirjen nieber, ©tamme bredfjen gufammen 
unb fpritfjen nodfj einmal auf in ben roogenben Staucij. SReu 
unb frifdfj blafen gluljenbe Suftftrbme burdfj baS ©etjolj; bie 
glammen erjeugen fidjj felbft ben ©turm, auf bem fie fafyren. 
D geroaltigeS, nimmerfatteS element! @S jeljrt, fo lange es 

15 Iebt, unb Iebt, fo lange eS jefyrt, e§ vtxtffyxt bie SBelt, unb 
roenn fie erreid&bar, taufenb SBelten, unb Ijat nimmer genug. 
Seine 9Kad^t fann fo in'3 Unenblidfje road&fen alS baS geuer, 
barum fteUt e3 ber ©efyer ate ben lefcten ©ieger iiber alles 
bar, alS ben §errfdf)er in ©roigfeit. 

20 3)ie 9Kenfdf)en arbeiteten unb arbeiteten; mandfjen trugen 
fie Ijalb oerbrannt x>on bannen. 3)er Kned&t 3JlarIuS fafy bie 
furcijterlidfjen $o!gen, aber er jammerte nid&t unb er tfer^agte 
nidfjt, er roar bie ftille, bie rufyige %t)at. ©dfjon begannen 
feine fyarjigen Sleiber $euer ju fangen, ba eilte er fyinab jum 

25 Sad^bett unb roaljte ftdfj im ©anb, bi§ fidfj biefer an alle Seile 
feineS Hebrigen 2lnjug3 gelegt Ijatte. SRun roar er gepanjert. 
Sfte fyaute er ab, Saume Ijteb er urn — o ©ott, bag fd^lug 
nid^t an. £)er gluljenbe ©trom braufte roeiter; bie fallen 
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Sfte in bet SRunbe, bie roinabeligen Sroeige fjarrten fdfjon bet 
naljenben fjlammenbraut unb fyuben nodj "friitjer ju brennen 
an, aid fte ber erfte $ufc erreicfjte. 

3lun fud&ten bie Slrbeitcr, bie t>on aHen ©eiten fyerbeigefommen 
roaren, ben glammen einen SBorfprung abjugeroinnen unb itynen s 
burclj breite 2(bftocfungen eine ©renje ju fefcen, abet ed teilte 
fief} ber Sranb in 2Irme nadfj oerfefjiebenen §immeldgegenben. 
Sur 2Ibenbftunbe ertyob fid) ein SBinb unb jerjaufte bie madjtigen 
geuerfaljnen in taufenb $e$en unb x>ert>iclfdltigtc iibetaH bad 
©lement. ©ad roar ein unfjeimlicfjed 2)rot)nen in ben Suften 10 
unb ein nmnberlid) Seucfjten Ijin uber bad roeite, bunfle 
SBalblanb. 

(Srfd)opft unb ratios lieften bie 3Kanner iljre §anbe fmfen, 
bie SBeiber rdumten ifjre ipiitten au% unb nmfcten mit ber 
§abe nicfjt rootyin. 15 

3n tiefen Sfyalern roar ed nodfj ruljig, ba* fyorte man md&td 
aid bad leife fjliiftern ber fyoljen Sannen, aber ber nadfjtliclje 
§immel roar rofig unb juroeilen flog Ijodj oben ein geuerbradfje 
bafjin. %)ann roieber tarn eine jroitfefjernbe 33ogelfd)aar unb 
bie Ijeimatlofen Siercfjen fdjojjen planlod umfyer, unb bie SRelje 20 
unb §trfcfje famen erfdjrecft Ijeran ju ben 9Renfdfjenrool)nungen. 

„2Bie biefen Sieren ge^t'3 und alien!" Hagte ein SBeib; 
„feine SMenfdjenmoglidjfeit, bafe ber SBalb gerettet roirb — 
ailed brennt, ailed brennt! D S^rifti §eilanb> ed ift bad 
jttngfte ©ertd&t!" 25 

Sagelang roaljrte ber ©reuel. 

3Son unferm fjocljgelegenen §aufe au% faljen roir aud ben 
SBalbern bed gilnbaum unb bed gelfenleiten bie glammen 
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ftitt unb langfam auffteigen. £)ie ganje ©egenb lag in einem 
tritben ©d&Ieier unb fd&arfer 33ranbgerudfj ftadf) in unfere SRafen. 
Unfer 33erg fdfjien eingeroolbt x>on SRaudfj, bafc eS' oft fd^ier 
bunfcl roar. Unb ba ftanb ein grofjeS, triibroteS SRab iibcr 

5 un3, ba§ bet SRaudfj umroirbelte, x>erbetfte unb bodf) ntdfjt gang 
x>ertilgen fonnte. 63 roar bic Sonne. 2Bir fafjen aber audi), 
n>ie bag geuer aBmatylidfj gcgen un§ fyeranrurfte ; eS ftieg ilbet 
bie ipofyen fyer unb e§ ftieg in bie Scaler nieber, unb eS ftieg 
enblidfj an unferm 33ergl)ange fyeran. SBir beburften be3 2lbenb3 

10 feineS $ienfpan§ mefyr in ber ©tube, n>ir fatten BoHauf Sicfyt, 
benn jefyn 9Kinuten roeit t)om §aufe brannte ber fdfjone 
Siemualb. 

2)a3 33ief) fatten roir langft auf bie atlmroetbe gejagt unb 
bie (SinrtcijtungSftudEe be§ £aufe3 mitten auf ba§ frete gelb 

is f)inau3gefdj)Ieppt. ipalb roafynfinnige 9Kenfdfjen lamen ^erbei. 

2)er aSerniinftigften einer roar ber uralte 5Rartin, bem bie 

£iitte uerbrannt roar unb ber nun mitternad^tig beim ©d^eine 

beS SBalbbranbeS $retf$elbeeren pflucfte. 

3Kein 3Sater fletterte auf ben 3)ddj)ern unfereS ©e^ofteS 

20 Jjerum unb tnit einer Iangen ©tange, an beren @nbe er einen 
naffen Sappen gebunben Ijatte, fdfjlug er bie $unfen tot, bie 
fyerangeflogen famen unb fidf> auf baS foatf) gefefct fatten. 

3n ber fiinften 9tad|jt, als roir in einer @cfe unferer 
auSgerdumten ©tube fauernb fd&Itefen, rourben roir plofclid) 

25 von einem Iauten £ofen geroecft, unb ber alte -JJtorfuS, ber 
auf bem S5ad^e SRadjjtroadfje fyattt, rief: „2)aS ift fdfjon red&t! 
SDaS ift fd&on red^t!" 
6in SBetterfturm fyatte ftd& er^oben unb nriitete in bem 
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brennenben 2Balbe, baft e3 eine fd^redbare $rad^t roar. 2113 
06 em roiifteS ©eroafjer bafyinbraufte jroifdfjen ben ©tammen, 
jo toftc unb brbfynte e§. 2Iber bag geuer rourbe in bic 
entgegengefefcte SRidjtung ©on unferm §aufe geroorfen, unb baS 
tuar eg, was bent alien 9Karfu3 fo redfjt fdjien. 2>ie glammen 5 
roaren roie auf roilber gludfjt; f te iiberfprangen ganje 28alb- 
partieen unb jiinbeten an neuen, entlegenen ©tellen. 

,/S ift aorbei, je$t finb rotr fertig!" fagten bie Seute, 
roaren ratios unb tfyaten ben 3Kunb auf. 3 a roafyrlid), eS 
fielen gebratene SSogel auS ber 2uft. (Stlidfje, als fie bie 10 
fafylgebrannten §ange fafyen, geroannen fogar ifyren §umor 
roieber unb meinten, eS tniifje fd^on ein gar befonbereS geft 
fommen, baft fid) gar bie Serge rafierten. 

2113 fid) ber Drfan gelegt fyatte, fam ein Slegenguft. 2)er 
Stegen rodfyrte tagelang unb bie SBolfen ftiegen trdge auf unb 15 
nieber. Sange nodf) mifd^te fi<$ mit it)nen ber SRaudj) ber 
f o^Ienben ©triinfe — enblidO aber roar alleS $euer auSgelofd&t. 
Ueber alleS legte ftdj) ber feudjjte, froftige SRebel — eS roar bie 
Ijerbftlidje 3eit. 

©0 ift bie 33egebent)eit tyier erjdfylt. 2)er Sranb unferer 20 
SBfilber roar fo groftartig, baft er nur mit ben glutjenbften 
garben etner roilben ^tyantafie red)t bargefteHt roerben fonnte. 
2)a mir biefe nidj)t jur §anb finb, blieb nidjts anbereS iibrig, 
als mit bem fyalbaerblaftten ©tifte ber (Srinnerung einfad) flu 
ftyjieren. 25 

3)odf) enbet ber SBalb mit feinem Untergange nid^t unb nad^ 
jebem (Snbe fommt ein 2lnfang. 

2>er -Rebel beS §erbfteS fpann ben ©dj)nee; im ©inter 
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faljen wit oon unfern genftern au3 rocit meljr weifee gladden 
ate fonfL Slber crft als ber Scnj fam, fallen wir, was bcr 
SBalbbranb angeridjjiet Ijatte. Ubetafl oerto^Uer ©runb, roft= 
farbtge ©teine, Ijalbaerbrannte SBurseln, unb bariiber ragten 

5 bic fd&warjen ©trunfe einjelner Saumftamme. — SRun famen 
bic Scute unb reuteten. ©ie ftadjjen ben fd&waqen 9tafen urn, 
fie faeten $orn in bag (Srbreiclj ; ben Dbbadfjlofen wurben neue 
§titten gebaut. Unb als bet $riit)t)erbft lam, war's eine 
§errlicljteit. Sein 3Wenfclj in unferem SBalblanbe fjatte je eine 

io fo grofee golbgelbe ^radjjt gefefyen, ate e3 baS ^ornfelb war, 
baS ftdjj tiber bie Serge t)injog. 2Bir muftten aDe jufammen* 
fyalten, bie glut ber §alme, w<won einer fcin fd&wereS §aupt 
auf bie 2Mjfel beS anbern legte, einjufyeimfen. 3$ erinnere 
ntidjj nodjj an baS 2Bort, baS bei biefer ©elegenfyeit ber starrer 

is fprad^ : „3)er §err fd&Iagt bie SBunben, aber er fpenbet audj) 

ben 33alfam, fein 9lamz fci gelobt!" — 9lm nad&ften Sage 

fdj)idfte er feine Snecljte, urn von ber reid&en (Srnte ben S^^ent 

ju fjolen, unb er fyat red&t getfjan. 

Maty btefen Xagen war t>om $ilnbaumfdf)Iag bis ju unferm 

20 §aufe fjeran gelb urn gelb unb gegen breifcig Sa^re lang 
gab ber ©runb be§ t>erbrannten SEBalbeS ben SKenfd&en Srot. 
£eute Ijaben ftdjj bie 9Kenf<i)en t>erjogen, jerftreut ober ftnb 
geftorben, unb neuerbingS fproftt auf ben Serg^b^en ber junge, 
grilne SBalb. -KeueS, unenblidjjeS Seben webt barin — eine 

25 iippige <PfIanjenweIt, ein luftigeS Sierreidfj, eine ijette @otte§= 
morgenfreube. 
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V^idjt gar tucit Dom £aufe, gtmfdjen unb unterfyalb t)on 
^ ^ gelbrainen unb 2BiefenIeI)nen ift cine ©djludjt. 6ie ift 
doD bidjten unb Ijoljen (Srlen* unb £afelnufcgebufdf)e3, ju>ifdf)en 
roeld^cn ©ermen, ©djierling unb ©auerampfer roudfjern. Unter 
biefen ©eroadjfen rtefelt cin SBaffer, baS feinerjeit juweilen 5 
nur oon einent burftigen ^rotlein aufgefud^t rourbe, fonft abet, 
fo flat unb frifdf) e3 roar, gan§ unbead^tct blieb, bis unfer 
•Jtodfjbar, ber Jfjoma, bent bie ©cljlud&t gefybrt, cine 9Kut)le in 
biefelbe baute. 2>ie 9Jiul)Ie ftanb fo serftecft im ©ebiifd&e, 
bafc idf), roenn id) bei meiner 3tinbert)erbe auf bem SBiefenraine 10 
ftanb, bergebenS nadf) berfelben gefpafyt t)atte, roenn an it)r 
unb fyotf) iiber ben ©eftrfiudjen nidjt jroei £annen emporgeragt 
fyaben wurben. 2Iuf biefen Sannen fafe gem ein §abid^t 
unb pfiff ju mir unb meinen SRinbern fyeruber, bafe id& vox 
©rauen in ©ebanfen oft ein tjeilig SBaterunfer betete." 9lud^ is 
vox ber 9Kut)Ie fiird^tete id) midO; fie tarn mir mit iljren 
ewigen ©fatten unb traurigem SBafferraufdfjen fd)ier fo 
fcljauerlidf) vox, n)ie jene im 2Jtard&en meiner 3Wutter, in ber 
bie fd()bne SJtulIerStod&ter jtoolf SRauber mit einer breiten £acfe 
gelopft l)at. 2° 

3)a fam aber eine 3eit, in ber tdf) nafyer mit ber 9Rtil)Ie 
im ©df)ierlinggraben 93efanntfd)aft madden foHte. 
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Unfere fdjjone 3Kii^Ie im listen 2Btefentfyale, in ber icij 
meinem SSatcr fo oft baS Sorn mat)Ien fyalf, roar in einer 
SRad&t niebergebrannt, bis auf bic jafyllofen (Sifennagel unb bic 
jroei 9Hut)lfteine, bic ganj bunfelrot angelaufcn unb gar in 

5 mefyrere ©tiicfe auSeinanbergef alien roaren. 2)aS 2Bafferrab am 
fyalbperloljlten ©riinbel aHcin roar fteljen geblieben, unb auf 
basfelbe fcljofj ber 9Hiit)Ibacij nieber, unb ba3 5Rab lief unb 
tanjte in fyaftiger ©tie roie narrifdj. 93erru<ft roar c3 gcroorbcn 
ob be3 UngliicfeS. Unb crft als mcin SBater ben 9il\xfybatf) 

10 db in ben glufc leitete, blieb bcr§ 3tab ftefyen, unb ftanb mele 
3jat)te lang fyofy unb fotjifd&roarj unb unberoegltdf) iiber bent 
©d&utt. 

3jd& unb mein SJater fatten aHe (Sifennagel jufammengefudfjt 
auf ber Sranbftatte, aber ber ©d&mieb gab un3 bafiir nur 

15 fimfunbjroanjig ©rofdfjen; unb bie SKuljle fonnten roir nidfjt 
mefyr aufbauen. 

2)a ging mein 93ater jum SRadjjbar Stjoma unb fragte an, 
roaS er ©egenbienfteS leiften mttffe, mnn er bie 9Kul)Ie im 
©dj)ierlinggraben an $agen, ba fie leer ftefye, benufcen biirfe. 

20 2)er Sljoma legte meinem SSater einen Srotlaib vox: er 
moge fidf) abfdfjneiben, nur ein red^t grofc ©tiicf, er, ber 
SRadfjbar, fyabe gut $orn gebaut. 3ja, unb ©on roegen ber 
3Kiil)Ie, bie fonne er, mein 33ater, fd^on fyaben; fo einen, 
jroei Sage bie SBoclje ftefye fie ja leer ; unb eineS ©egenbienfteS 

25 roegen fbnne feine 3tebe fein; er, mein 3Sater, fei mit bem 
geuer ungliicllid^ geroefen ; ja, unb baS Ibnne jebem gefd&efyen. 

• ©oDe fidf) nur nodf) Srot abfdfjneiben, ein red&t grofjeS ©tttcf. 
©efegne ©ott ! gefegne ©ott ! 
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3n unferem §aufe ift mein Setter felbft ber 3Kii^Iefel geroefen. 
Unb fo ftieg er eineS 5Eage3, ben Sornfadf auf ber Sldfjfel, nieber 
in ben ©d&ierlinggraben. 3$, ein bibber Sunge, roar entroeber 
Winter meinen Slinbern ober Winter meinem SSater Ijer; mein 
SBater roar mir ftetS ber unfetjlbarfte unb erfte 3Renfdf) auf b 
(Srben, unb alle anberen Seute lief en nur fo neben mit; nur 
ber $farrer unb ber Slmtmann auSgenommen: bie ftanben 
fyofyer; ber eine pelt's ganj mit ©ott, ber anbere mit bem 
Kaifer — unb mit unS Ijielt feiner t>on beiben. 

©o roanb \6) midf) benn Winter meinem Sater burdf) baS 10 
@rlen= unb §afelnufsgebufclj ber 9Kiil)Ie ju. Unb als roir vox 
berfelben ftanben, jog mein SJater einen fybljernen ©d&lujfel 
auS bem ©ad, fperrte bie graue, niebrige £t)ttr auf, unb roir 
ftanben jefct in ber fmfteren 9Kul)Ie, in roeld&er nur ber 
ftaubige 9Kef)Ifaften. unb iiber bemfelben baS ©teinfjauS unb 15 
bie Sluffd^uttmulbe unS matt entgegen blicften. 28ir ftiegen 
iiber fed^S ober ad&t ©tufen empor jum ©dfjiittboben ; an bie 
braune, fpinnroebtge SEBanb besfelben roaren meljrere §eiligen= 
bilber geflebt; eine 9lrt §au3altar, an bem audi) ein griineS 
2Bei^brunngef afcd&en gangelte. 3Kein SSatcr befprengte fid& 20 
bamit ; bann Ieerte er feinen Sornfadf in bie ©d&iittmulbe unb 
fd&aute jroifdfjen ben gtogen nod& ein roenig burd^ ein genfterd^en 
auf baS ftetig raufdjjenbe SBafferflofj t)inau3 unb in bie SRabftube 
l)inab, auS roeld&er erft eine red&te ginfternis ijeroorglofcte. 
Unb als er fat), bafc alleS in Drbnung, briidfte er mit beiben 25 
§anben eine auS ber SEBanb ftefyenbe ©tange nieber. 2)a 
rourbe eS lebenbig. Siterji ^orte idjj einen einjelnen flapper, 
balb einen jroeiten, britten; ber Soben l)ub fad&te an ju 
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broken, gu f d^iitteln ; bag Klappern rourbe fdjjneHer unb 
fdfjneQer unb fam enblidfj in cin gleidfjmafeigeS SRoDcn unb 
filirren unb ©d&riHen. @3 ging bic 3Wu^le. 
2?on bem jitternben ©dfjnabel bcr ©djuttmulbe rtcfcltc ba§ 
5 braungelbe Sriinnletn be8 $orne3 in ben ©teinfyals, an roeldfjem 
fcineS rafd&en SaufeS roegen roeber cin $ern nodj cin SKaferdfjen 
}u erfennen roar. 

3Rein SBater unterroieS mtclj in ben iDingen, bamit audi) 
id) ba£ -JKiillern Ierne, unb madjtc enblidf) bic $)edfe bed 

10 3Wet)Ifaften3 auf, in bem bereits ber feine, roeifce ©taub beS 
SKe^IcS flog. 

(Srft fpdt abenbs — als c3 fdjjon fo ftnfter roar, baft ein 
jur X^tir I)ereinfprut)enbe3 SofyanniSrourmd&en midjj in'S §erj 
{jinetn crfd^redftc, roeil idf) im 2lugenblicfe rodljnte, cS fei ein 

15 geuerfunfe unb eS t)ebe auclj biefc 9Kiit)le ju brenncn an — 
briidtte mein 93ater roieber an ber SBanbftange; ba rourbe baS 
Klirren unb Slappern langfamer, nod^ brofynte unb adj^te ba§ 
SRdberroerf trdg unb trdger, bann ftodtte eS unb roar ©erftummt. 
— 3Wir Hang e3 in ben Dfyren unb braufeen raufdfjte roieber 

20 ba§ SBaffer. 

3Kein SSater befprengte ©teinfyauS unb 5Ret)lfaften mit bem 
2Beit)roaffer, bamit uber 9la6)t fein UngliidE fomme; bann 
perfcljlofs er bie $l)ur mit bem fyoljernen ©d&luffel unb roir 
ftiegen burdj) baS roilbe ©eftrdud&e unb iiber bie 2Biefen= 

26 unb gelble^nen empor ju unferem $aufe. 2U3 roir uber bie 
Seinroanbbleidjje gtngen, t)ufd()te ein SBeibSbilb an unS t>orbei 
unb fyinuber ben Singer, auf roeldfjem bie (Sfdfjen unb bie 
Sirfdjjbdume ftanben. 



2U3 t$ bet duller war. 53 

„%$ bent , gar, baS ift bic fotylfdjjmarje ©tina geroefen," 
fagtc mein SBater t>or fid^ tyin, „roie narrifdf) lauft benn bic 
Return in bet -ytadfjt!" 

„2)er mar* cS fid^cr nidjjt ungelegen gefommen, roenn fie 
unfere Sletdfjleinmanb noty gefunben ^att' auf bem Singer," 5 
meinte meine SKutter baljetm. 

„@i, ba3 tannft nidjt roiffen," fagte mein SSater abletynenb. 
„©ie madjjt fidjj iljr 93rot bei ber $ol)Ienbrennerei, unb ©djledjted 
lann man ifjr boclj juft gerabe nic^t mel nadfjfagen." 

„@ute3 audjj nid&t," perfefcte bie 3Rutter; bann roar nidfjt 10 
wetter metyr baxxm bie 3tebe. 

2Btr gingen gum -Kacijteffen. SRadf) biefem fefcte ficlj meine 
■JRutter jum ©pinnrab unb fang ein Sieb unb erjctylte ein 
5Rarcljen. 2)a3 3Ward^en von ber roeifcen $rau, roie fte urn 
•Dtttternadfjt burdf) bag SRitterfd^Iofe fd^roebt unb mit bem blutigen 15 
2)oIdjj eine Ungludtepropfyejeiung an bie SBanb fdjjreibt — eS 
liefj mir bie ganje SRadfjt feine 9tufye, unb id) froclj auS 3lngft 
unb %uxd)t vox ber meifeen %xau nat)e an ben alien (Sinleger* 
3<>bfi, bei bem id& fdjjlief. 

3lm anbem 9Korgen, als mir aufftanben, mar bie SRadjjridjjt 20 
ba, mein 33ater muffe eilenbs frozen gefyen. S^ar mar e§ 
fdjjon ein ©tilcf SBeile naty bem 3at)re bes §eileS 2lcljtunbmerjig, 
aber unfer guter SSermalter fjielt ftets nodf) an ber e^rmilrbigen 
©itte, bie Sauern in'S %o$ ju fpannen, unb bie SBauem 
bogen rniDig tyre fonft fo fieifen SRacfen. 25 

2Kid^ aber traf'S an biefem 3Jiorgen mie ein SJonnerfd^Iag ; 
„93ubV fagte ber 33ater ju mir, „fo mufet tyeut' 2)u ber 
■JRttHer fein unten im ©djjierlinggraben." 
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SRodjj ging er mit mir tyinab, urn bie ^ur aufjufdjjliefcen 
unb bie 9Kul)le angurid&ten. 

@rftere3 ware nidfjt ni)tt)ig getoefen ; bie Xljur roar !aum 
t>erriegelt unb mein SSatcr brummte: „©o cin fybljern ©d&tofi 
5 ift juft fur bie jtaf; ber erft' beft' SBettelmann taudfjt mit 
bent ©tocf ben SRiegel in ©d&erben." 

2)ann gab mir ber SBater noclj SBerljaltungSmafjregeln ; 

unterroieS mxtf), rote man mittelft ber SBanbftange baS 2Bajfer 

Dom ^olgflofje leite, bafc eS feitroarts tief in baS fieinige Sett 

10 Ijinabfiitrje unb bie 3JHil)Ie fteljen bleibe. Renter bereitete er 

mir einen $itbel SBafferS auf bem ©d&iittboben, „im $atte, 

baft roaS fein foHtc." (Sr bad&te an'S geuer. 2>amt ging er, 

unb id) roar allein in ber bunfeln, flappernben -JKiitjIe. 

3Wir roar, als oblage mir bie ©orge itber eine ganje, 

15 roilbroirbelnbe 2BeIt. 3$ Witf) unb fpafyte fyerum, ob iiberall 

alleS in Drbnung ; idj bltcfte in bie Sluffdjuttmulbe ; eS riefelte 

immer auS ifyr, aber fie rooDte nid&t leerer roerben. S$ fyu& 

in ©ebanfen an ju jdfylen unb bad&te, bis iclj fiinftaufenb 

gegdfylt t)dtte, rourbe baS $orn rool gemafylen fein; aber idfj 

20 jdt)lte bis jetjntaufenb, ja^Ite bis — ba roar mir plbfcliclj, 

als ftiege auS bem ©teinfyauS 9taud& empor. 

Sdj ftiirjte jur ©tange, balb ftanb baS ganje Stabroerf ftill 
unb td& fat), eS roar nid&t Staudjj, eS roar nur 9Jiel)Iftaub geroefen. 
3$ ridfjtete bie 2Jiut)Ie roieber an unb rourbe nun etroaS 
25 guDerfid^tlid^er. 9lber in biefer eroigen 2)unfel^eit beS alten 
SaueS, in biefem fortrodfyrenben SCofen unb Slirren rourbe icl) 
anberartig aufgeregt. . . . %ti) fpdfyte nadf) red&ts unb 
nadj) linls unb gegen bie bunlelften SBinlel l)in. 2Ba§ gangelt 
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bodjj bag 2Beit)brunnengefdfj in einem fort ? ! — fd&on roieber 
roollte idjj jur 2Banbftange cilcn — ba ift plb^Iid) ein eigenartig 
©epolter — unb ftefye, bort ! — langfam unb von ftdf) felbft 
Ijebt fi<$ ber 2)ecfel be§ 2KeI)Ifaften§, cine ©eftalt, cine 
■Dtenfd&engeftalt ridjtet ft<i) auf im $aften — bleidfj ift fte bis 5 
in bic 2lugen, bis in ben 2Runb tyinein. SefuS unb §eilanb ! 
2)ie roeifie $rau ! — 3Jteine 2lugen rooHen ©erge^en vox ©direct ; 
aber fie fefyen e3 no&), roie bie ©eftalt polternb auS bem 
Saften fteigt unb fyinausljufcljt flur %i)ux. 

3d& bin fe^r erfd&rocfen ; aber ber ©df)redf roar oer^altniSs 10 
mdfcig fur$ geroefen. 2)ie §aft unb ©le be3 ©efpenfteS fam 
mir Berbddfjtig vox; ein orbentlidjjer ©eift roeifc fonft ftets 
3BUrbe unb 3lnftanb ju beroatpren. 

SBenn ba3 ein 5Renf<i) geroefen ware, ein fd&Iedfjter -Dtenfdf), 
ein 9Jlel)Ibieb, ben u)ir beS SHorgenS in ber 9Kul)le uberrafdfjt, 15 
unb ber fidf) in ben Saften ©erfrod^en? — SRocIj immer roirbelte 
ber roeifce ©taub auS bem SMe^IIaften auf. $6) fdj)aute jum 
genfterdfjen t)inau§. 3$ fa*)/ ^ie bie roeifee ©eftalt burd^ baS 
©eftrdud&e frod&. 3uroeilen too baS ©ebilfd^e eben red&t bid&t 
roar, blieb fte ein roenig lauern unb lauerte; fie meinte tool, 20 
oon ber %t)\xx auS miiffe fie ©erfolgt roerben, aber iclj beobadjjtete 
fie burl's genfterd&en. ©ie ftrid& dngftlid^ tyin unb Ijer, frodf) 
enblidfj burd^ ©rlen unb t)ot)e ©ermen unb ©auerampfer in 
ba§ fteinige Sett be3 Sadies, uber roeld&en ba3 -Witylflofc ging. 
£ier in bem tiefen ©raben mod&te fte fid& ftd&er benfen; mir 25 
aber fam ein t>erteufelter ©ebanfe. — 3e|t, bift bu ein ©eift 
ober nid&t, bad&te idjj, friW 3Baffer ift eine ©otteSgabe, baS 
fann nidfjt fd&aben. 
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©ofort rucfte xtf) bie SBanbftange, unb in bemfelben 
2lugenblicfe freifd&te cin greHer ©d&rei braufeen im 2Baffer= 
graben, in roeld&en bad gcmje 3Jtut)lroaffer meberfdfjojj auf bie 
roeifee ©eftalt. 
5 2)iefe blieb fie aber nidjt Iange ; faum fyatte fie ficlj fo roeit 
au3 ben gluten fyeroorgearbettet, fo bafi idf) fie roieber fefyen 
tonnte, roar fie nicfyt meljr roeifc, roar faljlgrau, roar braun, 
roar bie fofylfdjjroarje ©tina. 

©ie fyatte fidfj fo fetjr in ifyre naffen Kleiber unb in ba3 
10 ©eftruppe oerroicfelt unb oerfettet, bafc fie nodf) fyubfdf) an Drt 
unb ©telle roar, als idjj ju iljr tyinauSfam. 

„©tina!" fagte td&, „l)aft 3)u un3 roollen ba3 £om fallen, 
ober bas 3Rei)l ?" 

2)a rooHte fie mit einetn ©teine nadfj mir roerfen. 2)ariiber 

15 erfyob idjj einen geroaltigen Sdrm, unb als auf benfelben ber 

SRad&bar £f)oma, ber in ber ©d&Iud&t Saunftangen gefjacft 

Ijatte, ijerbeifam, roar bie baoonroatfdfjelnbe ©tina nodf) ju 

fetyen. 

^adjj' SDir nidjjts b'rauS, bafe 2)id^ mein 9Htil)lroaffer 

20 fd(jroar$ geroafdjjen t)at," rief er it)r nadjj, „in ber §aft- 

ftube roirft fd&on roieber trodten roerben. 3Kein SBeib 

freilicfy, bie fyangt bie naffen Sumpen jum Xrodnen auf 

ben ©tridf!" 

§ierauf unterfud^ten roir ben 3Jtet)lf aften ; ba b'rin roar 

25 arg geroirtfd&aftet roorben, unb fyatte ber braoe 3Mel)Iftaub bie 

2)iebin nid&t nodfj redfjtjeitig au§ bem ©d&lupfrotnfel getrieben, 

idf) unb mein SBater, roir fatten baS Sorn nid&t fiir un3 

gemaljlen. 
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3$ ridjtete bie 2Rut»Ie nic^t meljr in ben ©ang ; ber S^onta 
fafite bag 2Kel)l in einen ©acf unb trug e3 tyinauf in unfer 
£au3. 

2)ann gtng er, unb ftng bie Sofjlfdjroarge ein. 

35ie 5Riil)le int ©djierlinggraben fteljt tyeute nod) unb ift 
oerftecft unter ben Siifdjen. 

2)a3 3M)I, baS idj gemafjlen, ift langft gebacfen unb 
gegejfen; bie foljlfdjroarje ©tina langft ttocfen unb oergejfen. 



Kobinfon in bcr Sdjneiberfeufdjett 



'VyYein 3Reiftet — bet SRafc — beujofynte auf bet §8l)e, wo 

bie Sauetngtiinbe ju (Snbe gefjen unb bet Sllmroalb 

beginnt, ein §au3djen, roeld&eS feinet tjeteinfamten Sage toegeti 

bag @infd^id^t^aufel fjiefe, fcit unfetet (Sinroofynerfdjaft in 

5 bemfelben abet bie ©d)neibetfeufd)en ($eufd)en = ©efyauSdjen) 
genannt umtbe. 3$ fafe auroeilen nut SBetftagS in bemfelben, 
roenn eine „§auSatbeit" roat; bet 3Weifiet btadjte oiele Sage 
unb -ftadjte einfam in bet (Sinfamfeit ju. 2)a3 Heine §au§ 
mat auS £o!j feft gebaut, bie Sfyiit gtimbltd) gu t>erfd)Iiej$en, 

10 unb bie genftet fo flein unb baju nod) aetgittett, bafc eine 

©efafyt bet fd^led^tert Seute roegen nid)t leidjt ju fiitd&ten roat. 

Unb t)iet ift ntit benn, einige 2Bodjen nadjbem idj in bie 

Set)te eingeftanben, etroaS SBunbetlidjeS paffiett. 

(SineS 3Montag3motgen3 befteDte mid) bet 5Reiftet in fein 

15 QauZfyn fyinauf. 3$ fyatte ©on meinem (Sltetnljaufe mefyt 

ate eine ©tunbe ba^in; bodj fam idj ju gutet S*it an unb 

n>it tufteten unS gu einem ©ang in'S SKtitjt^al fyiniibet, n>o 

xoxx auf met)tete SBodjen Sltbeit fatten. 

3>m 3Rut5t^ale roaten roit §anbu>etfet x>om ©ebitge ftets 

20 gefudjte Seute, weil wit biDiget atbeiteten unb in bet Set* 
pflegung roeniget anfptud^DoH nmten, als bie ^tofeffionifien 
*>om Styale, bie fteilidj immet fet)t petadjtenb auf un3 niebet* 
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fallen, roenn toir poriibertrippelten, urn iljnen t^rc nadjjften 
Sunben roegjuftfcljen. 

3$ freute midjj immer auf ba3 SWiitjt^al, eS wax fo gut 
bort unb bet 2Beg bat)in fo fdfjon, unb alleS fo feltfam. 

93or fo langer 2lbroefent)eit mufcte alleS, was voir nidjt 5 
mitnafymen, gut oertoaljrt unb oerfd&Ioffen toerben. SRacIjbem 
biefeS gefdjetjen, gofe ber 9Reifter SBaffer auf bie £erbglut, 
bie iljm oorfjer baS griit)fttidf gefodfjt Ijatte, bamit fein gunfe 
Unveil ftifte. SDann jog er bie §angeul)r auf; ba§ toar eine, 
bie nadjj jebem Slufjie^cn oierjefyn Sage lang ging. aSemimmt 10 
ber fyordjjenbe 2)ieb bag Sidfen ber Ut)r, fo meint er leidjjt, 
e3 fei jemanb ju §aufe unb unterlafct ba3 (Sinbrecljen. 

33eoor ber SKeifter bie genfterlaben fd&lofc, fagte er ju mir: 
„3e$t gel)' nur oorauS, '8 roirb tyierinnen gleidfj finfter fein. 
©teig* ftab' an, idf) lomm , fd&on naclj." 3$ roujjte tool, er 15 
fyatte nodf) ben §au3fegen ju beten, burclj roeld^en er fein 
IleineS §ab unb ©ut, baS er fyier am SBalbranbe juriicfliefs, 
ben §eiligen beS §immel§ unb befonberS feinem SRamenSpatron, 
bem fjetligen SgnatiuS, empfafyl. 2lud^ fprengte er 2Beit)n>affer 
an £l)tir unb genfter, urn fomit jum ©cljufce beS (SigentumS 20 
alleS gettjan ju tyaben, roaS ein guter Shrift ju t^un oermag. 
2)abei tooDte er ftets aHein fein, unb idf) troHte midf) alfo au3 
bem ©tiibd&en, urn nod^ eilig in ber §interfammer fur ben 
roeiten 2Beg eine gutbefd&lagene 6He fyeroorjufucljen. 2ludf) ein 
95ugeleifen fanb idj) in ber hammer, roeld^eS mir toeniger 25 
unbeguem fd&ien, als ber fd&toere (Sifenblocf, ben idf) fonft oon 
§au3 gu !qciu% mitfd&leppte unb bamit tool bem fteifen Soben 
jum 2*o$e, aber ben Seuten jum ©potte roar. 
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2113 id(j nun mit bem neugerodfylten SBerfjeuge burdj) ba§ 
bunfle ©elafc ftolperte unb iiber bic ©tiege fjinab bcr §au3tt)iir 
ju — roar biefe oerfcljloffen. 2)reifaclj t>erfdjIoffen unb aerriegelt, 
unb ba3 §au§ roar leer, bcr 9Keifter baoon unb fjatte midf) 

5 eingefperrt. 

SUIfogletcIj erfyob idj) cin fdjjaHenbeS ©efd&rei; idf) felbft 
erfdjjraf vox bcr ©timme, bic auS mir fut)r, bic gcHcnb an 
bie 2Banb fd&lug unb bic gefangen roar, rote iclj felber. 2)cr 
3Wetfter melbctc ftdj) nid^i, cr roar fort. @r mufcte glauben, baft 

10 idj) burdj) ben 2BaIb {jinauf fdfjon oorauS fei. ©elbftoerftanblicl) 
cin rafenbeS SRutteln an ber SEljur, an ben SBdnben, unb 
felbftoerftdnblidjj cin — oergeblidjjeS. 3$ rift cincn bcr genfter* * 
Idbcn auf unb ricf InnauS: „9Reifter, 3Meifter, iclj bin nod& 
brin! 3$ fann ja nid&t nad&!" 6r t)brte midf) nidjjt mel)r, 

15 mufcte fcljon iibcr ben 33ul)el gegangen fein. 

$ief untcn in cinctn $effel lag bic ©egenb, lagen bic 
93auernt)dufer, mit it)ren brauncn ©trofybdd&ern faft roie 3JtouI= 
rourfsfyugel anjufd&auen, ftanb jroifd&en Sdrd^cn unb SBirfen 
in roinjiger roeifcer $igur bic $ird(je t>on §auenftein. — 2)a 

20 lannft fdfjreien, roic bu rotUft, ©d&neiberbub', bcinc ©timme 
ift nodf) leister, als bu felber, bic bringt nidj)t in'3 £fyal 
tyinab, bic fteigt ju ben SBolfen auf. — 2Sic roirb ber -Bieifter 
Iaufen unb fdj)naufen burdfj ben SEBalb unb roirb fidf) benfen: 
Sin bodf) audjj lein ^riippel, abcr ber, mnn cr cinmal 

25 auSfommt, ift nimmer ju erroifdfjen. §at ja fo oiel Iange giifj' ! 

Sei bem oorigen ©ang in'S 3Wiirgt^aI roar iclj audj) fo 

ndrrifd^ oorauSgeeilt, urn mir briiben in Sangenroang bic 

©d&ere fdjjleifen ju laffen, beoor roir auf bie ©ter rttcften. 
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— 2Ba3 biefer 3Jienfc^ nut allemal fd&leifen ju laffen fyat ? 
toirb bet SKeifter fyeute benfen, unb roirb nadfjeilen unb 
fpringen n>ie ein oerfprengter ©teinbod, unb ber Sefyrjung 
fifct in ber Seufdjen unb fann nidfjt nadf). 

2Ba§ ift jefct ju madjen? 5 

2luSbrcd^cn? W66)te nut nriffen, nrie? 2)a3 SCfyurfcljloft 
fdjtoer oerfd&Iagen, bie genfter eng oergittert. SDct SRaucljfang ? 
(Sin ©dfjneiber fann fyalt aHeroeil nodf) nid^t biinn genug fein / 
bet SRaud^fang ift nidjt ilber eine ©panne roeit. — 2Ufo Ijubfdf) 
in ©ebulb toarten, bi§ bet 3Weifter u>iebet gurudfommt. 10 

3$ bffnetc aHe genfterlaben, bafc eS roenigftenS in meinem 
Setfet lidfjt roar. 3$ Writt oon einem ©elafc jum anbetn 
unb roatf in meinem §itn alleS btuntet unb briiber, ob ficlj 
benn im ganjen §aupte be3 SKenfdjen — man fagt, e3 fei fo 
mad&tig unb befyerrfdje bie 2Belt — fein 9KitteI oorftnbe, urn is 
au3 bet ©djneiberfeufd()en gu fommen. @§ fanb ftclj nidjjts 
oor. ©onft entfpannen fidj) in bem $6pflein btcfcS Sefyrjungen 
oft fo gefdj)eite 3jbeen, baft bie Seute fagten : 2)er ©d&neiberbub 
ift fyalb oerrudt. 2lbet t^eute fam'S nad&gerabe batauf an, 
mit biefem Sopf an bie 2Banb unb butdf) biefelbe ein Sodf) 20 
ju rennen. 

3m §duSd^en toar eS grauenfyaft langroeilig. ©tiller als ftill 
fann'S nid&t fein, fagt man. SBenn bu abet fo eingefdjloffen 
im Sinfdjid()tl)aufel fi^eft unb Ijorft gat nicljts, al3 baS 
%xd — tadt — tidt — tad bet Ut)r, toeld&e mit ifyren langfamen 25 
©Written bet (Sroigfeit entgegen get)t, unb baS Siden ift fo 
eintonig, baft bu e3 fdjlieftlidf) aud& nidjt meljr fjorft — fo ift 
e§ ftiHet als ftiH. 
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@3 rourbe enblidj) 2Rittag. 3)er -Keifter lam nic^t jurticf. 
28oI aber roar jctylingS einc Ieifc ©timme ju t>ernel>men — 
ber 9Bagen fragte ^oflic^ an, roa§ e§ Ijeute mit ber Knobelfuppe 
roare? 
5 3)a ljub t$ an ju fud&en. 2lDc Saftd&en unb Sabcn roaren 
t>erfd&Iofjen, unb al§ ify bie ©d&Iitffel fanb unb bic Seljalter 
offnete, roar aDcS leer. 2lu3 Seforgnis, bafe roaljrenb ber 
langeren 2lbroefenl>eit bie SebenSmittel ©dfjaben leiben fonnten, 
Ijatte ber -Bteifter ba3 moglid&fte t>ergeljrt, unb ben Sieft jur 

10 -Kad&barSbauerin tjinabgetragen, auf bafe itjn biefelbe beniifce unb 
fpater mit frifd&en Seilen juriidbejatjle. 9lur ein grofeeS ©tiicf 
33rot fanb fid& in einer ber Saben, baS roar aber fd&on fo fyoty 
bztacft, bafc ein etjrroitrbiger grauer Sart auf feinem 9lntli|e 
roud&3. Renter entbecfte id& in einer $apierbiite ein roenig 9tei§. 

15 Urn SReiS gu fodfjen, bxautyt man geuer unb SBaffer. Sttefer 
©a£ getjort ju jenen eroigen 23al>rljeiten, an benen gu rittteln 
eine gred&tyeit ift. ©raufeen, jeljn ©dfjritte vox bem QauZtyn 
riefelte ber Srunnen. 3$ burdfjftoberte aUe SBinfel na<$ geuer* 
geug: bie gflamme ift ber befte unb trautefte ©efeHfdfjafter in 

20 folder Sage, unb ber itber bem Sadfje auffteigenbe 9taud(j fonnte 
bodfj tfielleidfjt jemanben tjerbeilotfen unb mir (Srlofung bringen. 
3$ fanb im Kaften einige 33riefe t)on SBeibern an meinen 
lieben -Bteifter 3la%, in roeldfjen fie t)erfud&t fatten, fein §erj 
in $Iammen gu ftedten. Unb bag roar autf) ba§ einjige 

25 ^euergeug im ©elafe. $ein Stein, lein ©dfjroamm, fein 
Siinbljolgd&en. 3$ f u $* e roeiter, unb fetjr unangeneljm mar 
e§ mir, al§ idfj in einem ber um>erfanglidfjften SBinfel unter 
ber Dfenbanl, in einem Saftdfjen groifdfjen ben 3^S c ' tt e * ns 
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gefdfjoben, metneS -KetfterS geljeimfte <Stf)afy fcmb; einige . 
©ilberlinge, bcrcn 28ert idj> fannte, aber audj) t>erroelfte, 
getrocfnete 9tofen unb §aar!ocfen, bcrcn 2Bert ity nid&t fanntc. 
— Sule^t, fo badfjte i<$ mir, roenn er'S roaljrnimmt, rote ity 
ba in feiner SBoljnung eigenmadjjtig tjerumgeroirtfdjjaftet ^abc, 5 
lafet ct mid& nod& einfperren ! — 2lber ©ott unb bcr hunger 
ift mcin Swge, id& fud&te nur nadj) §erbfeuer! 

2)a fat) id& im bunfeln SBinfel am Dfen auf bem 93oben 
eiroaS pljoSpIjoreSjieren. 3Kein -Bteifter Ijatte bie ©eroofynfyeit, 
Sunbfyoljdfjen al3 3a^nfU>$er gu gebraudjjen, nadjjbem cr tfynen 10 
bie Sopfd^cn roeggeriffen tjatte. @in folded Sopfd&en oljne 
SHumpf lag nun ba unb leudfjtete.in blauem, mattem ©dfjeine, 
ein cinjiges, roinjigeS $orndfjen gfeuer, nodj) oerfdfjloffen unb 
fait unb nid&tig, abcr bod(j SRcttung tragenb im $eime, roenn 
c§ mir gelange, tyn gu roecfen unb ju forbern. 2113 i<$ benn 15 
fonft nidfjts mefyr oorfanb, Derfuc^ie id& eS mit bem Ilcincn 
$opfe unb legte iljn auf ben §erbftein, bafe idfj ifyn bearbeite. 
2lber: fo md Sopfe, fo t>iel ©inne, unb Ijier ging e§ nid&t 
nadfj mcincm. 2Bie itf) in bcr linlcn §anb ben gfibibuS audfj 
in Sereitfdfjaft Ijielt unb mit bcr redjjten baS ^^oSp^orfopfd^cn 20 
Irtiff, rieb unb groicfte, c§ blieb fait unb finftcr. 9Kit cincm 
5WabcIganglcin pacfte idfj e§, urn bie 9teibung auf bem ©teine 
gu ergielen, — ba fprang c§ mir plofclidfj bat)on gcgen bie 
3Rauer Ijin, jifdjjte bort auf, unb bis idfj mit meinem gibibuS 
nadjjfam, roar e§ oerlobert. Unb bamit roar audfj mcin 25 
§offnungSftern oerlofdjjen. 

3n einem %atf)t be§ SaftenS fyattt idfj be3 3Kcifter§ ^iftole 
gefunben, roeldfje er fonft brauften vox bem §auSd^cn fjaufig 



64 SRo&infon in bcr ©d)netberfeufd)en. 

abbrannte, bamit bic Scute aUer ©tanbe mijfen foHten, bafe 
aud& cine 2Baffe im §aufe mare. 3$ fanb fie fdfjarf gelaben. 
— %a, mein lieber Sunge, ba ware freilid& $euer b'rin. . Unb 
meld&eS! 2lber! ipalte ity eS gefangen, fo nitfct'3 nid&ts, 

5 unb laffe id& e3 frei, fo oerpufft'3. 35a3 ift ein unfeligeS 
33erl)angni3. 

Stod&mittagS tyub e3 ju tegnen an. 3$ &Wt einen 2opf 
jum genfter l)inau§, benn id& Ijatte 35urft. 2lber bie menigen 
Xropfen, bie Ijineinfielen, marten nidfjtS auS. $)a ftieg td& 

io jum $)ad(jboben Ijinan, too eS mit mit fd&merer 9Bul}e gelang, 
eine 3)ad&fdfjinbel fo ju oerfdfjieben, bafe SBaffer fyereinficferte. 
3)arunter rid&tete id& nun meinen £opf auf, unb fo gemann 
id& SBaffer. gfaft gleidfoeiiig entbecfte id& im ©trol}, auf 
meld&em fonft bie ©efeKen ju fd&lafen pflegten, einige @ier. 

15 — 23er nut biefe @ier gelegt Ijaben mag ? §iif)ner roaren 

feit -Btenfdfjengebanfen nid&t im §aufe. (S3 mufcte ber -Dteifter 

bie (Sier fyeimgebrad&t unb tjier aufbemaljrt Ijaben, anberS mar 

e3 nid&t benfbar. 

9?un, id& tran! fte auS unb aft einen 33iffen beS efjrmurbigen 

20 SBroteS baju. 2)ann lamen bie ©emiffenSffrupel : -Dtenfdfj, jefct 
faulengeft bu ba unb oergefjrft beinem -Dteifter alien SSorrat, 
maljrenb er im -Dturjtfjal fidfj mu% plagen ! — 3?un fud&te tdfj 
nadj) 2lrbeit, baft itf) bod& fur ba3 @{fen audi) roa% niifcen 
fonne. @S mar mol ein ©tiitf Sudfj in ber Sabe, aber nidfjts 

26 gugefdfjnitteneS. §ierauf oifitierte id& ben Sleiberfd&ranf be§ 
•DteifterS, ob nidf)t in irgenb einem SBeinfletbe ein Sodfj ju oiel, 
ein $nopf gu mentg mare, einen etngigen, ttvoaZ gmeibeutigen 
@Qbogen fanb id&, fonft mar uberaH aUeS red&t orbentlidfj in- 
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ftanbgeljalten. ®a ftd& ^icr benn nirgenbs ©elegenljeit bot, 
mt$ bienltd& ju geigen, fo begann id) in bet Sitdfje §olj ju 
fpalten. Unter ben ^oljfd&eitern fanb id) cincn $au3fd&liiffel. 

3$ fprang nor gfreube i« bic Suft, fo Ejodj), ate nur 
einer meineS S^wS gu fpringen oermag. — D, roie citel 5 
finb bic Reuben biefer 28elt! 2ln bet SJjitr roar cin mit 
ftarfem (Sifemnantel umljulIteS 33q;ierf(I>Iof$, roeld&eS mit biefem 
©d&Iuffel, roie id> fat), nur t>on aufjen geoffnet rocrben fonntc. 
— 3jd& begann faft ju roieljern, gu Ia$en nor 28ut. — SBSaffcr 
roar in bet SRctye, unb idfj ^attc 2)urft gelttten, §oIg imb io 
geuer roar ba, unb i<§ fror bcr finfteren 3latf)t entgegen, ben 
©d&Iitffel Ijielt id) in bcr §anb unb — roar gefangen. 2lDe3 
gefperrt! 

35er 2lbenb lam, untcn im rocitcn Seffel lagen bic §aufer 
von §auenftein, unb bcr SRegenfdfjleier Ijing bariiber. Sein is 
3Henfd^ lam bc8 23ege§ gum @infd^ic^t^ciufel fjeran, roeSfjalb 
audj) ? 2)ic Scute roufeten cS : bic Seufdjcn ift leer, bic 
©dfjneiber finb Ijinitber in'3 2Rurgtt)aI gegogen, Unb bcr 
■Dtetfter fam aud& nidfjt. 3)er ftfct jefct fd&on xm 3Rurgtl}aI 
unb flud&t iibcr ben Sealing: roo cr benn I^cut' ftetft, biefer 20 
perbangelte Sub ! 2lDeroeiI giefyt'S ityn fo in bie gremb' ; am 
@nb' ift er fort, bcr Icid^tfinnig' ©dfjlingel ! — 23ie fonntc 
ber 9Jlann roiffen, roelc^ eif enter $atrioti3mu3 midj) bafyeim 
feftljielt! — 

3$ oerfrod& mtd& enblidfj in be3 3KeifterS Sett. 25 

$)er ©dfjlaf roar gut; avid) bie £raume roaren nidjt fo itbel. 
3$ fufylte roen bei mir, bejfentrotKen idfj laut fagte: „3>efct 
mad&t'S mir nidfjts melir,- bafj roir eingefperrt finb: 
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2BaS frag' tdj nadj ben Seuten? 
@3 ift ein cifcmer SRiegel fur. 
£omm §er an meine ©etten 
Unb Meib' bet mir!" 

s 3m Sraum ftnb ndmlid^ aHe 9teime ed&t. Urn fo mtfjlid&er 
roar ba3 ©rroadfjen. @in ©eraufdf) an ber 2Banb tjatte tnidf) 
aufgeroedt. 3$ Ijord&te; braufeen pod&ie, grub unb bo^rte 
etroaS. (Smbred&er! SBoUen fie gar bie ^oljroanb burd&fioften? 
SBoDen ftc bie Untermauerung burd&bredfjen unb groifdfjen ben 

io ©runbfeften tjereinfrted&en, urn ba3 @ui meineS -KeifterS gu 
rauben? 35ann roerbe i<§ ben guten alten Sraudj) roieber 
aufbringen, roerbe mid&, wie jjette -JRulIerStod&ter, nor'S Sodj 
tjinfteHen unb bie SRauber nadjjeinanber fopfen. SRadfjEjer nrirb 
audfj baS ©pridjjroort non ber ©dfjneibercourage anbcrS gemadfjt 

is roerben miiffem — ©em ware idfj in bie $ud&e gegemgen, urn 
baS breite 93cil ju fyolen, mit roeldjem i<§ £ag3 junor £olj 
gefloben ^atte / aber idfj getraute mtdfj nidfjt au& bem 93ette. — 
SBenn eS roenigftenS ju madden ware, bafc, roatjrenb bie 
l)ereingefrod)enen SRauber bei ben Kiften unb Kdften jidf) 

20 befdfjaftigten, idj) bur<§ bag Sodj) tjtnauSfame! 3$ woUtc 
fobann btefen §aupteingang fdfjon gefdf)n>inb nerrammeln, bafe 
bie SBerbredfjer gefangen roaren, unb itf) frei ! — 9hm roagte 
id) midfj au& bem 33ett unb fd&lidfj an'3 $enfier. 2ln ber @cfe 
be§ §aufe8 ftanb roirflidfj einer unb baneben roaljrte baS 

25 ^Joltern unb Sradfjen fort. 

3n ©oite§ 9lamen, idfj fyitte ba§ %au% meineS 5Reifter§, unb 
mein Seben, ba§ geb' idfj nid^t roolfeil! 3n biefem ©ebanfen 
bereitete id&, auf ben 3e^en fd&Ieid&enb, bie 2lr.t unb bie ^iftole. 
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■Kit §aft roarf idj) nodj) einige Kleiber urn micl), murmelte jeneS 
©ebetlein, roeld&eS mir ber d&riftlidjje ©lauben jut SReu* unb 
Seiberroecfung an bie §anb gegeben \)at, madf)te ben ernftlidjjen 
33orfafc, falls idj> au3 biefcr ©efaljr boci) lebenbig l)en>orgel)en 
folltc, too moglidfj ein frommer 9Bann ju roerben, naljm mir 5 
t>or, aucfy nid&t metjt aHjuroeltiidjj ju traumen, unb offnete 
bann leife baS gfenfterlein. 

3)ort ftanb ber $erl unb fal} gerabe auf midfj fyer. 

„©aferment, roer ift benn braufeen?" fdfjmetterte tdj). SRitten 
in ber 9iadf)t im ©nfdfjtdfjtljauS ein folder SRuf ! @r Ijbrie fi<$ 10 
fd&auerlidjj. 

„©ci)elm, idfj fc^efe' 3)idf) nieber!" fd&rie tdfj nod& einmal 
unb liefe fradfjen. . . . 

2)aS ©eraufdf) be3 (Sinbred&enS roaljrte fort, audi) ber 
Serl ftanb nodj) in feiner gangen SBerroegenfyeit ba. 2lber is 
bei bem ©dfjeine be§ ©d&uffeS ^atte td& gefc^cn, roer es 
roar. 2)iefer alte, gottoerlaffene SBtdfjt roar's am 3<wn, ber 
Saumftrunf, bem tagSuber gar bie Stinbenfefcen t>om Setbe 
tjingen unb ber 3Hober au3 alien ©palten riefelte. Unb 
nad&tfd&lafenb ©tunb' mod^t' er bie Sent' erfd&retfen ! 2lber 20 
ber fyat jefct genug fttr fein Sebtag unb midfj erfd&redt er 
nimmer. 

2lte id& tjernadfj ftiljn geroorben, ben $opf jum genfter 
IjtnauSrecfte, fo roeit eS ging, geroafyrte icf) audfj bie (Sinbrecfyer. 
@in paar Sretter, bie an ber SBanb leljnten, rourben t)om 25 
SBinb, ber gefommen roar, urn ben SRegen ju t>ertreiben, fjin 
unb Ijer gefdfjlagen, an bie 2Banb gebrttdEt unb roieber Ijintan 
geriffen, bafj fie fnarrten unb adfoten. 
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©cine gfeinbe grunblidjj fennen gelernt gu fyaben, tft bcr 
Ijalbe ©teg. 3$ t>erfd&lofj baS genfter unb legte midj> roieber 
fd&Iafen. 
2lm anbem -Korgen fd^iett braufjen bic liebe, fyeHe ©onne, 

5 bafj e3 ein jammer war. 

„2Benn Ijeut' audj) nod& niemanb fommt, fo gel)t baS nidjt 
fo gut au&, rote geftern!" fagte itf) mit brofyenber 2JUene. 
„Unferein3 modfjt' cinmal roa§ 23arme3 effen." 
2)a fal) i<§ ben gelbfteig Ijer gegen ba3 §au3d&en cinen 9Jlann 

io fd&retten. — 2lIfo enblidj) ! 3$ " C S C & en ©d&Iiiffel juredfjt, bafe 
t<§ ifyn jum $enfter tjinauSgebe unb ben SSorbcigeljcnbcn bitte, 
mir Don aufcen biefed maleftj SSesierfdfjIofc aufjumad&en. 31I§ 
jebodj) ber 9Kann natjer fam, jutftc t<§ mit bem $opfe x>om 
gfenfter jurttcf unb ftiefj cincn %luty in bie 2Banb Ijinein, rote 

is roeber vox, nodj> feitljer cin folder tjtneingeftofjen roorben fcin 
mod&te. 

@3 roar ©ori, ber blafebraune ©d&uftergefette. 3)er roar 
mein Xobfeinb. @3 Ijatte nid&t fein miiffen. 28ir fatten in 
grieb* unb gutmittiger ©egenfettigfeit $la$ neben einanber 

20 geljabt, roie nur je ein ©d&ufter unb ein ©dfjneiber Ejienieben 
ncUn einanber $la$ fjaben fonnem 2lber roir fatten eine 
gemeinfame SBeltanfd&auung, roir fjielten unter alien Sungfrauen 
eine unb btefelbe fiir bie fd^onfte unb HebenSroertefte im $aifer= 
reidjje. Unb fo roar e§ gerabe an einem ber le$tt>ergangenen 

25 ©onntage geroefen, baf$ biefelbe (Sine mit tljrem SSater im 
2Birt§l}aufe roar, bafe id& mid^ ju ifjrem -ftebentifd&e Ejtnfefcen 
rooUte unb bafe ber ©ori plo^Iid^ vox mir ftanb unb fagte: 
„6iner von unS 3roei'n ift baljier gu t>tcl ! " 3)er ad^e^n* 
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jctyrige ©cijneiberleEjrling lam gegen ben funfunbjroanjigjaljrigen 
©d&uftergefeKen nidjjt auf, unb nod& elje idj> jum Seroufjtfein 
ber eigentlid&en ©ad&lage tarn, roar ity t>or ber #au3tljttr. 
3ur ©enugtljuung geretd&te mir aber, bafj gleidfoettig auc^ 
biefelbe Sine mit iljrem SSater baS 23trt3l)au3 oerliefj, „oon 6 
roegen bem fd&anbljaften Slaufen aDemal." 

©o ftanb'3 jroifdjjen mir unb bem blafjbraunen ©efellen, ber 
jefct am ©infd^id^t^dufel oorbeiging. @r fjatte eine Srad&t 
Seiften auf bem 9titcfen unb nebelte mit feiner ^orjeDanpfeife 
— ein 23eib3bilb roar b'rauf — langfam an meinem gfenfterletn io 
t)orbei. SSon bem rooUte i<§ nid&t befreit fein unb foUte idj> 
ftfcen bleiben mitffen im (Sinfd^ic^t^auS fo lang', bis mein 33art 
neunmal urn ben Dfen toitd^fe ! 

3)tefer fleine SSorgang Ijatte eine merfroiirbige §i$e in mid& 
gebrad&t; nur ju balb rourbe ed roieber langroeilig. 63 roar 15 
ein unb bad anbere 33udj) ba unb man$e3 Slatt papier, lefen, 
fdjjreiben roar ja fonft meine ^affton, 2)odj) in fold&em 2lfple 
foil's ein anberer oerfud&en, mit SSeKetriftif bie geit ftdj) gu 
oertreiben; bem red&ten Slrreftanten mag'3 beljagen, ber roeife, 
baft mtttagS ber ^rofoft mit ber ©uppe fommt; unb fommt 20 
berfelbe mittagS nidjjt, fo fommt er abenbS. 

Urn bie -JRittagSjeit fal> i<§ einen Settelmann ftdj) braufcen 
fonnen. — ®er, xomn idj) ilnn ben ©djjluffel JjinauSlang', ift 
geroifj fo gut unb maty auf. — §attet ^ftr'S mit iljm geroagt ? 
Unb tyattet 3jl)r ™$t b*n &od&oerrat bebad&t, ber an bem 25 
■JJleifter begangen roorben roare, roenn man bie ©eljeimniffe 
feineS rounberfamen SSejierfd^loffeS einem gremben, oieKeid&t 
einem ©trold&e, preiSgegeben Ijatte ? — -ftein, auf biefeS Sufjerfte 
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fommt'S noc^ nid&t an. Sleibt bet 93agabunb nut nodj) ein 
paar -Kinuten ftfcen auf bcm griinen SRafen — er ift ja befd&afttgt 
— fo rotrb alleS gut. SRafd^ fdfjrteb i<$ auf cinen S^ttcl : 
„%\)ut mir bic Sauerin bodj) roen fyerauffd&iden. 3)er ©d&neiber 

5 ift eingefperrt unb fann nidjjt au%." 3)aS papier Icgtc \6) 
gufammen, t>erflebte e3 mit $Satf)%, bann rief tdfj jum genfter 
fyinauS: „§e, gutcr gfreunb!" 

3)er Settehnann fprang auf unb ba cr falj, bafc bag §au§ 
berooljnt war, murmelte cr fogletdj) f cinen Settelfprucfy. 3$ 

10 reidfjte itjm burdj) baS gfenfter ein SBierfreugerftiitf IjinauS ; ©elb 
roar in tnetnem @£il fitr mid^ ja ein roertlofer ©egenftanb. 
„2lber %fyr miifet fo gut fein," fagtc id&, „unb biefeS Sriefel 
ba ju bem 93auernf)au§ fyinabtragen, too fie ben 2Bafd&feffeI 
vox ber Xfyux fyaben, unb e3 ber Sauerin gcben. '§ ift 

15 eine fleinc SPoft, unb tdj) t)ab' ntdfjt Scit, bafc itf) Ijinab* 
Iauf\" 

35er 3Rann t)erf pradfj'S t>om §er^en gem unb ging mit meinem 
■ftotfignal IjinabroartS gegen ben Xljalfeffel, roo bie -Btenfdfjen 
Ieben in ©efeUigfeit unb ilberflufe unb bie grofcen ©itter nidfjt 

20 gu rourbigen roiffen. 

9lun merging ©tunbe um ©tunbe, unb e3 tarn niemanb. 
3$ burd)fpaf)te normals aQe SSorratSraume unb genofe jur 
3aufe $feffer unb ©alj, ein -KafyrungSmittel, roeldfjeS geftem 
nod& t>erfdfjmat)t roorben roar. 21IS ber 2lbenb natyte, begann 

25 i<$ roilb ju roerben. 3$ riittelte furdfjtbar an ber Xljttre, 
id& t>erfudj>te, ob benn nidfjt bodfj bie 3)ad&bretter gu burd(j= 
bredfjen roaren. SSergebenS. ®er ©pafc fing an gefaljrlici) ju 
roerben. 
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'„©d)neiber!" tjorte idfj auf einmal brauften fd&reten. 3$ 
ftut^tc ium genfter. 2)er Saufenb, bag audj> nodj>! 

®e§ Sauer'g -Kariedfjen ftanb braufjen .... 

„2lufmacljen foil td& ?" fragte fie. 

„©ei fo gut, SDirnbl. 5Da ift ber ©d&luffel. SKein Stteifter 5 
tjat midfj unoerfetyenS eingefperrt." 

„3)er ift brtn!" rief fie au%. „3W tyaben nrir gemeint, 
ber 9Reifter, unb beSroeg' Ijat mid& bie ^Ruttcx Ijeraufgefd&idt. 
2)en Srief fyaben rotr fd^on s Jiadf>mittag befommen, roir finb 
auf bem gelb geroefen unb fyaben nidfjt Sett getjabt. §att' ici) 10 
aber geroufjt, baft 2)u'S bift, fo roar' id) jefct audj) nodj) nid&t 
tjeraufgegangen." 

„§aft roa§ gegen mitf), 9Karie?" fragte idfj beflommen. 

„©ar nit. 2)u roirfi rool roiffen, roegen roaS." 

„2)u tfyuft atteroeil fo ftolj gegen midfj!" 15 

„%$ ftolj gegen SDidfj? SDocfc 5Dir ftimb'3 beffer an, SDu 
ttyatefi anberS." 

„9Jtodfjt' roiffen, roie SDu baS meinft?" 

„2Ba3 fjaft 2)u midfj bei ben Seuten in ©dfjanben gu bringen ?" 
fagte fte unb fdjjlucijgte in ifyre ©cfyurge fyinein. 20 

„Um ©otteSroiHen, 9Jtorie, roa§ tjaft benn? 2Bie fo bring' 
idfj 2)idfj in ©d&anben? ©e^ l)er ba, jum genfter ge^ fjer 
unb Jag' mir% rote fo bring idf) 2)idfj in ©dfjanben?" 

2lnftatt mir ju natjen, ging fte nodfj einige ©df)ritte 00m 
gfenfter Ijtnroeg. 3ftr Itd^teS, roeid&eS §aar roar lofe, i^r 25 
junger Sufen roar beroegt, roie ber ©ee im ©turm. 3>dfj roar 
fo aufgeregt, bafe idfj midfj mit aller ©eroalt jroifd&en bem 
©itter ^inauSjujroangen fud&te. 
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„©o!" fagte fie nun, „ba3 ift fcinc ©d&anb', memt ®u 

iiber mi$ ©ebid&ter mad&ft, baft i$ fo oicl fcin unb fauber 

roar\ unb baft id& S5ein ©d()a$ follf fcin, unb lauter fo 

narrifd&e ©ad&en! Unb giebft cS alien Seuten gu lefen, baft 

5 man ftdfj fd&amen m\x%, bis unter bie (Srbe tyinein." 

®a3 war ein ©d&Iag fur mid&. 

f/ 9Jlaried^en," fagte i<$ enbltdj), „n>enn ®u nur etmaS natyer 
Ijerfameft. 3Ra$' auf unb fomm'. @3 mirb 2)id^ bodj> nid&i 
oerbrieften, roenn man fagt, baft ®u fd&bn bift!" 
io „2Benn man ben Seuten baS erft mu% auffd&reiben, baft fte'3 
glauben, tft eS fd&on fd&Ied&i genug." 

„2lbcr fd&au, mein §erg, man rebet bod& gem baoon." 

„2BiDft reben, 2)u 2app, fo roeiftt, mo 35u mi$ finbeft. 
2Ba3 braud&en benn anbere 2eut' gu roiffen, baft i<§ 2)it 
15 gefaH'!" 

35a§ fd&retbe i<$ fyeute gut 33elel)rung fiir $oeten, roeldje ba 
glauben, aQe3 unb nodj) ein ttbrigeS gu ttjun, roenn fie if}re 
SKagblein bejingen. — „3)u roeiftt, mo 3)u midj) finbep," l>atie 
•Karied&en gefagt. 
20 ^outm 1 nur einmal herein, roir merben unS fd&on auSreben," 
locfte id) unb ftrecfte ben 2lrm au8. „2lbcr aufmad&en mufti. 
— SDa ^aft ben ©d&Iiiffel." 

©ie ladjjte fjell, lad&te unter ben 33)ranen bed SrgerS: 
„$tf) roerb' midj> ljuten, baft id) $)t$ Jjeut' auSlaft. ©o 
25 einen 3Bolf3t)unger, mie 35u Ijaft! 35a getyi tein 3Jlenfd^ 
fid&er!" 

„23iDft mid& umfommen Iaffen? 93tn idj) 3)ir benn gar 
nid&i Iieb ?" 
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„2Mft cin ungefdfjicfter Sub', fd&Iiefet bet ©d&Itiffel t>on 
auSroenbig, fo roirb cr t>on inroenbig audj) fd&Iiefcen. ^Jrobicr' 
nur etnmal." 

„$robiert fyaV i$ fd()on. @3 ift cin a3ejierfd&Ioj$." 

„33ift felber ©d&ulb, roenn 2)u 2)idf> oejteren (narren) lafet. 5 
— 3ft untenauf fein ©tiften beim ©d&Iofc ?" 

„$retlid(j rool, mit bem c§ feftgenagelt ift." 

„93ei biefem ©tiften britdft an, nad&ljer breljft ben ©djjliiffel 
urn — nad&fyer geljft IjerauS." 

?0lit 3Hacl)t mufete idj) arbeiten, bafc t<§ meinen oerflemmten 10 
$opf unb 2lrm oom genfter jurticf brad&te ; ftc fd&aute fo fdfjalf Ijaft 
auf mid^ Ijer, bafe i<$ bet mir bad&te : 2)aS 3)tng gel)t beffer, als 
idfj t)ab' oermeint. 

Qann oerfudjjte idfj notf) einmal, unb groar nadjj tfjrer SBeifung 
baS ©dfjlofj ju lofen, unb bie 2^ttre roar offen. 15 

Dffen roar fie in roeiten 2lngeln, unb vox mir lag bie greiljeit 
unb ba8 Slbenbrot — unb baS -JBagblein lief, roaS e3 laufen 
fonnte, bat)on — bat>on. 

2Ba3 foil i<$ nodj) fagen? 21IS i<§ von ber SSerfoIgung 
juriidtgele^rt roar, ftellte i<§ bie SBotynung in ©tanb unb 20 
oerfdfjlofj, nadfjbem idj) mici) iiberjeugt Ijatte, bafc niemanb meljr 
im §aufe jet, mit ilberauS grower ©orgfalt bie SEIjiir. 

§ernadfj eilte id|) bem §ofe meiner ©Item ju. 

„3jefct ift ber ba," fagtc bie 9Kutter, „bift benn ntd&t im 
3Jliirgt^aI britben?" 25 

„2Ba3 gu ejfen modfjt' idf)," roar meine 3lntroort. 

„©emmelftrauben \)ab f idfj tjeut' feine," fagtc fie, „unb fonft 
nimmft mir ja nid^td." 
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„9Rir tfi alleS red)t." 

©o afj id), unb bann fd^Hcf id), unb am nddjften Sage 
ging id) in'S -JBurjttjal unb fudjte mcincn -Dteifter auf. 3)er 
brummte unb Iad)te; aber bie XantaluSqualen, roeldje idj im 
5 @tnf$id)tt)aufel etliiten, tyabe id) iljnt nut ju fyalb er^d^It. 
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3d^ l^atte in nteiner Sugcnb eigentlidfj nur roenige bumme 
©trcid^c begangen, biefe roenigen roaren aber urn fo 
grower. 2)a§ ^ombbiefpielen in $rteglaci) geljort baju. 

(Sine ©d&aufpielertruppe roar in'S 2)orf gefommen unb roarb 
— rote e§ fold^e Seute cincr befferen (Sinnaljme roegen fdfjon 5 
gem madfjen — 9Jlitl)elfer unter ben iDorfberoofjnern. 3$ war 
al3 uacierenber ©dfjneiber von ben 93ergen fyerab in ben Dri 
gefommen unb intereffierte midfj felbfttjerftanblid^ ganj unbanbig 
fur biefe fd^aufpiclerifd^cn Unterneljmungen. §oItet'3 „$erlen* 
fdfjnur" roar angefefct. SReine guten greunbe 3lnton unb ©eorg 10 
fatten bereits SloUen iibernommen ; erfterer follte ben SMofjren, 
le^terer ben ©utsbefi^er geben. -JBidfj rooHten jte fiir ben 
Unteroffigier fjaben. 

3>n ber 33egeifterung Suaerfidfjt gab idfj bie §anb barauf. 
2llS idf)'S jebodfj naljer befall unb iiberlegte, lam mir ber ©rauS. 15 
33eflommen fdfjritt idfj burdfj baS 3)orf. 2)a§ (Snbe t)on ber 
©efdfjidfjte roirb fetn, bafc id& burdfjfalle, badf)te idfj mir; baS 
93efte roare, idf) ginge bat>on, fjeute nodi). 2lber, mnn ber 
Unteroffijier beferttert, fo mufc er l)ernad() 'letdfjt ©pieferuten 
laufen burdfj ba3 ganje 2)orf, gepeitf tyt von alien bofen Sungen. 20 
3llfo au§l)alten unb bem ©efdfjitfe Ijelbenmuiig in'3 3luge 
bliden ! 
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„3fi fjeute *Ptob', ©eorg?" fragte id& bod& ettoaS ftolj 
auf bic neuc 2Bitrbe, ate ©eorg mir auf bet ©affe 
begegnete. 

"Oui, monsieur!" entgegnete btefer. ©eorg, '§ tft bcr 
5 ©djjnetbernteifter oom 3)orfe, fprid&i franjofifd^ unb tjatte ftcf) 
oorgenommen, ftd& toctyrenb fetner Sitnftlerpertobe nut be3 gran= 
joftfd&en jur UmgangSfprad&e ju bebienen. 

„Um tote t)icl Uljr?" fragte tdj). 

"Sept hemes, Monsieur!" 
io „®ante!" 

" Eh bien ! " 

SBBir fd&ritten bcm tyotyen -Utofentempel ju — er ftanb beim 
2Birt auf bent ©taHboben. SQ3ir grufjten Ijerablafjenb nadj> alien 
©eiten; toir uwrben mit eincr getoiffen, *bodf) tool ironifd&en 
15 ©Ijrfurd&t betrad&tet, 

23ir traten in bic bunllcn fallen bcr $unft unb ©pinnen= 
getoebe. 

3$ fteberte cin bijsdjjen unb mit tlapperten bic 3aljne. 3$ 
fdjjeudfjte cinigc gflebermaufe auf, bic ftd& tool jut SRot in 
20 cinet papictcncn KonigSfrone oerficcft getjalten fatten. DIjne 
unbefd&eiben ju fetn, id& Ijatte mcinc 9toDe gut auStoenbig 
gclctnt; abet toic id& tjier bic Sretter fat), bic bie SBcIt be= 
beuten, unb jtotfd&en bcnfclben bic tocitcn $ugen . . . ! 

Sin bamalcn cbcn fd&on ©d&neiber getocfcn. 
25 3$ toanfte Ijtnter bic Souliffcn unb enoartcte mcin ©<$Iag= 
toort; c3 t)ie|: „fitr un§." — 2Bir fpicltcn abet nidfjt fitr 
un3, fonbem fitr bic anberen unb infonberljeit fitr bic armc 
©d&aufpielertruppe. 
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9tun abet l)inau3, IjinauS in'S feinblidjje Seben ! — 35ic 
Iccrcn Sanfe fmb j|a feine ftrengen $ritifer. (Ss roar nur $robe. 

2)er (Sinfager lifpelte: „35odf) nid^t bet Icmge Solpel, bet 
beim ^ad^ter bient ?" 

Seim $adf)ter? badjjte idjj, bet roeldjjem $adf)ter? — al) jo, 5 
nadjjfagen foil td&'S — unb idjj Ijerjbredjjerte e3 nadjj. 

3>n Slngftfdjjroeiji roar idjj, aid idjj meine jroeiljunbert SBorte 
t>on bet Seber tyatte. 2lber adjj, bag Srgfte foQte \a erft lommcrt ! 

— 2)ennod(j badjjte idjj an grofeere StoDen. 2Benn idjj bercinft 
beginnen foQte ctroa mit gauft: 10 

„§abet}im, aa)I ^fjtfofopljte, 
Surtfteret unb 3Kebigin 
Unb leiber aua) 2$eologte 
ajur^augftubictt!" 

— Slber td(j Ijatte bamals eben nodi) nidjjtS fiubiert. 15 
@ut bat)on. 9tun famen and) bie anberen jroei an bie 

Steitye. 34 roiinjd^te au8 ganjem $erjen, bafe auc^ biefe iljre 
©adjje fdjjledjjt madden molten. ,,3$ frcue mid^ barum an 
bem Ungliicfe anberer," fagt $anSjorg in bemfelben ©titcfe, 
„roeil ba3 meine baburdjj leister roirb." Unb ftetye, fte tnad&s 20 
ten'3 aud(j fd&led&i. Slber bet 35ireftor bet ©efeUfd&aft, bet 
unfer SRegiffeur roar, ladjjelte, a!8 rooDte er fagen: -Hun fetyt 
nur felbft, baS Jtomobienfpielen ift feine $Ieinigfeit! 

35urd(j bie entlegenften ©affen fdjjlidjjen roir nadjj §aufe ; unb 
e3 tDar bod& nur t>on ber $robe. 25 

2lm anbem STOorgen, nod& vox ©onnenaufgang, roaren roir 
brei auf bem 3tyeaterjettel an ber ©trafienedte, unb beim 2Birt 
an bem 2Banbnagel. 
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Saum in meinem Sette exroafyt, „betete" \6) meine SRottc 
— e§ ging ju metner unenblidfjen Sefriebigung leidfjt roic ba3 
33aterunfer. 3)agu fatten rait nod) ben gemjen Xag Sett jum 
©tubieren ; — mein -Dieifter fyatte ja oljneljin leine 2lrbett $u= 

5 gefd^ntttcn, idj glaube, e§ war gar leine im §aufe gemefen. 

2Bir SKitljelfer fprad&en un§ im 2aufe beSfelben Stages nut 

bei unferen neuen Siteln: „§err 33aron, §err 3Kol)r, §err 

Sorporal" an. 

3>ener ^farrer, al§ er ftclj im ^rebigen iiben rooUte, ging 

10 $u ben SofjUopfen fyinauS unb prebigte tfjnen 33uf$e unb ber 
©ttnben 93ergebung. ©o gogen aud& mir fjinauS in ben SBalb 
unb iibten un% in unferen SRoUen, unb bie 33aume roaren unfere 
Sufdfjauer, unb fie tfjaten un3 ben ©efaHen unb liefen nid)t 
bacon. $a, mefjr nod), fie fd&Iugen iljre Slrme llatfd&enb in 

is einanber; nur nadj meinen groeifyunbert SBorten war mir'S, 
als fyatte bie Stanne unb bie Sard&e ben $opf gefd&iittelt, unb 
Ijodf) oben in ben SBipfeln war e§ geroefen n>ie ein leifeS Sifdjen- 
6i, bie §olgfd)tibel uerftefjen nicljts, ober es finb SRejenfenten ! 
roiirbe ein ftabtifd&er ©d&aufpteler fagen. 3$ ging entriiftet 

20 bem 3)orfe gu. 2Kein IangeS Kiinfilerfyaar roe^te im SEBinbe 
unb' id) freute mtd& be3. 

3)em Saber war meine Korperljaltung nid&t red&t, er meinte, 
ba§ fei fein ©olbat, unb er brucfte mir bie Srufi fjerauS unb 
ben 33aud() Ijtnein unb bie Sniee firamm unb ben Sopf empor. 

25 ©o lieft er mid) im ©arten eine SBeile ftefyen, unb neben mir 
fianb ein §oIgftrun!; unb mir, iclj ber fieife ©d&netber unb 
ber §olgftrunf, Iiebaugelten mit einanber. 
6§ nafyte ber SIbcnb. ®a§ $)orf Ejatte ben ganjen Stag t>on* 
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nidfjts anberem gefprodjjen, als t>on bent ©reigniffc, namlidj bcr 
grofeen SBorfieHung, ju raeld&er bie brei genialften SKanner bet 
©egenb bereitroiHigft i^re -Diitroirfung gugefagt fatten. 3)ie 
©d&aufptelertruppe oerfpradf) ft$ eine grofee (Sinnafjme, unb 
fd&on am -ytadfjmittag fjinburclj ftanb bie Eajja offen. b 

3$ roar gebrod&en. Sangfam roanbelte id^ IjinauS auf bad 
gclb ; meiner inneren Dual lein (Snbe, fturgte id^ miclj auf cine 
roeifee SRube, jog fte auS bet (Srbe unb oergeljrte fte. 

3)iefe Xljat Ijatte raieber bag ©elbftoertrauen in mir erraecft ; 
mit oerfdfjranlten Sltmcn flog id^ Ijin itber gelber unb SBiefen, 10 
einer glorreidfjen 3^* entgegen. 

3Me Sonne roar untergegangen. 63 roar ein Ijolber 2lbenb. 
3$ fjtipfte Ijin — felig unb frei, roie am SCage meiner freuben* 
retd&en greifpred&ung. 3$ Iiebaugelte mit ber 2lbenbrbte, baS 
§erj mar mir t>ott oon neuen ©efitfjlen unb SUjnungen, ^ie is 
unb ba ftanb aud& noclj ein Sliimlein offen, unb fo fyahe iclj 
an jjenem 2lbenbe — gefenften 2luge3 unb tief errbtenb geftelje 
id&'S ein — ein ©ebid&t gemad&t. 

2)a tyore iclj ein £Iingen, roie roenn man mit bem ©teine 
eine ©enfe fd&arft. 3)a3 Sod^terlein be3 SBeberS mafjte ba§ 20 
9lbenbfutter fiir iljre 5luf). ^a, baSfelbe SCod&terlein be§ 
28eber§, roeld&eS fiebjefjn %a\)T alt mar unb t>on bem eineS 
meiner ©ebidfjte fagte, eS fei gemoben au§ Silien unb 
$Ho3marin. 

5Run roar iti) Kunftler, ©d&aufpieler ; ein Suftfpiel fottte ftclj 25 
entroicfeln auf ber ©telle. 

3d& trat vox ba§ Sod&tcrlein be§ 2Beber§: „©riift ®id& ©ott, 
Juliana !" 
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„2lu(Ij fo oiel," antroortete jtc. ©ie fal) mid) gar nidji an, 
fie arbeitcte im gutter mit einer mufterljaften (Smfigleit. 

„3uliana, itf) roill 3)ir was fagen." 

„33raud& nicljtS gu roijfen." ©ie mdljte unb matyte, unb t^at 
5 bann bag ©rag in einen gr often Sorb. 

„3uliana!" fleljte id&. 

„©ef), Iafc mid& in SRulj, id) muft ju meiner Kulj." 

2)a rief \§ auS ooll tragifd&en ©demerges: „2)u ^aft ba§ 
3tinb im ©inn, unb oerfdfjmdljft ein treueS §erj!" 
10 //3 a /" fagtc fte unb arbeitete toeiter. 

„@ut," rief iclj, „fo gelj \§ oon Ijinnen; idf) gel) jum 
Sweater!" 

„$aft fd&on red&t!" 

„@el) gum Sweater, ja, unb gie^e fort in bie frembe 2BeIt 
15 unb rufe meine $ein a\x% auf ber Sityne, unb roeine mid^ fatt 
Winter ben 33orf)dngen, unb tote miclj tdgliclj mit einem funfeln* 
ben 35oId^, unb fomme nimmermeljr fjeim !" 

„<Si, ba tuerbe id& aber tueinen," tyofynte baS -Didbcljen. 

„5Rimmermef)r fyeim, ja, unb iti) gefette miclj jum ©efmbel 

20 unb effe erbettelteS Srot, ober id& effe feineS, unb ljungere. 

Unb fo lungere id& im Sanbe tjerum, unb roerbe lieberliclj, unb 

laufe aHerljanb Seuten beiberlei ©efdfjlecljteS nadjj, roerbe ein 

— Sump!" 

„3Ba3 ? ©in Sump nrittft roerben !" fu^r Juliana auf. „35a 
25 bleib' Iieber baljeim, unb xomn 3)iclj 3)ein §anbroer! fdjjon gar 
nit freut, fo lerne bei meinem SSater bie SBeberei!" 

©ie {jatte jtclj fd&on Ijalb gegen mid& geroenbet unb ber SRedjjen 
tDoQte iljr juft auS ber §anb finfen, ba fd&Iug im 35orfe bie 
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Sturntuljr. „©d&on ad&t!" rief id), „um ©otteSroiHen, Juliana, 
je$t fydb' itf) ben Sapfenftreidj) t>erfaumt!" 

2)a Iiefe iti) fie fteljen unb rannte bent 3)orfe gu. 3d& Ijatte 
in bet erften ©cene ju tljun, fjatte micl) nod& umgulleiben ; unb 
baS ©tiicf begann nacl) bent Xfjeaterjettel fd&on urn fteben Uljr. 5 
63 roar etn rafenbeS Saufen itber ba3 gelb unb burdf) bie 
2)orfgaffe, unb roag ici) gefitrd()tet tyatte, ttaf Ieiber ein, id& 
fant — nodf) frulj genug. 

"Bonjour, Monsieur, bonjour!" Iarntte mit ©eorg ent- 
gegen, " venez ici, venez ici ! " 10 

„%a ja, ja ja!" 

"Ou vous etes rest£ si longtemps?" 

„§oI' 35id& ber SCeufel ! — bei ber — $rob' bin id() geroefen !" 
ftieft ici) IjerauS unb argerte micl) fogleicl) iiber bie buntnte 2lu§= 
flud^t, beren Unroaljrljeit off en balag. is 

9lun ging'3 an'3 2lnjieljen; abet bie Sage bet SMnge tyatte 
fur micl), roie iti) bantalS in bbfem ©algen^umor roifcelte, fo 
roenig 2lnjiel>enbe8, baft ici) ba§ 2)at)onjie^en Ijatte t>orjieljen 
mbgen. 

„33itte, fd&neH, meine §erren," brangte bet SDireftor, „bie 20 
§errfd&aften roarten fd^on fefjr gefpannt." 3ftbe3 Iieft er un§ 
nod& S^it eine gan^e {jalbe SBiertelftunbe, unb enblicl) roaren 
rait ferttg. 

3$ roar, roaS bie Kleibung anbelangt, auS alien -Jiationen 
jufammengefefct. ©0 erroartete idO ba§ §eramtafjen be§ feinb- 25 
lid&en 2lugenbIicfeS. 63 fant mix fafi Sampf begierbe ; fd&on 
roollte id& auf bie Sii^ne ftttr^en mit gegogenem ©abel, allein 
biefer Ijielt in alter Siebe gar feft unb treu an feiner ©d&eibe, 
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bag ©prid&roort gu ©d&anben mad&enb, bafe alte Siebe nidfjt 
rofte. 

3)ic (StngangSmuftf roar Derraufd&t — e§ roar ber ©d&ulmetfter 
mit ber ©eige bageroefen. 
s „$6nnen roir anfangen?" fragte ber (Sinfager. 

„3* wol." 

6§ flingelte. 3)er 93orl)ang giiterte Iartgfam in bie §olje. 
D ©oit, ber ganje 2)acljboben roar doH 3Kenfd^cn, fo roeit baS 
2luge reid&te unb bie ©trafylen ber t>ier fierjen Ieud&teten. 
io „§inau§, Unteroffijier, IjinauS!" lifpelte mir ber 35ireftor gu. 

©ofort ftanb iti) auf ber 33ufjne unb meine erften SBorte: 
„3)ocl) nid()t ber Iange Solpel, ber beim ^ad^ter bient," ftiefe 
iclj in filagetonen IjerauS. 

3lber juft, roie iti) iiber ben Iangen Solpel Ijinroeg bin, 
is erblttfe id& bort, auf einem ®rambaum (33alfen) ft^enb — be§ 
SBeberS Socljterlein. 

„©inb ©ie uerrutft!" freifd&te mir ber Setter $u, „fo fagen 
©ie mir bodf) nur ein einjigeS 3Bort nad&!" 

Slber id) (jorte nidfjts, id) faf) ntd^ts mefjr; iclj roanlte bem 
20 §intergrurcbe $u unb ber SSor^ang ftel. 

" Pauvre ami ! " rief ©eorg unb fing midf) in f einen Slrmen 
auf. 

„2afjen ©ie unS bod& urn ©otteS SBiHen nidjt im ©tidf)!" 
jammerte ber 3)ireftor. 
25 „3$? im©tid&? roer? roen?" fagte id) uerroirrt, gab bann 
aber trofctg gur 2lntroort: „3$ fpiele ja!" 

3)er SBorfjang ging roieber auf unb id) fpielte meine 9toHe. 
%d) fpielte ! 3$ war eittjfidft, roie id) fpielte. ^n alien $)afy 
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• * 
latten {jaKte mcinc ©timme unb meine giifce mit ben fd&roeten 

ungatifdfjen Sticfeln fefcte td^ auf ben Soben, baft e3 btotynte. 

60 fdfctitt id&, fttamm auftedfct unb meine 2Botte poltetnb, ein 

ed&tet ©olbat, auf bet Siiljne tyin unb tyet, unb ate mir mein 

„$6Ipel" ntd&t patieten toollte, ftiefc ity gotnig ben %u% auf 5 

ben Soben — ba brad!) plofclidb bie alte motfdfje 2)iele, unb 

iti) fiel f)inab in ben ©tall unlet bie Santmet. 

3Me befie Xfjeatetmafcijinetie bet SBelt lann feine foldf)' iibet- 
tafd&enbe SBttfung tfjun, ate biefet motfd&e 93oben. 3)a§ 
^ublifum meinte anfangS, biefe fonbetbate SSetroanblung gemote 10 
gum ©tiicf, bis bet 3)iteftot, an Seib unb ©eele gebtodfjen, 
oetfiinbete, bafc baS ©tiicf nid&t tueitet gefpielt tuetben lonne. 

3)ie guten ©d&afe im ©tatte roaten auSeinanbet geftoben, 
ate itf) fo plo$lid& oon oben gu ifynen gefommen mat, unb id& 
lag auf bet ©tteu unb oben Ijotte id& bie ©timme : 15 

" Dieu, Dieu ! Oil est done notre ami ? " 

„©o entfd&ieben ift nod& feinet butd&gefallen, feit bie Stenfd&en 
fdfjaufpielen auf @tben !" tief bet (Sinfaget patljetifdf) au§. 

5Da ging bie ©tallttyut auf: „3fi SDit roaS gefd&eijen, SSiibel ?" 

Juliana mat's. 20 

„2Kein ©ott, id& roeift e§ nid^t !" tief iclj; ba Iad&te fte. 

„2aclje nid&t, Juliana," bat iti); ba lad&te fte noclj mefjt. Unb 
ate fte oben ba§ Sadden gotten, gingen fie betuljigt auSeinanbet. 

„©d&ieb ben 9liegel oot bie Xfjut," fliiftette iclj, „id() will 
nid&t, baft fte aHe lommen unb miclj Detfjofjnen." 25 

©ott fei 35anf, id^ mat ja fjeil, mat auf ba§ toeid&e ©ttol) 
gefallen. 

Son ben ©deafen unb Sfimmetn ift gu etjaljlen, baft fte juetft 
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cine SBeile t>on einem SBinfel gum anbetn Ijerumrannten, enblid) 
abet ruljig nmrben imb mit einanber fdjerjten unb fpielten. 

SDie ©d^aufptelergefeQfd^aft ftattete t^re (Sinnaljme ntd^i mefjr 
guriicf, fte jog ab. S)ie Seute gingen meljnnals auf ben @taQ- 
boben bed SBitteS unb beiradjteten bag Sod) im Sob en. Unb 
id) ging unb fdjrieb fpater biefe ©efdjidjte in einet Saune, bie 
mix mein Sefet giltig tjergeifjen moge. 



NOTES. 



The editor has allowed himself only a few verbal changes in the 
foregoing sketches. In the few instances where it seemed advisable 
to make slight alterations, Rosegger's German was generally too 
dialectical to be of service to the learner. However, it has not seemed 
wise to remove all " Austriacisms," since by so doing the local color- 
ing would have suffered irreparably. Undoubtedly it will prove suffi- 
cient to point out, in the Notes, any marked variations from ordinary 
standards. 

The Notes, both grammatical and lexical, are intended to facilitate 
not only the thorough understanding of the text and to fix in mind 
the essentials of German constructions and other peculiarities of 
grammar, but also, occasionally, to call the attention of the student 
to the literary qualities of Rosegger's writings. 

Ordinary and familiar abbreviations only are used. 



NOTES. 



The heavy figures refer to pages, the light figures to lines. 



i&ottoott. 

I* 3. mart Midi UUlgft, 'even if long ago . . . were.' — 7. urn* 
gefeljrt, 'vice versa.'' — 11. utlfc . . . 2tUtagUd)!ett, 'and thus purified 
from the slags of commonness. 1 — 14. gloat (M.H.G. zeware, ' for- 
sooth '), 'it is true,' 'it must be acknowledged,* ' true enough,' etc., 
a concessive particle, usually followed by abet, allein or boa) in the 
subsequent clause. — 19. pronounce xutW*$t, ' most real.' 

N.B. The acquisition of a large vocabulary should be the student's 
constant aim and purpose. Nothing will facilitate this task more than 
a persistent and systematic word analysis. 



Uttt'3 SBatettoort 

3* 2. toat tyj . . . flitlll, fo . . ., 4 if I was . . . child, then . . .' 
Notice, once for all, this construction : verb initial in dependent clause, 
followed by fo or barm in independent clause, is always the equivalent 
of the construction with initial roenn, * if.' — 5. alS Ob . . . giltge, 'as 
if I grew taller.' Cf. below, 1. 9, in Me $teite, ' thick,' ' stout.' — 9. 
miiffe, fei etc. are subjunctives, the indirect discourse requiring that 
mood. Cf. the verbs in the passage just following, in illustration of 
this principle. — 15. d:t (the spirit of contradiction), 'it.' — 17. abet 
fei . . . ettoadjfetl/ 'but once let the child be grown up.' — 17. jcitc, 
'those (people).' 

4* 1. ntod)te . . . fcilt, aflcitt, 'was perhaps of the same opinion, 
yet.' SWeitt (conj.), 'but,' 'yet' admits, but excepts from, a preced- 
ing affirmation or negation. — 3. bet Ulit Arbeit . . . 9Ratllt, ' the man 
weighed down by work and care.' This favorite German construction 
— the noun modified by a preceding participial adjective, itself limited 
or modified by a prepositional phrase — is, with some little practice, 
readily mastered. It is entirely logical, the principle being that the 
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modifier precedes the thing modified. — 7. jCTtiS, ' wore out.' — 9. 
Molten, 'have sway.' — 11. mir . . . mcincn gfeljler nor^iclt 'up- 
braided me . . . for my misdeeds.' Why fjatte? Is this the sub- 
junctive of indirect discourse? — 20. ufcettam, 'came over' (not 
'overcame'). — 21. tin fteigs ttntl Sttftgefttljl, 'a feeling of great 
happiness not unmingled with a desire to tease, or provoke.' — fo 
Xtfyt, 'in good earnest. 1 — 22. @»0 (allien, etc., 'There came tears 
(or 'tears came') into my eyes'; a typical construction, illustrating 
the use of the expletive e3 and of the dative of the personal pronoun, 
in place of the possessive adjective. — 27. oljtte baft • • • ftetaitfs 
tiefdjtoor, 'without my conjuring up any mischief.' 

5* 2. ettoad attgttfiettett, 'to be up to something.' — 5. bcffctt 
id) . . . tottt, 'of which, at that time, I was not conscious.' — 8. 
SRariagett (' St. Mary's Cell '), the name of a place near Rosegger's 
home, to which pilgrimages are made. — 0. For cm and 8lei, etc., 
lite an* bemfdbcn SRaterial, etc., see note to 1. 3, p. 4. — 10. 9Rarter» 
tocrfjCUflC, 'implements of torture'; here, the spear, hammer, tongs 
and ladder used at the Crucifixion. — 11. in JBettoaftrtttlg, 'hidden.' 

— 14. ttaftnt . . . toaftr, ' observed the time.' — 18. ftoifte . . . Ofeit* 
tmntel, 'squatted down behind the stove with it.' — 21. ben gttjtt 
be! $efot0, ' St. Peter's cock,' i.e. the cock that crowed when Peter 
had denied his Lord. Ordinarily, Biblical names ending in su§ follow 
the Latin inflection ; thus ber §a§n $etri = ber §afjn beg $etru§, etc. 

— 22. $ie Xetlc . . . im (Pattgetl, ' The parts when separated, seemed 
much more interesting than when they were yet together.' — 27. 
SBetttl'6 Itltt • • • bicSmal, ' if only nothing worse than a scolding is 
before me.' 

6* 1. goietttoattgtt fla^eUe, 'chapel at Hohenwang[en].' Ad- 
jectives derived from names of towns and cities (also occasionally from 
names of countries), are indeclinable and capitalized. Cf. Berliner 
©olbaten, g*auen, 2)eutfd), bag ©trajjburger 2Riinfter, etc., but also 
©djroetaet £afe, fttroler Serge, Bfterreidjet Sanb. Note, too, that 
derivatives in 4fdj (amerifamfd), fpanifd), trtfdj) are to be inflected, but 
not capitalized. — 10. ftrcttyalittalme, 'Descent from the Cross.' — 
13. tiarrifd), here, 'strangely.' — 16. g&em iff . . . getoefett, 'who, I 
should like to know, was discommoded by . . .' — 17. mit toot Jtt 
SRttte, ' I felt.' Another typical German phrase. Cf. ju 2Jtote roetben 
(with dat. of person), 'begin to feel'; e3 rourbe unS gang roof)I ju 
2Rute, 'we began to feel very cheerful,' etc. — 18. 311 trinlen friegtu 
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foflte, 'was to be made (lit. to receive) to drink.' — 26. (etnett • . . 
(jabc, ' not a muscle of my face twitched.' 

7* 1. SReitt ^edailgeit . . . fW), ' my longing for the cup of bitter- 
ness increased.' — 6. red)tfd)affett, 'upright'; but provincially 
' thoroughly,' 'well.' — <£1jrtfli*$err00tt (provinc), 'Saviour.' Cf. 
note to 1. 21, p. 5. — 8. fdjatt* glim ©tttctt ; like Engl, 'see to,' etc. 

— 9. abf^netoen (colloq.), ab'3u4d)nctbcn. — 14. modjte, 'would 
like.' — efter Seftarrtmg^toatig ; tin Scelenframjif, 'rather a forced 
persistence, a (sort of) soul-rigidity.' — 21. §d)toar3tOQlber4U)r ; the 
Black Forest region is famous far and wide for its industries, espe- 
cially its manufacture of clocks. These are sent all over the civilized 
world. Cf . Berthold Auerbach's Edelweiss for a character sketch of 
the Foresters, and their industries. 

8* 1. fed* ©cfiebel, 'tables,' 'chairs,' 'benches.' — 4. matt 

moge . . . tourtijforfdieti, . . . ftinattfgeften, . . . brittgen, 'that they 

should hunt through, ... go out, . . . bring.' The optative subjunc- 
tive is frequently used as an imperative. — Sd)ttd)Ctt, 'grove,' 
'isolated patch of forest.' — 7. uttt)erricf)teter $Ulge (adv.), 'un- 
successfully.' For this species of adverbial phrases, consisting of 
the genitive of a noun and adjective, see also the following : feften 
gujjeS, 'with firm tread'; madjttgen SRufeS, 'with a mighty sound'; 
Ijofjen §aupte§, ' with head erect,' etc. Cf. also, ©omttagS, SlbenbS, 
3Rittag3, etc. — 9. fiber gettl ttttfc Stab, 'far away from home.' 

— 10. 3oJM>lein (dim. of 3oppe or Suppa), 'coat.' — 11. $a$ fei, 
'[saying] that children were a world of trouble.' — 17. angebra$t 
foot, * was arranged or fixed.' — 20. toad fitt or toa* . . . ffir, 4 what,' 
'what kind of.' — 28. *er (gtfetljttjlfett tied ttftrgetoidlteft, 'the iron 
pine-cone shaped weight of the clock.' 

9. 10. §ei fttU fcation, 'Not another word.' — i$ mag'0 tticfjt 
(oten. Particular pains need be taken to turn the modal auxiliaries 
into proper English equivalents. The contexts alone can determine 
what the particular translation must be. — 12. felbet (usually) = f elbft. 
— 13. fein fBtin atgefdjlagett, ' not broken any limbs.' These remarks 
of the father, this psychological analysis, so common in Rosegger's 
writings, seem exceedingly fine. The father's bravado is all put on ; 
his heart is almost ready to break with grief. — 15. gattttfieifett, 
'fence-pickets.' — 17. 'leid)t or leid)t = meUeidjt. —-21. att£ ijttett 
toerfcett (OH, 'is to become of them.' — 23. 3n'0 getj Jttiettt (lit. 
'clear into his heart'), 'into his innermost being.' 
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10* 1. fioffd @>ttM)e, * spoonful of soup'; both nouns being in 
the accusative. Expressions of weight and measurement require that 
the object weighed or measured, when not qualified in any way, shall 
be in the same case as the noun denoting the measure. Of course, the 
original relation of the second noun is the genitive, as still appears 
when it is modified: cincn Soffel btefer ©uppe, cine ©He guten(3) Xud)e3. 
— 3. 3d) toeif . . . ftut, ' 1 know no other way out '; mir, the ethical 
dative, is often scarcely tangible enough to be rendered in English, as 
in the present instance. — 4. fttiete • • . $itt, ' knelt, turning towards 
the table.' — 8. mir . . • tDOt'l ; cf. note to 1. 17, p. 6. — 19. mit 
ifl . . . aufgegattgen, ' the light of knowledge was kindled in me at that 
moment.' — 24. §oUte et . • • feitt, 'even if he were not, 1 etc. — 27. 
e0 tMtdjriefelte mid), 'something streamed through me.' — e£ |0g, 
same construction. 



SBtc bet 3ttctfcttf ej>j> getfotfcett tfr 

This selection well illustrates Rosegger's exquisite pathos. The humble saw- 
filer rises to really heroic proportions in the treatment he receives at the author's 
hands. Close observation of details and the power to coordinate and weave these 
into an artistic whole are strikingly apparent in the present selection. 

11* 1. fatlb fid), 'was found'; the use of the reflexive instead of 
the passive is very common. — 2. 3eftt dljrijti ; cf. note to 1. 21, p. 6. 

— SRaria, Lat. Mariae (gen. case). — 3. $atet, ' Rev. Father.' — 5. 
Gtofe ©ttdlflttbeit, 'capitals.' — 12. 9UM&@d)U$, 'tyro,' 'a mere be- 
ginner in the art of reading.' — 13. fcafttt, ' instead,' * in turn.' — 16. 
jobeltt, ' yodel,' a peculiar manner of singing, common among the 
Swiss and Tyrolese mountaineers. — 19. aid tote • • . tljat, ' as if the 
priest preached.' Notice here, and in all the dialectical or semi- 
dialectical conversations the decided preference given to tfjun, ' to do,' 
as an auxiliary verb ; notice, too, the almost systematic suppression 
of the final c. — Hefceitt[fam] Mtffttftteit, 'to read with such ex- 
pression.' 

12* 1. jttttl Stttlieit [lag], 'was on his death-bed.' — 4. getoid)s 
ti$t f * heavy.' — 6. eitt fleitttottljiger ftttirj)*, 'a wee bit of a fellow.' 

— 8. gutterfammer, ' granary,' « hay-loft.' — 10. The jfttedjtS (hired 
man's) message is delightfully naive : Sottfl feitt Mtffieftett . . . 
er lo&t bitten . . . er toottf fierben, 'get up quickly . . ., he sends 



NOTES. 91 

word . . ., he was about to die.' — 11. 9Reifett*@>ej)J), lit. 'Titmouse- 
Joseph.' This sobriquet well illustrates the system of naming in vogue 
among the German and Austrian peasantry. Usually some pecu- 
liarity, trade, business or other distinguishing feature is fixed on as 
a cognomen to the Christian, or given name. Family names, though 
recorded in the parish register, never gain popular currency. — 20. 
fteitter, ' woodman, 1 one engaged in clearing away thickets, under- 
brush, stumps, etc. — 25. fibtiU, 'forsaken region.' — 27. £a§ Jet, 
' see here, 1 or, ' let me have [it].' 

13* 16. gaillUtettfittfcc . . . ftud)e, 'living-room, bed-room and 
kitchen all in one. 1 — 19. bom SBttttJC %tt, 'having met them in the 
forest.' — 21. um etlidje, 'by a few.' — 22. «n tier Ofetimautr, 
'near (leaning against) the earthen stove. 1 — 26. feilt (PefMjt to at 
eitlgef attest, 'his face was emaciated. 1 — 27. grauettoe, ' turning gray. 1 

14* 6. effett OTOge, 'be pleased to eat 1 , (pr. subj. after lift eitt, 
i»0§). — 11. pronounce Jmffabel. — 12. ftorljiti . . . gejttjlft, 'A 
while ago, he kept pulling threads from the cover. 1 Rosegger uses 
several terms (colloquially) for 'always 1 : fortroeg, attroeg, aUejeit. 
Of a piece with these colloquial and dialectical variations are : (1) the 
frequent omission of a pronoun-subject ; (2) the failure to carry the 
auxiliary to the end of the dependent clause ; (3) the omission of the 
participial ge* in roorben in cases other than of a preceding participle ; 
(4) the use of tljun as an auxiliary. — (6) the syncope or more 
frequently the apocope of an e. — 21. flei§ig . . . mogeit, ' could attend 
to properly, diligently. 1 — 28. §ait£leritl, 'cottager, 1 'cotter 1 ; one 
who dwells in a poor, shabby habitation. 

15* 5. SBerg, 'tow, 1 'flax or hemp fibres. 1 — 6. @elt (interj.), 
' is it not true ? ' ' truly ! ' Cf. Fr. rCest-ce pas f — 8. milliter toirtl, 
'awakens. 1 — 16. 311 (adv.), Howards. 1 — 18. tied toetteretl (adv.), 
'after that. 1 — 22. gegettittier, 'opposite to 1 ; translate here, 'when 
in the presence of. 1 — 26. milftte . . . aJlftlttlgetl, 'had to tax my 
inventiveness. 1 — 28. tier titer lefetett $iltge ; viz. Death, Resurrection, 
Judgment, Eternity. 

16* 6. &ic toaftre fRadtfolge <S)rifii, ' the true imitation of Christ. 1 
— 12. $0 bttnf Mr @0tt, 'May God reward you. 1 — 17. gaft ja, 
'Why, you have. 1 Study, carefully, the effect of these adverbial 
elements, ja, bod), nod), audj, etc. Ex. ©tfl food) gefommen, 1. 11, 
4 Here you came after all '; . . . toetoett toir tool tefoe geit tyolieit, 
1. 13, 'J am afraid, or, very likely we shall not have time 1 ; frtfdj 
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©affct €ft Ijatt fcod) gut, P- 18, 1. 9, « fresh water is good, «ay tofart you 
toiM,' etc. — 23. S(f)att6 (Engl, sheave), * straw,' * straw-tick.' — 25. ttift 
nihr . . • tyentnt, ' [see] that you do not handle the children so roughly.' 
'17* 4. fdjou, 'nevermind.' — 8. mctttcr Sag (gen. pi.), 'in my 
time.' — 10. jRatttatfer, field or acre lying near the SRain, * boundary ' ; 
here a proper name. — 12. fete SBirtfdjttft, ' the property.' — 16. £eM 
wit . . . on, 4 do not take to poaching, [I beseech you].' — 18. fyalt 
(adv.), 'indeed,' 'I think.' Transl. 'Now if, perchance, one of you 
would take to saw-filing, [he would be sure of making an honest 
living].' — 22. mem ©otet feltg, ' my sainted father.' — 23. bfi . . • 
ljet$t'£, ' as regards potatoes, this is true.' 
18* 2. gftet Jtt Hiel . . . mit, ' I do not like his talking so much.' 

— 4. eftett attd), ' it must be admitted.' — 13. goftelftrttt (lit. ' planing 
board '), ' top of work-bench.' — 14. §0l3J0ftl ; cf. note to 1. 11, p. 12. 

— 17. gofcenrO(f, 'coat' (made of a stout woolen fabric, especially 
worn in the Tyrol and the highlands of Austria). — 18. toad = etroaS. 
Rosegger likewise uses the forms met, went, roen instead of jemanb, 
etc. — 23. gtdjt, ' taper ' (near the corpse). — 24. gtoan^ger, ' silver 
coin ' (worth twenty Jcreutzers, formerly current in Austria). Trans- 
late ' a few pennies. ' 

19* 11. kg* Mtt md)t fdjtoet, 'do not take it hard.' — 13. 
$la$e( — ^(fi^lctn ; the diminutive 4etn appears in Austro-Bavarian 
as scl. — 3d) %tV . . . ttttf, ' I reserve ' etc. 

20* 15. toartet Reiner, 'waits for you,' or, 'awaits you.' — 20. 
gerttljfam = ru§ig. — 23. 3c$t ift'B gttt, ' Now it is all over.' 

21* 5. Bote, * messenger,' viz. Death. — 7. So rfiifcit . . . anient 
(Mil.), 'Thus they join the ranks, one after the other.' — 13. au§* 
geBotflet, 'bristly'; i.e. combed or brushed out into a bristly fan- 
shape. — 17. @am$&art, dialectical for ©emSbart. 

22* 2. ofter toenn . . . ©otteggttafceittltiit, ( or if doubts come over 
me as to man's standing in God's grace.' 



9titf bet aSadjt* 

23* 2. met ; cf. note to 1. 18, p. 18. — 3. 3&ger, ' hunter,' 
'guard.' — 8. aRaria^inmelfafrrtfeft, August 15. — 9. 93nb . . . 
mitffett, 4 My boy, I suppose I must begin to turn my hand to some- 
thing.' Observe in this connection, that the future is often used for 
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the present, expressing simply a probability or a possibility. Usually, 
the adverbs bod) or tool are added to indicate this shade of thought. 

— 17. Sdjaf $afi>t, ' sheep pasture on the slope/ — 18. £atd)ettatttoa(f)£, 
* larch-plantation.' — 20. §adjtoifi>, ' venison.' 

24* 2. $oni = 2lnton. — 7. fcfo[er] ficbtog (really a gen. pi., 
cf. note to 1. 8, p. 17), 'in his life.' — 8. gtttfceUjattf, 'foundling 
home.' — 13. (at fid) ait tytt gete|rt, ' has paid any attention to him.' 

— 18. So JtcBt . . . aft, ' associates with animals.' — 19. in fca£ 8ttd)fc 
(and getradjt, 'got [him] into the penitentiary.' — 22. ttertontntett 
bttrd) ttltfc tottrdj, ' ruined out and out.' 

25* 1. Settfelgfteiltlierg (prop, noun) ; it undoubtedly derives its 
name from being covered with boulders or other large rocks. Popular 
legend credits the evil one with having scattered these huge rock- 
masses — glacial drift — far and wide. Cf . Loeper's Goethe's Faust, II, 
p. 234, notes. — 6. (gttgiattgloifeit, 'gentian bells.' — 7. gettfofe or 
§etbft$citlofe, 'meadow saffron,' a species of crocus. — 8. um, 'for,' 
' for the sake of.' — 11. $a$lirettf!jeit, ' boards so arranged as to shield 
the top of the cross.' In the Catholic regions of Europe the crucifix 
is constantly met with along the fields and highways ; sometimes the 
bare cross alone calls the wayfarer to his devotions. — 22. SHntladjt, 
'blood pool.' — 25. ba, translate 'I see.' 

26* 4. 3Rit bent • • • tttdjtt, ' we cannot go on to cut willows to- 
day.' — 0. Srattbgrabett, prop, noun, designating a certain part of 
the forest. — §ol$fncd)ten, 'wood-choppers.' — 12. fflBie fonitte . . . 
antljltn, ' How could my father inflict that upon me.' — 26. gttdjfen, 
ordinarily gtid&fe. 

27» 16. JPotttt = 935Cer, ' improvised cannon ' (fired on festive 
occasions). — 19. Slutjtrieme, 'streaks of blood.' — 22. gettyfcrfc 
djett, usually §eufd)rede, 'grasshopper.' — 24. SJtold), 'salamander.' 

28* 5. getlaitfc, ' Saviour.' Cf. note to 1. 11, p. 25. — 7. Doit bcm 
Vfaljle, 'from the cross.' [The student should do more than merely 
translate this ne plus ultra sketch. He should analyze and be able to 
feel the restlessness of the boy, as "the shadows retreated still more 
under the trees"; he should study the art with which the oppressive 
stillness of the scene and the fearful spell, which the mound exerted, 
are described.] — 23. (grjl att . . . mod)te, 'Only when it seemed to 
have become aware of the smell of gunpowder in the rifle-barrel. ' 

29* 2. gettageiteit 6$aft, 'sustained,' or ' continuous sound.' — 
13. btt$ ift . . . ©aft, 'he is indeed a very nice boy.' — 21. $u fe$* . . . 
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3<iJ)f djett ad, ' you seat yourself meanwhile on this pile of twigs and 
pick the cones.' — 24. 6ti)0ttenta$, * whey-cheese.' — 25. Ijetm Jit, 
* homewards.' Cf. note to 1. 15, p. 15. 

30* 6. JBtfl ettt . . ., $11, ' You are a foolish fellow.' — 9. it eft cite 
. . . Ijerfcor, 'drew forth some object.' — 10. Umrfce Hjt &<Hlfl J cf - 
note to 1. 17, p. 6. 

31* 5. mag = fann. — 6. jmtcu if rein gcflangen, 'followed.' — 
12. etiten ttmft att0fe$en*eit 9Rann, 'a wild, pitiable-looking wretch.' 
— 10. ttmrbc . . . geljaUett, 'the trial was had.' — tear geftaitbig, 
'confessed.' — 19. SBitfelfinb, 'babe.' What was the reason of 
the father's saying : „£einetn>ec$en ift mix cin ©tein (weight) auf bem 
§etjen gelegen"? 



3U3 i« ba$ etfte mat auf bem ^amM : 
feagett faft* 

In point of good-natured, rich humor the present selection and „VLl& t$ ba3 
erfte SIHal tfomobie fpielte," p. 75, vie with one another. Both are exceedingly 
refreshing in their ndiveti, the Dampfwagen episode being, perhaps, the quainter 
of the two. 

32+ 1. bet $mcerutfd)er, 'the knee-slider'; cf. note to 1. 11, p. 12. 

Frequently these sobriquets are somewhat severe, as in the present 

instance. The godfather had, evidently, earned the title in question 

by his over-devotion at or around the altar. — 3od)Ctn = 3ood)tm. 

tt ritljc, etc. = the formula l requiescat in pace.' 1 — 4. tout iftltt/ 

'he looked upon.' — 9. Ijcrgcljt, 'sets to work.' — 14. abgefetmtfS . . . 

iff, ' a sharp cunning fellow that cannot be gotten at.' Colloquially 

the fteu$ is frequently the equivalent of 'very': freujbrat), 'very 

well behaved'; tfreujferl, 'capital fellow.' 

h **♦ ^- %l§ id) • . . mat, * when, though only a child, I had learned 

bo e 7 S ° od Use of my limbs.' The fdjon (adv. of time), refers to the 

felth ac< * uir * n ff fleetness of foot or learning to walk, as can readily be 

foot » 0l ^ ittin S tlie particle. It then stands : "when I was fleet of 

I j J Without indicating any particular period in life. Cf. note to 

s^me +*' lG * ~~ 9 * *«Ctttcttocg[en], 'for all I care.' — flletdj, 'at the 
tinx e , _ X1 | ott ( idiomatic ^ tis said toe i __ 12 , $ r pf . . . 
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£err, 'The Lord forbid.' — Srofetyeng, 'devil's contrivance.' — 

15. fffltlt and) fettt, 'perhaps'; cf. Fr. cela se pent. — 17. §>ttt$ltlfe 
gcbtrge, proper noun. — 20. Sjutalerb often, the low lands around 
the town of Spital, on the Drave river, Carinthia, Austria ; cf . note 
to 1. 1, p. 6. — 3cfftt$ 3Ranm! (prov.) = ScfuS s Dtaria! It needs 
to be borne in mind, that there is no element of low vulgarity in this 
and similar German expressions. Translate by ' Good Heavens ! ' or 
some equivalent harmless interjection. — 28. fete t$m • • . Jttfefctc, 
* which, at times, was a great thorn in his flesh.' 

34* 1. 3rrtilttr$[cn] — so called from the belief that stepping on 
it would cause one to lose his path — 'mad-wort.' — 5. nut 8flct& 
Uttfc Sd)ttf, 'neatly,' literally 'with diligence and skill.' — 6. fietftett, 
' strip,' ' band,' 4 rail.' — $a0 totrb . . . fettt ; cf. note to 1. 8, p. 23. — 
10. betlogett for erlogen ; cf. Behaghel's Historical Grammar of the 
German Language, p. 27, for this Austro-Bavarianism. The student will 
meet it constantly in the Fliegende Blatter. — 14. gematterttf §dlt0d)ett, 
'stone cottage,' for the use of the track-guard or SBa§nn>ad&ter. — 15. 
ftttQeltt, 'balls,' i.e. the signals. — 17. fcaft (old adv.), 'greatly.' — 
$ftft C$ . . . JttQtltge, ' That there was something supernatural, uncanny 
about it all.' — 20. Notice the form 3(r made use of by the boy ; a 
term of deference to his godfather. — 23. fljat . . • Stoljtten, ' groaned 
pitiably '; cf. phrases like einen ©afc t§un, einen gufjfaH t§un, Stlmofen 
t§un, etc. — 26. $fnftertt, 'snorting.' 

35* 2. Stetrertoagleitt^ ' a little vehicle, such as are in use in the 
Steiermark [Styria].' — 7. $a$ Brittgt . . . fteljett, 'The Lord himself 
cannot stop that.' — 10. ddjtifl, 'sure enough.' — 17. pronounce 
funnel or, as in English, tunnel. — 21. jftad)f}er, dial, for bann or fo. 
— SlcnUerct, 'delusion.' — 26. $ie fittb (ttt . . . Sect', 'They are 
gone (lost) like a Jew's soul'; fce£ 3ttbett, because the word is used 
generically. 

36* 3. ipferbetroge, 'horse-troughs,' 'cribs.' Before the railway 
era the highway across the Semmering had led past this inn. — 4. 
3auft (Austrian), 'luncheon.' — 7. &arl'6 VI.; the father of the 
famous Maria Theresa. — 10. in'$ £>fierreid)crlanb Ijiltaug, ' out into 
the Austrian land'; i.e. the province so-called, not the empire. The 
latter is composed of 17 different provinces: Bohemia, Galicia, Upper 
and Lower Austria, Carinthia, Styria, etc. The Osterreichisch- 
Ungarische Monarchic is formed of these 17 states and Hungary. — 

16. pttj ttertottttfcerltilj, ' very strange.' — 17. *§ ift ttnglet$ . . . 
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tretHeit, ( it's strange what people are up to nowadays/ — 20. ba£ rote 
Santydjett (ba3 eroige 2id)t), ( the little red light always kept burning 
in Catholic churches.' — 26. ttttter bet Stimntttttg M grtmbfemfl, 
* in the excitement of being away from home.' 

37* 3. mid) . . • bet $eitfel, * the evil one has a hold upon me'; 
i.e. he was greatly tempted to have a ride on the train. — 4. So 
toad, 'Such a thing (possible)!' — 6. 3$ mug . . . Ijttliett, 'I must 
have omitted to sprinkle myself before going to rest.' — 10. 92a = nun, 
' well.' — 20. $a toetfcen . . . fdjattett, ' They'll open their eyes.' — 23. 
34 • • • fcaliei, ' I, at once, agreed.' 

38* 2. btetoet([en], 'for the present.' — 13. 9Nhtg[e], 'coin,' as 
opposed to " currency." — 15. fcie tyoljeit QtXXtn, ' the fine gentlemen.' 

— et . . . Sdjforfer, 'he, poor fellow.' — jubem . . . ®etoi^t too, 
'moreover, the weight of both of us was but inconsiderable.' — 23. 
SBtr toarett . . . getommett, ' We could not have managed to board the 
train.' — 25. Pronounce 3Baggon' (nasal -on), the word being from the 
English through the French. Cf. Fr. wagon, ' car.' — 26. tourbe . . . 
abgelatttet, 'the signal for departure was given.' — 27. Goitre (Fr. 
couper, to 'cut,' 'divide'), 'compartment' (of a railway carriage). 
On most European railroads none but compartment cars are run. 

39* 7. ctn* ttlll* Mtberental, 'one time after another.' — 17. att§ 
ber SBetf, 'extraordinary,' 'strange.' — 19. 3eged, etc. (interj.), 
' Goodness gracious'; ' Well, I'll be blessed,' etc. — 21. ttoti) ittdjt . . . 
abgefeffen, ' not yet gotten the worth of our money.' — 23. bag 3*1*1}' 
'the thing'; i.e. the coupt and its arrangement. — 24. tutttttf . . . 
toerbeit, 'could not make head or tail of it.' 

4(h 1. 9RtU33ttfti)lag ; the station at which the train now was. — 
3. Sljitrfieljer, 'porter,' 'gate-keeper.' On many European roads 
tickets are taken up at the terminal station, and not by the conductor. 

— 5. §c, Setter! 'See here, uncle !' — 6. bag Ijetfct, 'that means!' 

— 9. untflorter Stintmc, 'husky voice.' — 13. elite ftanglei, 'an 
office.' — 14. <§ttif, Satftttd) = Xafd&e, Xafd)entud&. — 15. bte gerrett, 
'the gentlemen,' i.e. the officials. — 17. Setdjtgettel, ' shrove-certifi- 
cate.' — 27. alfi fd)01t . . . fling, ' towards evening.' 
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8U3 bte delicti ftadjte toateu. 

The intense, graphic tone of the „$eHen SRffd&te" gives a new aspect of 
Rosegger's powers. The description is at once marvelously realistic and sub- 
lime. We fairly smell the smoke, we fairly see the " red dragon " flying, and 
destruction coming on irresistibly — the destruction from which the poet, how- 
ever, sees arising an ampler life. 

42* 6. Xuvtyltin, ' pool,' * puddle.' — 18. IKtttag, * day of prayer 
and supplication.' — 21. gBeittt ba£ . . • gat tft, ' If once the dry spell 
is over.' 

43* . 4. fflofttt (mtad), ' Why, I should like to know.' — 7. Shin* 
ttffcrct, 'wiseacre,' 'speculator (in forbidden fields).' — 8. galttr 
(Austrian), « herder,' * shepherd.' — 20. flu fcci! foitltiflett «., ' On the 
sunny slopes of the Filnbaum Forest region.' Cf. note to 1. 28, p. 45. 

— Su)l(l0, 'clearing,' 'strip,' 'field.' — 23. Snctft tnod)te H., 'Per- 
haps it,' etc. ; cf. note to 1. 23, p. 28. 

44, 2. (edjgett, intensive form of leden, 'lick,' 'flare up.' — 3. 
attttgeltt . . . 8d)langcngC3itu}t, ' shoot forth like tongues of snakes.' — 
7. Stttyrojeffiott ; in many parts of Europe it is customary to pass in 
solemn procession around the fields, either, as in the present instance,* 
to pray for what is withheld, or to commend the growing crops to the 
kindly protection of Heaven. Jules Breton's La Benediction des bUs 
gives a good idea of the ^rogeffion. — 8. bet §od)uiaH>, ' the heart of 
the forest ' (as distinguished from the 2&tn>ad)3, the younger, planted, 
portions). — 18. bet <2>tl)er, 'seer.' The old Norse poet [Edda, Vol- 
itspd], scanning the future of the world, proclaims: 

The sun darkens, 

The earth sinks into the ocean ; 

The lucid stars 

From heaven vanish ; 

Fire and vapor 

Rage towards heaven ; 

High flames 

Involve the skies. 

Anderson, Norse Mythology, p. 423. — 26. flebtfl, 'pitchy,' 'sticky.' 

— fjcjmnjcrt, 'mailed,' 'protected.' — 27. fdjlttg ltid)t an, 'did not 
avail.' 

45* 2. glammenbrattt, 'devouring flame'; cf. SBtnbSbrcwt, 
'storm,' 'tornado.' — 6. burd) . . . gtt fefcett, 'by advancing some 
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distance and laying waste the intervening strip to set a bound ' ; as the 
"back-firing" in fighting western prairie fires. — 24. fca£ (ttttgfie 
®crid)t, 'the Day of Judgment.' — 28. gfilttbawtt, gdf ClllcitCIl ; 
names of certain localities in the neighborhood. 

46* 10. tioflawf gidjt, ' plenty of light. 1 — 11. jeljn Wtinuttu totii, 
'at a distance of a ten minutes' walk.' — 18. $reiftfU)terett, Cran- 
berries.' — 19. @e(oft (collect.), 'all the buildings and sheds of the 
farm ' ; the farm itself. 

47* 6. flBatojMrtteeit, 'stretches of forest.' — 9. e* ficlctt . . . 
fittft; thus negativing the guasi-proverbial expression: ©ebrcttene 
935ge( fliegen einem nid)t in'S Wlaul — 16. Her foljlcitbett &ttuutt, 
' of the smouldering stumps.' 

48, 7. &0TO, ' grain,' ' wheat.' On the various meanings of $om, 
cf. Marsh, Lectures on the English Language, p. 246. — 17. fcet QtfytXlt, 
' the tithes' (for the support of the church). — 20. geto tttn $feU), 
'field after field.' 



3U3 i« bet TOttHct toat. 

49* 2. SSif fettle^ttttt ; for latter part of compound, cf. note 
to l. 20, p. 43. — 4. ©ernteit, Sterling, @aiterantl>fer, 'helle- 
bore,' 'hemlock,' 'sorrel,' respectively. — 5. feitterjett, 4 in its 
time,' 'in the old days.' Referring to the future, how should the 
word be rendered? — 8. £$oma[3]. — 10. gBtefettraitte, pasture- 
common.' 

50* 4. fctC gait) • • • toarett, ' that had turned to a dark red color 
(because of the fire) and had even fallen apart.' — 6. GJrunbcl, ' shaft,' 
'axis.' — 9. 06 fce£ ttttglttlft, 'on account of the disaster.' — 15. 
©n>fd)Clt ; a silver coin worth about two cents. — 18. toad tX ©egetts 
fctenffrd, * what of return services. ' — 20. et mdge It, Here is another 
excellent opportunity for the study of the subjunctive and of adverbial 
particles. Cf. note to 1. 9, p. 3. — 22. UOIt tDegftt, ' as to.' — 23. (o 
etnetl, Jtoet Sagt . . . left, ' for it (the mill) stood idle one, perhaps, 
even two days, every week.' — 28. (Slefegne ®ottl 'God bless it 
(the bread)!' 

51* 1. SRttfjleffl, * beast of burden.' — 6. Ucfctt ttttt . • . tllit, 
' were only his satellites, as it were.' — 8. $ielt'£, * had to do.' — 16. 



NOTES. 99 

@teilt$ait0, 'the casing of the mill-stones.' — 16. Huff d)ntt$mnlbe, 
'mill-hopper.' — 17. @>$itttl)Obttt, * platform from which the hopper 
was filled.' — 20. 8Bcif)fmumgcfa&d)cn gangclte, 'vessel of holy water 
was swinging.' — 23. Kabfhtbe, 'wheel-race.' — 8Baffcrfto&, 'mill- 
race.' Cf. fcolsflofc, 1. 9, p. 54. 

52* 4. ©on bem aittrrttbrn Sdjnabel, ' From the vibrating spout.' 
— 9. ton* flRuttent, 'the milling business.' — 13. doftannifttoitnniSjen, 
'glow-worm.' — 15. t$ Jelic and) btefe 9Rtt$le p irennett an; notice 
here, (1) the subjunctive; (2) the separable verb; (3) the expletive 
„&. u — 16. SBattb flange, 'pole,' 'lever' (arranged along the wall to 
open and close the mill-race). — 26. getntoattbMftdje ; in Europe the 
peasantry still spin, weave and bleach their own linen. For the latter 
operation there are what we may call "bleaching commons." — 27. 
(tnitbet (adv.), used instead of iiber (prep.). Often, indeed, do we 
find redundant constructions such as: iiber ben Singer fjinuber; 
au% bent ©arten § e r a u 3 ; in ben SBalb § i n e t n, etc. 

53* 1. @tina = ©Ortfttna. — 2. nor fid) Jin, 'to himself.' — 4. 
$et tOttt' . . . gftommen, ' She certainly would have considered it an 
excellent chance.' — 8. nnb @>djltdjtt£ JC. Transl.: 'I am of the 
opinion that not very much that is bad can be said of her.' — 10. 
btttttt toot H., 'then the matter was dropped.' — - 17. and Uttgfl . . . 
totifttn Sftatt, ' from dread and fear of the White Lady ' (some spectral 
apparition). — 18. (ginleget (©inlieger, SBetfafj), 'lodger.' — 21. 
froljneit, 'to do forced service,' i.e., service in socage. — 22. natf) 
htm 3afjre fce$ #cil$, ' after the year of Our Lord ' (lit. ' of Salvation '). 
In 1848 many European states made efforts, more or less vigorous 
and determined, to establish constitutional governments and to do 
away with the abuses still remaining from feudal times. 

54* 6. fttrfcieftat' (colloq.), 'good for nothing.' — 9. goljflofe, 
'mill-race.' —27. anberartig, 'strangely.' 

55* 19. ebftt tcdjt bidjt tear, 'chanced to be very thick.' — 26. 
etn bertenf titer ©ebanfe, ' a deuce of a thought.' 

56* 15. aid ttttf benfelben, ' when in response to the same.' — 19. 
aRtt# . . . fc'ratt*, 'never mind.' — 24. ba b'titt . . . toorben, 'great 
mischief had been going on within.' 

57* 1. 3d) tidjtete . . • @(Utg, 'I did not again set the mfil in 
motion.' 
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ft obhiftfii in bet ®d)tteibetf eitf d>ett+ 

The nmiHwiko of De Foe's hero, because of the events related. 

5*i. L lier 9ld^ ^ SgnatiuS. When the article is used with an 
unqualified proptr name, it is almost the equivalent of a demonstrative. 
Thus, bet Stafoj Le,, the well-known N., the one everybody feels 
acquainted with. — 2. Stattentgrttttfce, 'farms,' 'tillable lands.' — 
*Jllmtaalb, 'highland forest'; the 2Um, 2115 or Slip being the high 
Pastures to which the cattle are driven during the summer months. — 
■*• <*infdiirf]thaijfF|; translate, freely, * hermitage.' — 7. §att3arfcett 
as distinguished from work in the homes of their customers ; cf . Intro- 
duction, p. vil — 12, jRagfcem . . . etltgeftanbctt, 'after I had become 
apprenticed/ — ]G. t&int @tttlri>t, 'an hour's distance.' — 18. ou{ 
«tf (rctt, l for several.' — 22. fcte, freilidj, ' who, it must be admitted.' 
59. 15. «rt|)' (to*' att (dial.), 'go right ahead.' — 22. troUtc 
m i<J), 4 betook myself.' — 24. etttf Qttt befdjlagette @llc, ' a well-ironed 
y^l-stiek.' 

Gf>* 2. bo 6 . ■ . ftelftf , ' the dark room.' — 9. @t mu&te glatlbftC 
1 &e must have thought,' * Undoubtedly he was under the impression.' 
- J& itftrr Hen Siiljtl, 'across the hill.' — 24. tuetttt ct . . . ttm\fyu, 
* Wne/J he once gets out and away he cannot be overtaken.' — 25. fo 
Wf/ fajlflr f(ii ft'* [ such very long legs ' ; t>iel, in the sense of ' very ' is 
dfefectical : old fcijon, Dtel fetn, etc. — 28. tenor • . • ritrften^ 'before 
iFo commenced our work in the homes of customers.' Cf. Intro- 
duction) p. vii- 
fi£+ 3. tvi€ , - * ^tefabotf, 'like a pursued wild goat' or 'like a 
dear***— 7. fifttticr Ocrfi^Iagetl^ 'fastened solidly.' — 8. gilt Sfftttet* 
*. /f * a ji ailusi"" to the prevalent notion that only persons of a 
d »Jicatt? weak constitution, unsuitable for other vocations, take to 
tailoring. — 6 a " MttOtil, 'nevertheless,' 'after all.' — 19. fjcittc 
I *& * - an * * Jt J " Iist about depended on this.' 

*•-> SL HM# • • - loare, 'what about the [customary] dumpling 

soup, *~— 14 - ftoJNVr&iite, * paper sack,' 'cornucopia.' — 16. att bcttett 

lit rutteln, * to question which,' etc. — 25. feitt Gteltt; i.e., to make 

fire __ 27. in einent - . • SBtntel, 'in the oddest, most unsuspected 

spot. * 

63* * 8 - fa *«' **lrf*# fo bid Sittttc; proverb.— 19. gifcittt*, 
* pa-per rolled together for a lighter.' 
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64* 1. gettte oiler Stanfce, 'all sorts and conditions of men. 1 — 
15. ffiet nitr ; supply ' I wonder.' — 26. Sttgefdjmttcnefl, * cut, ready 
for sewing.' 

65* 6. ehtct mtintS Sctdjeng, 'one of my sign (profession)'; as 
in Jtdius Caesar (Act I, 1), . . . 

You ought not walk 
Upon a labouring-day without the sign 
Of your profession. 

— 7. gfeiierfdjlofc, 'puzzle-lock.' — 20. to er . . • flttft . . . Itob, 

4 what, I wonder, has become of this scamp of a fellow.' — 21. atte* 
, tDftl . . . gremfc', ' he is constantly longing to get away from home.' — 
am Girtf, 'perhaps.' — 27. 3e$t madjf* mtt ui$t& meljr, 'Now I 
care no more.' • 

66* 14. ^djoetitmonrage (pron. — coorahzh'e). The proverb in 
question is : ©djneibercourage ift §af encourage. 

67* 2. jut Ren* Hit* geftertoeffttttg, ' for the awakening of con- 
trition and repentance.' Notice this use of the hyphen to make 
several compounds in succession, when one component part is common 
to them all. — 9. Saf erment for (Sacrament ; used as an oath. — 10. 
@r . . . fdjattCtltlfc, 4 'Twas awful to hear.' — 20. nad)tfd)lafenb @tnnfc', 
'during the sleeping hours.' — 27. f) in tan, 'backwards,' 

68. 12. malefig, • confounded. ' — 17. ©Oti = ©regoriuS, ' Gregory. ' 

69* 1. fam . . . ttttf, 'had no chance,' etc. — 6. Don toegett . . . 
attentat, 'because of this disgraceful quarreling, every time.' — 9. 
ncbelte, 'puffed.' — 16. etn . . • 83ndj, 'some few books.' — 18. 
Settetriftit (belles-lettres), 'literature.' — 20. $rofo$, 'provost,' 
' bailiff ' ; the officer who has disciplinary powers, such as the provost 
of a college. Cf . the expression : 2)er ©tubent tfct Sprofoffen&rot, ' the 
student is in the lock-up.' — 28. ffof fcicfcfl ftttftetfte H., 'I am not 
yet reduced to this extreme.' 

70* 4. $|jtte mix . . . fft)i(fen (dial.), 'Let the S3ouerin send some 
one up here.' For toen cf. note to 1. 18, p. 18. — 15. $ojt, ' message.' 

— 23. 3ttttfe ; cf . note to 1. 4, p. 36. 

71. 5. $irnM (dial.) = $tme, 2Raba)en. — 14. @ar nit = ©ar 
nidjt. — toegen toad = roedroegen. All these dialectical variations 
from standard book-German are important from a linguistic point of 
view. They represent Austro-Bavarian and South-German collo- 
quialisms. — 16. $o$ $it ftanb'0 beffet an H., "But it would become 
you better to act differently.' 
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72* 7. SRatitdjtlt ; used as a term of endearment. — 13. $tt fiajlj) 
(gaffe), * You fop.' — 16. bo ; redundant. — 24. 3d) tOttV. . . OUfllafc, 
' I shall see to it that you do not get out to-day.' 

73* 6. Stifteit, usually ©tift. — 10. Offen toar . . . tfogeln, * It 
stood wide open.' — ttttgel, 'hinge.' — 27. 8emtnclfttatt&ett, dough- 
nuts.' 



3U3 i« baS etftc 9Ra( ftotttBbie fpielte* 

This sketch has already been mentioned and characterized. Cf. note to 
• selection V. 

75* Pronounce ftontollfce, in four syllables ; just like Xrago'bUe, 
gami'Ii=e; but ©tjmpattyie', ©nmmetrie', 2Jtorie / , etc. In the latter 
(French accentuation) type the Latin -ia = ie, long i. — 3. ftrieg* 
lad); a town near Rosegger's native hamlet. — 7. Dacterenfcer 
8d)nefoct, * tailor out of work.' — 9. goltft; celebrated as actor, 
author and reader of Shakespearean dramas. Died February 12, 1880. 

— 10. aitQefeftt, 'selected to be put on the stage.' — 11. foftten . . . 
Bfben, ' were to act,' etc. — 14. Segetftentltg (gen. case). — gab . . . 
baraftf, 'I promised to accept the role.' — 19. §>J)ie$rttteit lattftlt, 
'run the gantlet, or gantlope '; cf. Webstek on this word. — 21. ait£; 
(attest, Miff en ; (infinitives used as imperatives). 

76* 4. Oiu, monsieur, 'Yes, sir.' — 9. A sept heures, * At seven 
o'clock.' — 11. Eh Men, ' Very well.' — 13. Stallbobeit, ' barn-loft.' — 
20. Hdntggfroite ; evidently the remnant of some former $unftpertobe. 

— 24. ©in bantalen (bamate) . . . grtorfen ; another allusion to the 
status of tailors. Cf. note to 1. 8, p. 61. The import of the remark 
is : But how could I be blamed for having my misgivings, seeing I 
was a tailor? — 25. fcie GouUffflt, ' curtain,' * scenes.' — @d)Iagtoort, 
1 catch-word,' 'cue.' 

77* 3. eiitfaget (Fr. souffleur), « prompter.' — 6. id) f)tT$ttti)trtt tB 
nadj, ' I made a desperate attempt at repeating it.' — 8. Don bet Ccber 
(roeg,), ' thoroughly committed.' — 11. „§a&e nun/' etc., the beginning 
of Goethe's masterpiece. — 16. ®ut fcabOlt, 'Nothing more of that.' 
— 19. ganSjbrg = Sofjann ©eorg. — 22. ftegiffenr (pronounce as in 
French), 'manager.' — 26. toaten toif btei JC, 'we three were ad- 
vertised on the bill-boards.' 
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78* 9. Setter $f arret, * A certain clergyman.' — 18. ftegettfetttett, 
'critics,' 'reviewers.' — 22. Sober, 'barber,' 'village doctor.' — 27. 
Itedattgelten tnit einattber, ' ogled each other.' 

79* 2. gentalften,'' ablest,' 'most talented.' — 6. ftattb . . . offen, 
'tickets were on sale.' — 7. mettter ttlttent . . . Gttfce (abs. constr.), 
' there being no end. to my torture of soul.' — 13. mettter . . . $frei* 
fftredjuttg, 'when I was declared unsuited to enter the army.' 
Rosegger has a graphic picture of the "drafting scene in ^iibdjen, 
toirft ein Sefcut \ u Waldheimat, vol. 2, pp. 196, 196. — 17. gefle$e 
td)'0 ettt, 'let me confess it.' 

80* 1. ttttd) fo Mel, 4 The same to you.' — 21. Ittltgere id) . . . 
tyerttttt, * I shall stroll about in the land.' 

81* 2. Satfettftretdj berfountt, 'missed the tattoo.' — 9. Bon 
jour, etc., 'Good day, sir, good day, come hither, come hither.' — 
12. Ok vous etes, etc., ' Where have you kept yourself so long ? ' — 17. 
dtalgettljttlltor, 'desperate humor.' — This paragraph presents a neat 
illustration of the composite character of the German vocabulary: 
ttttjteljen, 'dressing'; fo toetttg ttngtetettbel, 'so little that was 
attractive'; bad $at)Ott$ieljett, 'the running away'; fcorgieftett, 
'prefer.' The list of derivatives from jieljen, 'to draw,' could, of 
course, be swelled almost indefinitely. — 20. Me gerrfiljaftett, here, 
♦the audience.' — 24. toad Hie lUetbltltg attbelattflt, 'as for my 
clothes,' etc.; i.e., I, the §evr (Sorpotal, had a composite uniform. 

82* 1. gtt @<f)atri>en tttadjettb, 'discrediting,' 'giving the lie to.' 

— 15. attf . . . ftyettfc, ' seated on a beam ' (the barn had been trans- 
formed into a temple of the muses). Here, again, an excellent 
opportunity is afforded to study the conservative elements in dialects. 
$rantHattnt, from Middle High German dr&m or tram, 'beam.' 
The word has passed entirely from the modern High German, but 
Rosegger's surroundings still preserve it. Cf. with what has been 
said in note to 1. 18, p. 18. — 21. Pauvre ami, 'Poor fellow.' — 23. 
tm Sttilj, 'in the lurch.' — 28. in alien $a$lattett, translate 'into 
every rafter,' 'through the whole house.' 

83* 5. Jmrterctl, ' obey.' — 0. $tele (cf. Engl. deaJ-table), ' floor.' 

— 16. Dieu, Dieu 1 etc., * Good Heavens ! Where is our friend ? ' — 
17. Notice the play on the word burd)gefaUen. 
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INTERNATIONAL MODERN LANGUAGE SERIES. 

See also the Announcements. 

An Introduction to the French Language. 

A Practical Grammar with Exercises. By Alphonse N. van Daell. 
Professor of Modern Languages in the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, formerly Director of Modern Languages in the Boston 
Public Schools. 12mo. Cloth, xxvii + 229 pages. Mailing price, 
$1.10; for introduction, $1.00. 

HPHIS is a complete first year book, compact and concise and 

yet full enough to be accurate and thorough. It is in two 

Parts : Part I. consists of exercises and refers constantly to Part 

IL which is a brief French grammar. 

The book is truly practical, that is, it is based upon connected 
language, and it provides reference to a connected statement of 
grammatical rules. The particular attention of instructors is 
invited to this feature, not to be found in other books. 

The method of the book permits the introduction of conversa- 
tional exercises at any stage of the course. 

The exercises are interesting in themselves. Besides this, they 
are French in substance as well as in form. 

This introduction can be used with any reader or set of read* 
ing books. 

The long experience of the author has been ably supplemented 
by the criticisms of eminent scholars and successful teachers. 

For the elementary courses in colleges, seminaries, academies, 
and high schools it is believed to possess peculiar excellences. 



Theodore Henckels, Professor 
of French in Middlebury College, 
Vt.: I have decided to intro- 
duce the work into my beginner's 
class. 

M. Levi, Instructor in French in 
the University of Michigan : I shall 
not hesitate to introduce it at once 
into my class. 

G. H. L. N. Bernard, Instructor 
in Modern Languages, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Boston: I 
firmly believe it will facilitate the 
work of both students and teachers. 

J. Geddes, Jr., Professor of French 



in Boston University : It is an excel- 
lent piece of work and well deserves 
the remarkable success it is having 
all over the country. 

P. W. Freeborn, Master, Boston 
Latin School : The book must com- 
mend itself to those who wish to 
avail themselves of all that is best 
In modern methods of language 
teaching. 

A. de Bougemont, Professor of 
French, Adelphi Academy ■, Brooklyn, 
N.Y.: This work marks an Im- 
measurable advance over the exist- 
ing methods. 
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An Introduction to French Authors. 

A Reader for Beginners. Edited, with Notes and a Vocabulary, by A. 
N. van Daell, Professor of Modern Languages in the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 12mo. Cloth, vii + 251 pages. Mailing price, 
90 cents ; for introduction, 80 cents. 

rpHIS book contains short and easy tales suitable for the class- 
room and is intended to serve as an introduction to the best 
French authors. It contains such a variety of graded material 
that the student, having read it, is prepared to undertake still 
more difficult authors. 

This Reader has a second part comprising a summary of the 
Geography of France, a short history of that country, and finally 
a chapter giving some idea of its constitution and mode of 
government. 

Madame ThGrkse. 

Par Erckmann-Chatrian. Edited and annotated by George W. Roi#- 

lins, Master in the Boston Latin School. 12mo. Cloth. vi + 211 pages. 
Mailing price, 70 cents; for introduction, 00 cents. 

JlfADAME THERlZSE is the masterpiece of Erckmann- 
Chatrian, and a masterpiece of French literature. Its clear 
and simple style, its purity of tone, its noble sentiments, its fidelity 
to history, its absorbing interest, make it especially adapted to 
young pupils who are reading their first French book. 

La Famille de Germandre. 

Par George Sand. Adapted and annotated by Augusta C. Kimball, 
Teacher in the Girls' High School, Boston. 12mo. Cloth, z + 108 
pages. Mailing price, 56 cents ; for introduction, 50 cents. 

rpHE story has been somewhat abridged for the use of schools, 
that it might not seem too formidable, and to leave room in 
courses of reading for as much variety as possible. 



Quatrevingt-Treize. 



Par Victor Hugo. Adapted for use in schools by James Boielle, B.A. 
(Univ. Gall.), Senior French Master in Dulwich College, England. 
Revised for use in American Schools. 12mo. Cloth, viii -f- 216 pages. 
Mailing price, 70 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

TT is believed that this edition of this master-piece of French 

literature, well-known the world over, will be found in every 

way excellent. 
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Andromaque. 



Par Racine. (Texte de 1697.) Edited by Ferdinand Bochzr, Pro- 
fessor of Modern Languages, Harvard University. 12mo. Paper, 
ii + 75 pages. Mailing price, 25 cents ; for introduction, 20 cents. 



De I' Institution des Enfans. 



Par Montaigne. (Texte original de 1580.) Edited by Professor F. 
Bocher. 12mo. Paper, i v + 26 pages. Mailing price, 25 cents; for 
introduction, 20 cents. 



Le Misantrope. 



Par Moliere. (Texte de 1667.) Edited by Professor F. Bocher. 12mo. 
Paper. 93 pages. Mailing price, 25 cents; 'for introduction, 20 cents. 



Lee Davis Lodge, Prof, of the 
French Language and Literature, 
Columbian University, Washington, 
D.C. : Especially must I commend 
in the highest terms your plan of 
publishing the original texts of the 



great masterpieces of French litera- 
ture. This is a great aid to every 
professor who is striving to inspire 
his classes with an enthusiasm for 
advanced philological work and the 
critical study of literature. 



Extraits de la Chanson de Roland, 

avec une Introduction UttSra/re, des Observations Grammatica/es, 
des Motes, et un G/ossaire Comp/et. 

Par Gaston Paris. Membre de PInstitut. Quatrieme Edition. Revue 
• et corrige'e par PAuteur. 12mo. Cloth. xl + 160 pages. Mailing price, 
70 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

Les Pr&cieuses Ridicules. 

Par Moliere. Edited with Introduction, Notes and Vocabulary, by Mar- 
shall W. Davis of the Roxbury Latin School, Boston. 12mo. Cloth, 
lxxvi + 162 pages. Mailing price, 85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

AS an introduction to Moliere and the century in which he 

lived, there is probably nothing better than Les Precieuses 

Ridicules. The introductory matter contains a biographical 

sketch of Moliere, a bibliography and selections from the critical 

estimates of Moliere by Goethe and Sainte-Beuve. 

L 'Avare. 

Par Moliere. With Introduction, Notes compiled from the best sources, 
and a Complete Vocabulary. 12mo. Cloth, xxi + 140 pages. Mailing 
price, 65 cents ; for introduction, 66 cents. 
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A Scientific French Reader. 

Edited, with Introduction, Notes, and Vocabulary, by A. W. Herdler, 
late Instructor in Modern Languages, College of New Jersey. 12mo. 
Cloth, x + 186 pages. Illustrated. Mailing price, 85 cents ; for intro- 
duction, 75 cents. 

fPHE purpose of this book is to enable the student to acquire 

some general familiarity with French technical terms and 

style. The selections bear chiefly on electricity, mechanics, 

physics, chemistry, and their industrial applications. The copious 

Vocabulary contains definitions of difficult terms met with in 

the text. 

Popular Science. French Prose. 

Edited and annotated by Jules Luquiens, Professor of Modern 
Languages in Yale University. 12mo. 252 pages. Mailing price, 
70 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 
fPHIS book aims to provide material for imparting the habit of 
careful reading, and a vocabulary of scientific literature. 

Places and Peoples. French prose. 

Edited and annotated by Jules Luquiens, Professor' of Modern 
Languages in Yale University. 12mo. Cloth. 213 pages. Mailing 
price, 85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

fPHIS volume contains seven pieces of a descriptive character. 

The subjects selected, as well as the manner in which they 

are treated, make the book a suitable one for college, and in 

general for advanced students. 

La Prise de La Bastille. French prose. 

Par J. Michelet. Edited and annotated by Jules Luquiens, Professor 
of Modern Languages in Yale University. 12mo. Paper. 55 pages. 
Mailing price, 25 cents ; for introduction, 20 cents. 

fPHIS selection is condensed from Michelet's "History of the 

French Revolution." 

La Cigale Chez les Fourmis. comed/e en un acts. 

Par MM. Ernest Legouve et Eugene Labiche. With English Notes by 
Alphonse N. van Daell, Professor of Modern Languages in the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 12m o. Paper. 37 pages. 
Mailing price, 25 cents ; for introduction, 20 cents. 

rpHIS play is a bright and sparkling little comedy, and not 
difficult even for young pupils. 
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Contemporary French Writers. 

Edited and annotated by Rosine Mellk, Teacher of French in Ogontz 
School for Young Ladies, Ogontz, Pa. 12mo. xvi + 212 pages. Mailing 
price, 85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

TVTANY students of the French language who are familiar with 
the prose of ordinary writers, or capable of reading their 
works, find themselves at sea when they open the books of the 
men who are now directing the thought and shaping the literature 
of France. This book should be a welcome aid to this class of 
students. It is the first attempt, so far as we know, to fill the 
want that has been felt. 

The volume contains selections from the French writers of the 
second part of the nineteenth century, and is accompanied with 
literary notices, and historical, geographical, etymological, gram- 
matical, and explanatory notes. 

Morceaux Choisis d'Alphonse Daudet. 

Edited and annotated by Frank W. Freeborn, Master in the Boston 
Latin School. 12mo. Cloth, ix + 227 pages. Mailing price, 85 cents ; 
for introduction, 75 cents. 

rpHIS book is issued to supply a more extended course of reading 
from Daudet than is now published in any one text-book, to 
furnish a more harmonious and agreeable series of extracts, and 
to provide the learner with such explanations of the author's many 
historical, biographical, and literary allusions as will make the 
brilliancy of his style better appreciated. A large part of the text 
has never before been prepared for school use, and yet it is taken 
from his best known and most characteristic books. In addition, 
M. Daudet has supplied a new sketch, especially prepared for this 
work, and has kindly aided the editor by valuable explanations of 
certain phrases and allusions. 



A. P. Montague, Professor of 
Latin in Columbian University, 
Washington, D.C.: The selections 
are in the best taste, and admirable 
exponents of the author's style ; the 
notes are scholarly, helpful, and 
accurate. 



L. Oscar Kuhna, Prof, of Romance 
Languages, Wesleyan University, 
Middletown, Conn. : The typography 
and book-work has pleased me very 
much. . . . Daudet needs no com- 
mendation. I have been very fond 
of him, and hope to use your edition. 



138 MODERN LANGUAGES. 

Extraits Choisis de Paul Bourget 

Edited and annotated by Professor A. N. van Dakll of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology. 12mo. Cloth- xvi + 196 pages. 
Mailing price, 85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

T*HE recent visit of Paul Bourget to this country has naturally 
attracted a great deal of attention to this eminent French 
writer. He kindly assisted Professor van Daell in the preparation • 
of this book, having furnished the charming autobiography which 
precedes the other selections. A bibliography of Bourget's works 
and a list of some notable criticisms which they have called forth 
will be found after the introduction. 

Difficult Modern French. 

Extraits Choisis parmi les plus Difficiles de la Literature Moderne. 
Edited by Albert Lbune. 12mo. Cloth. vi+ 164 pages. Mailing 
price, 85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

TN most of the books published in French every difficulty is 
explained, so that the advanced pupil finds little upon which to 
exercise his ingenuity, and to put into practice what he has 
learned. The editor believes that a book containing professedly 
difficult passages will be welcomed by a great many teachers who 
wish to give their students something to do. It will also be found 
that the difficult passages of this book are representative of some 
of the best authors in the modern French Literature. 

Alfred de MuSSet Selections from his Poetry and Comedies. 

Edited with an Introduction and Notes by L. Oscar Kuhns, Professor 
of Romance Languages in Wesleyan University. 12mo. Cloth, 
xxxvii + 282 pages. Mailing price, 90 cents ; for introduction, 80 cents. 

fPHE aim of this book is to aid the student of French literature 
to form a just estimate of Alfred de Musset as a man and 
poet. It is not primarily designed as a text for the acquisition of 
a vocabulary or as affording material for drill in the elements of 
the language. Hence the notes are entirely of a literary and his- 
torical character. The selections, with two exceptions, are com- 
plete in themselves, and represent the very best of Musset's work 
in those branches of literature in which he excelled. 
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Le Nabab. 

Par Alphonse Daudet. Abridged and annotated, with an Introduction 
by Benjamin W. Wells, Professor of Modern Languages in the Uni- 
versity of the South, xxvi + 204 pages. 12mo. Cloth. Mailing price, 
85 cents ; for introduction, 75 cents. 

T\AUDET is typical of the best in the naturalistic movement in 
modern French literature, and "Le Nabab" is most typical 
of his second and strongest manner. Almost all the striking 
passages and episodes of the original work are retained, while 
maintaining aesthetic proportion and rhetorical relief. This has 
been done wholly in the author's own words. A critical intro- 
duction on the nature and evolution of Daudet's genius, on his 
methods of composition and individuality of style will help to 
make the study of this masterpiece valuable in the education of 
literary taste in the last year of a high school or the early part 
of a college course. 

Selected Essays from Sainte-Beuve. 



tion, 50 cents. 

Q AINTE-BEUVE occupies an interesting place in the literary 
history of the century. 

His literary studies, the Causeries, are essays which average 
about twenty pages in length, and their subjects cover the whole 
field of French literature. He has succeeded in these articles in 
writing a series of descriptions of people, which are unparalleled 
in their accuracy. His judgments are almost always trustworthy 
. and unbiased. 

It is not wonderful that the published volumes of his essays were 
widely read outside of France. No such array of critical writing 
can be found in any language, and without exaggeration he may 
be considered the greatest literary critic that the world has seen. 

La Princesse de Cleues. 

Par Mme. de La Fayette. Edited by Benjamin F. Sledd and Hen- 
dren Gorrell, Professors in Wake Forest College, N.C. 12mo. Cloth, 
pages. Mailing price, ; for introduction. 
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Wissenschaftliche Vortrage. 

Von Emil Du Bois-Reymond. Edited with Notes and Introduction by 
J. H. Gore, Professor of Mathematics (formerly of German) in the 
Columbian University. 12mo. Cloth, vii + 112 pages. Mailing price, 
55 cents ; for introduction, 50 cents. 

TT may be safely said that no other modern scholar covers such 

a wide range of science as is embraced in the lectures of Du 

Bois-Reymond, and certainly no one is his equal in presenting 

such topics in a fascinating manner. The lectures included in 

this book are accompanied by full lexical and explanatory notes ; 

the latter in many cases serving to advance the student in his 

scientific studies. 

Geschichten aus der Tonne. 

Von Theodor Storm. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by C. F. 
Brusie, Associate Principal of Mt. Pleasant Military Academy, Sing 
Sing, N.Y. 12mo. Cloth, xii + 127 pages. Mailing price, 65 cents ; 
for introduction, 60 cents. 

TiHESE three short stories by Theodor Storm are marked by all 

of that peculiar charm that belongs to his prose. 

A Preparatory German Reader. 

With Notes and Vocabulary. Prepared for beginners by C. L. van 
Daell. 12mo. Cloth, iv + 136 pages. Mailing price, 45 cents ; for 
introduction, 40 cents. 

TiHE prose in this Reader is supplemented with some choice 
of selections from the simplest and best lyric poems. 

German and English Sounds. 

By C. H. Grandgknt, Director of Modern Language Instruction in 
the Boston Public Schools. Illustrated. 12mo. Cloth, vi + 42 pages. 
Mailing price, 55 cents; for introduction, 50 cents. 



Dietegen. 



Novelle von Gottfried Keller. With introduction and notes by Gustav 
Grubner, Assistant Professor of German in Yale University. 12mo. 
Cloth, vi + 75 pages. Mailing price, 40 cents; for introduction, 35 
cents. 

rpHIS story, besides possessing much literary merit, is well 
adapted for class-room work because of its powerful plot, its 
idiomatic style, and its extensive vocabulary. 
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Soil und Haben. 

Von Gustav Freytag. Edited and annotated by Ida W. Bultmann, late 
Teacher of German in the Free Academy, Norwich, Conn. 12mo. Cloth, 
vi + 220 pages. Mailing price, 70 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

(MJSTAV FREYTAG is one of the foremost writers of Germany 

at the present time, and his Soil und Haben seems an ideal 

book for the class-room. 



Burg Neideck. 



Von Wilhelm Heinrich Riehl. With Introduction and Notes, by Charles 
Bundy Wilson, Professor of German Language and Literature in the 
State University of Iowa. 12ino. Paper, xix + 86 pages. Mailing 
price, 35 cents; for introduction, 30 cents. 

"DIEHL is deservedly popular ; his writings are remarkably pure 
in tone and character, and may be used in mixed classes. 
This story is one of his best and most keenly interesting. 

The book is eminently suitable for use in the first or second 
year and is an admirable text for sight reading even at a later 
stage. 

Brigitta. 

Von Berthold Auerbach. With Introduction and Notes by J. Howard 
Gore, Professor of Mathematics (formerly of German) in the Columbian 
University. 12mo. Cloth, viii +115 pages. Mailing price, 55 cents ; 
for introduction, 50 cents. 

fpHIS edition has been prepared with a conviction founded on 
actual experience that Brigitta is unparalleled for sight reading 
or regular work for a less advanced class. Certain descriptive 
portions of the original text have been omitted, but nothing in 
the way of connective matter has been added. 

Die Erhebung Europas gegen Napoleon L 

Von Heinrich von Sybel. Edited with notes by A. B. Nichols, In- 
structor in German in Harvard University. 12mo. Cloth, x + 126 
pages. Mailing price, 66 cents ; for introduction, 60 cents. 

fpHE immediate object of the editor has been to supply suitable 
material for rapid reading in the second or third year ; also 
to encourage intelligent, rapid reading, rather than a minute study 
of the text. 
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A Scientific German Reader. 

Edited and annotated by G. Theodore Dtppold, Associate Professor 
of Modern Languages in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
12mo. Cloth. Illustrated. v + 322 pages. Mailing price, $1.00; for 
introduction, 90 cents. 

A MONG the distinguishing features of this book may be men- 
tioned : (1) The copious notes referring to grammatical, 
technical, and biographical matters. (2) The illustration of the 
text with numerous drawings. (3) Exercises for translation from 
English into German, based on the preceding German text. 

Selections from Rosegger's " Waldheimat. " 

Edited with Introduction and Notes by Laurence Fossler, Professor 
of Germanic Languages in the University of Nebraska. 12mo. Cloth. 
x + 103 pages. Mailing price, 55 cents ; for introduction, 50 cents. 

fpHE editor has sought to make accessible a writer who is widely 
and most favorably known as a genuine poet. In the " Wald- 
heimat " Rosegger recounts, practically, his own life and experi- 
ences in the native mountain home. There is an exquisite charm 
both in the diction and the contents of these Alpine sketches. 

Doktor Luther. 

Von Gustav Freytag. Edited with Notes and Introduction by Frank 
P. Goodrich, Professor of the German Language and Literature in 
Williams College. 12mo. Cloth, xv + 177 pages. Mailing price, 70 
cents ; for introduction, 00 cents. 

"PREYTAG'S position in German literature makes it needless to 
say anything as to the excellence of the language and style 
of this book. 

Emilia Ga/otti. 

Von Gotthold Ephraim Leasing. Edited with Introduction and Notes 
by Max Poll, Instructor in German in Harvard University. 12mo. 
Cloth, xlvi + 131 pages. Mailing price, 70 cents ; for introduction, 60 
cents. 

fPHE action of this, the first real tragedy in German literature, 

will certainly rouse the interest of the reader and hold it to 

the very end. The style is clear and almost epigrammatic, so 

that the drama can be read advantageously by college students in 

their second year. 
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Collar's Shorter Eysenbach. 



Eysenbach's Practical German Grammar. Revised and largely rewrit- 
ten, with Notes to the exercises and Vocabularies, by William C. 
Collar, Head-Master of the Roxbury Latin School. Revised by Clara 
S. Curtis. 12mo. Cloth, xviii + 242 pages. Mailing price, $1.10 ; for 
introduction, $1.00. 
A CALL has arisen for a book embodying the same plan and 
aim as Eysenbach's Practical German Grammar, but shorter 
and easier. The Shorter Eysenbach has been carefully prepared 
to meet such cases. Vocabularies and exercises have been 
curtailed. Some less important topics have been omitted. This 
book can be easily handled in a year. 



G. B. Viles, Instructor in Modern 
Languages, Polytechnic Institute, 
Worcester, Mass. : In the hands of 
an intelligent master of that method, 
the book will accomplish grand re- 
sults. 

A. G. Crowell, Assistant Professor 
of Germanic Language and Litera- 
ture, Brown University : I have been 
a believer in the Eysenbach method 
ever since the first of my teaching. 

Hugo Schmidt, Teacher of Ger- 
man, English and Classical School, 
West Newton, Mass. : I am greatly 
pleased with it. I am already using it. 

German Lessons. 



James Mahoney, InstructorMn 
German, English High School, Bos- 
ton: It will be especially valuable 
with young pupils. 

J. "W. Eiedeman, Professor of 
Modern Languages, University of 
the Pacific : I am so] favorably im- 
pressed with it that I have re- 
solved to use it in my beginning 
classes. 

M. H. McMahon, Superintendent 
of Schools, Green Bay, Wis. : We 
are using Collar's Shorter Eysen- 
bach, and it has proved very satis- 
factory. 



BvW.C. Collar, Head-Master of the Roxbury Latin School, Boston. 
Eysenbach's Practical German Grammar, revised and largely re- 
written, with Notes, Selections for Reading, and Vocabularies. 12mo. 
Cloth, xxiv + 360 pages. Mailing price, $1.30 ; for introduction, $1.20. 

"EJYSENBACITS Grammar was the work of one who had a 

genius for teaching. It was deficient in scientific spirit and 

method. ' This lack Mr. Collar was peculiarly fitted to supply. It 

is believed that the German Lessons harmonizes in a practical way 

the " natural " and the " scientific " methods. 



English into German. 



The English Exercises from Collar's Eysenbach's German Lessons. 
12mo. Paper. 51 pages. Mailing price, 30 cents; for introduction, 
25 cents. 
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An Elementary German Reader. 

Edited, with Introduction, Notes, and Vocabulary by O. B. Super, Pro- 
fessor of Modern Languages, Dickinson College. 12m o. Cloth, 
pages. Mailing price, ; for introduction, 

fPHIS book is planned especially for beginners and with a view 
to provide a larger amount of easy and interesting reading 
matter than is usually contained in books of this class. It differs 
from other German readers in containing easy selections only. 
The first fifteen pages are devoted to brief anecdotes, provided 
with footnotes, so arranged that the pupil may begin reading 
almost simultaneously with the study of the grammar. Next 
follow forty pages of anecdotes and ta^ of various kinds, 
followed by six historical selections, covering twenty pages and 
relating to some of Germany's greatest men. Following these 
are twenty easy poems, making, in all, ninety pages of text. 

The book is furnished with Notes and a full Vocabulary, mak- 
ing it an ideal book for beginners. 

German Orthography and Phonology. 

By George Hempl, Junior Professor of English in the University of 
Michigan. 12mo. Cloth. pages. Mailing price, ; for intro- 

duction, 

Part I. presents a systematic treatment of the German Alpha- 
bet, German Spelling, Pronunciation, and the elements of Pho- 
netics, including Sentence-Stress as well as Word-Stress. 

Part II. consists of an extensive Word-list, which includes the 
words in the Prussian, Bavarian, and Wurtemburg spelling-books, 
and many others that would offer special difficulty. 

This book is Part I of HempPs German Grammar. 

German Exercises. 

By J. Frederick Stein, Instructor of German in the Boston High 
Schools. 12mo. Cloth. 118 pages. Mailing price, 45 cents; for in- 
troduction, 40 cents. 

T1HIS, the first and only book of its kind in German, is based on 

the reproduction plan, like Collar and Daniell's Beginner's 

Latin Book. It is designed as supplementary to any good grammar 

or " Lessons," and will answer as a first reader in German. 
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